
The Wyoming School Foundation is privileged to announce the 
 

2018 WHS Distinguished Alumnus 
 

David Shenk 
 WHS Class of 1984 

Writer, Lecturer & 
Short-film Director 

 

The Distinguished Alumni Award recognizes 
alumni who have made significant 
contributions to society, and whose 
accomplishments, affiliations, and careers 
have honored the legacy of excellence of 
Wyoming Schools. 

 

David had an early start to his career in journalism when he was appointed editor of 

the Hilltop Frolic Gazzette [sic] in the third grade. Later, in fifth grade, David was so 

impressed after reading A Wrinkle in Time that he knew, at that moment, he wanted to 

write. In high school, David served as editor of the Horizon before heading to college at 

Brown University. 

 

After receiving his B.A. degree in English and graduating from Brown University in 1988, 

David moved to Washington, D.C., where he wrote for several news publications, 

including the Washington Post, and was a producer for NPR. In 1993, David moved to 

New York City where he continued to write, and has contributed to The New York Times, 

and The Wall Street Journal. David and his family have also enjoyed two months in Japan 

on a United States-Japan Foundation fellowship, where David explored the ramifications 

of extreme technology-saturation. 

 

David is an award-winning and national-bestselling author of six books. He is a popular 

lecturer, short-film director, and correspondent for TheAtlantic.com. David has written 

about the emerging age of surveillance, and many progressive articles and cover stories 

covering the urgent issues of our time. His writing appears in several collections and has 

been translated into twenty additional languages. In 2004, his original term "data smog" 

was added to the Oxford English Dictionary. David has contributed to several news 

platforms, including NPR, and PBS. 

 

In addition to writing, lecturing, and film-directing, David has served as advisor to the 

President's Council on Bioethics, was listed as one of CIO Magazine's "10 Masters of the 

New Economy," and is co-founder of "Technorealism," a movement encouraging balanced 

consideration of technology's effects on humanity. To learn more about David's critically-

acclaimed books and his background, click here:  David Shenk. 

 

David, joined by family and friends, will be welcomed at the Distinguished Alumni 

reception on Sunday, April 22, 2018. On Monday, April 23, David will address the entire 

Wyoming High School student body with a presentation, followed by a Q&A panel 

discussion. 
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http://www.davidshenk.com/index.php

