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Dear Friends of Redwood, 
 
There are few things that can be more rewarding than watching your child grow and develop – from 
speaking their first words and taking their first steps to walking down the graduation aisle and bringing 
home your first grandchild. Expectations change quickly, though, when parents are told their child has  
a severe disability. In the words of one parent, it is akin to preparing yourself for a walk into the forest,  
only to find there are no trees.

At Redwood, the seed within an apple is a tree unseen. Through our enriching educational, therapeutic and 
vocational programs, we help individuals with severe and multiple disabilities uncover their hidden abilities 
and achieve once unimaginable potential.

Children are engaged through therapeutic educational programs that prepare them for future success in 
school and adulthood. An adult feels a sense of accomplishment and self-worth when he cashes his first 
paycheck from a job many thought he would never have. A school age girl is empowered through assistive 
technology that allows her to use a computer. Each lift of her eyebrows controls a mouse that directs an 
onscreen keyboard.. A youth with autism flourishes when he develops the coping skills necessary for 
adjusting to everyday environmental changes.

At Redwood, parents often bring their loved ones out of concern for their future, but they soon find  
a welcoming, encouraging place that celebrates the promise and potential of every individual.

As we look ahead, we realize there will always be individuals with disabilities. To sustain our mission 
and meet the needs of these future generations, Redwood and the Dorothy Wood Foundation invite you 
to make a planned gift. Planned gifts can be tailored to meet your interests, whether they are growing 
our endowment, covering the costs of a specific program, ensuring our building and grounds are well-
maintained, or allowing Redwood to use the funds wherever the need is greatest. You can rest assured 
Redwood and the Dorothy Wood Foundation are committed to being good stewards of your generosity  
and fulfilling your wishes.

A father described Redwood as an “unexpected friend” who has improved his and his son’s lives. 
None of us ever know what life has in store, but we can look ahead and plan to the best of our abilities.  
Having friends along the way makes it easier. We look forward to talking with our friends about how  
to prepare for Redwood’s future.

In our mission, 
The Giving Tree Team

Donna Bloemer, Attorney-at-Law 

Planned Giving Committee Co-Chair

Thankfully, there are places like Redwood.

“Over the years, I have been privileged to 
witness Redwood’s children and adults make 
remarkable achievements. I have been very 
fortunate to watch as my own children reached 
developmental milestones as a result of the 
amazing dedication of Redwood’s caregivers. 
We wanted to ensure that other children have 
those same chances for many years to come,  
so we made a planned gift to Redwood.”  

-Donna Bloemer

Jennifer T. Leonard, Attorney-at-Law 

Planned Giving Committee Co-Chair

John Francis 

Redwood Executive Director and CEO

giving tree To Grow the Dorothy Wood Foundation

The Redwood Giving Tree is an outlet to leave a lasting gift benefiting 
Redwood and the community of children and adults it empowers. In memory 
of Redwood co-founder Dorothy Wood, all planned gifts are invested in the 
Dorothy Wood Foundation and live in perpetuity, allowing Redwood to fulfill 
its mission far into the future.
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A Partner in Our Mission

The employees of Bilz Insurance

Fellow Supporters of Redwood,
As an amateur historian, I am fond of studying and reflecting on the past. We can learn much from  
those who came before us. And there is much we can learn from the founders of Redwood, the Reders  
and the Woods.

These two families came together, with many others, to create and cultivate United Cerebral Palsy of 
Northern Kentucky. This agency was created to meet the demanding physical and emotional needs of 
their children. 

These determined parents shared the same ambitions for their children as you and I have for ours: 
opportunity, happiness, and personal fulfillment. They accomplished their goals by developing educational, 
rehabilitation and therapy programs that would have otherwise been unavailable to them in this community 
at that time.

The Reders and the Woods, these founding families in honor of whom Redwood is named, ultimately 
inspired many others and led the building of a program and a place where children with disabilities  
can grow into healthy, happy, and productive members of society. Their legacy reminds us, every  
day, of the lasting value of volunteerism, compassion, generosity, and community service.

As I reflect on the things that have happened at Redwood since 1953, I cannot help but respect and 
appreciate the vision, courage, and core values that empowered these two families to make such a lasting 
positive impact on the lives of so many others. As their children grew into adulthood, new, additional 
programs at Redwood were then developed to meet adult needs and challenges.

When assistive technology became available, Redwood was “out front,” incorporating the many and 
various advantages of the computer, for example, as a means for further empowering Redwood’s special 
clients. Likewise, when Kentucky’s school system was reformed in the early 90’s to mainstream children  
with disabilities, Redwood led the way in developing therapeutic early childcare to prepare toddlers  
and preschoolers for future success.

This consistent spirit of innovation has always been a dominant characteristic of Redwood. Redwood is 
not an agency that ever rests on its laurels, but rather an agency “with heart” that plans ahead and moves 
nimbly forward toward the achievement of its mission.

In the spirit of our founding families, the Woods and the Reders, let’s continue to follow in their big  
footsteps to make history in our own time. I hope you will join Joan and me in making plans for your 
estate to continue your support of Redwood, after your passing.

As the Reders and Woods have taught us so well:

Those who plant a tree...do so not for  
themselves...but for the benefit of all posterity.

Warmest regards, 
Wm T. (Bill) Robinson III
Chair, Dorothy Wood Foundation
Joan Robinson

The information in this publication is not intended as legal advice. For legal advice, please contact an attorney or financial advisor.3

At Bilz Insurance, we have grown fond 
of Redwood. It is, after all, our charity of 
choice! We found out about Redwood, 
and all the services it provides, through  
an employee whose daughter lived with  
a disability.
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I cannot imagine the life 
Cheryl and I would have had 
without Redwood.
With Redwood, my family was granted 
a new special life, one filled with loving 
teachers, sincere friends, and hope for 
our children. We are forever thankful 
and hope Redwood is always around  
to improve the lives of families like ours 
in the future.

Joan Haas 

Over ten years ago, we were approached by our Aunt Joan Haas. She “graciously” invited us out 
to lunch, her treat. At lunch, she started talking about Redwood, telling us what the organization 
meant to her daughter, our cousin Cheryl.

You see, Aunt Joan was one of the many trailblazers who helped build the strong foundation on 
which Redwood rests today. When the Reders and the Woods partnered with other families in 
1953 to create a place where children with disabilities could experience the same opportunities 
as other children, Aunt Joan was there. Her daughter Cheryl enrolled in the programs at the age 
of two.

That day at lunch, however, Aunt Joan was not looking back at the past. She was planning for  
the future. She asked us to consider getting more involved with Redwood. If you are familiar with 
the quality of life Redwood brings to those with special needs, then you can imagine how much 
the agency has benefited Cheryl and the entire Haas family. It was impossible to say no, and  
we were honored Aunt Joan was looking to us to help move such an incredible agency forward.

Our commitment to and involvement with Redwood has grown over the years. Lynn and I have 
helped coordinate several major fundraising events. Lynn has served as an active member of 
the Guild while I served as chair of the Development Council for 15 years before assuming the 
position of board president. 

As we reflect on numerous accomplishments, the one that makes us most proud is our 
involvement with Redwood. And yes, we experience first-hand the old adage, “There is no 
free lunch,” especially when Aunt Joan is involved, but we would not have it any other way. 
 
We ask you to join us in shaping Redwood’s future.

Phil & Lynn Schworer

Volunteers
In 1957, when our son Gary was born, Redwood was only four years 
old. The Reders and Woods, parents of children with disabilities, were 
unable to receive services without traveling over 100 miles. They prayed, 
begged and cajoled their friends and business associates to help them 
create the seed that has grown into the tree we now know as Redwood.

Thanks to the hard work and dedication of these two 
families and many, many volunteers and benefactors,  
Redwood was here for our son.

Gary has not been the only one benefiting from his over 50 years at Redwood.  
We and Gary’s brothers, Dave, Rich, and Ken, and their families have had our  
lives enriched through countless hours of volunteering at Redwood. We are  
honored to contribute these hours to our “Redwood family,”  
an organization that is making a rewarding impact on our  
community and the children, adults, and families who benefit  
from its services.

Our gratitude goes out to all the people who have  
helped make Redwood the unique facility it is. Our  
sincere thanks and admiration goes out to those who  
are planning ahead and looking forward to fulfilling  
the lives of future families.

Mac and Mary Lou Heidrich
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Planned Giving Donors
 
Curt and I remember very clearly what I saw walking into Redwood for the first time over 25 years 
ago with our small son Bowen. Little did we know we were beginning the most incredible journey  
of our lives.
 
It all started with Bowen. Bowen suffered oxygen deprivation at birth resulting in severe cerebral 
palsy. We were devastated for him and quickly realized our life as a family would be, well, to say 
the least, challenging. How could we help Bowen reach his fullest potential? How could we move 
forward with our lives? Until Redwood, each day was a series of questions that seemed to have 
no answers. 
 
Walking into Redwood we saw children and adults with disabilities overcoming all odds – happy, 
safe, and cherished for who they were by teachers, staff, and therapists.  
We saw families coming and going, visiting with each other in the busy 
parking lot, sharing experiences and tips for navigating the road ahead. 
 
That was the day I first met a beautiful woman wheeling her adult daughter into Redwood. She  
and her daughter were smiling and laughing. I felt as if I had forgotten how to smile and laugh, 
but seeing them made me think things might be okay. That woman, Joan Haas, was an inspiration 
to me and became a cherished friend. That day, our family started to heal. 
 
Bowen is now a wonderful, funny, engaging young man surrounded every day by the amazing 
people who are Redwood. They only see what he can do and truly appreciate him for all of the 
wonderful things he is.
 

We know Redwood will fulfill this same promise with future families who walk 
through its doors in search of empowerment, in search of potential, and in 
search of enrichment for their children. Making a planned gift to ensure these 
families find the things for which they will be searching was an easy decision. 
Curt and I hope you will join us in helping them. 
 
Debbie Tweddell

Planned Giving Donors – Invest in a Child’s Future
 
We do not have a child with disabilities, but we realize what Redwood means to those families  
who do, as well as our community as a whole. 
 
It only took a tour in the early 90’s to realize Redwood is a unique and extraordinary place. 
Supporting the organization and helping ensure its future is an easy decision when you see  
the dedication of the Redwood staff and the appreciation of its clients and families. 
 
This is why we have supported Redwood for years and will continue to support its mission in  
the future. We have made it a point to donate time, share our expertise, and support Redwood’s  
fundraising efforts. We also feel it is important to do what we can to help Redwood, its clients and 
families in the years ahead. That’s why we decided to make a planned gift to Redwood.
 
We will never personally know the individuals who benefit from our planned gift, but we  
know that our decision will help Redwood continue to fulfill its mission. It is a great feeling to 
support Redwood’s efforts to improve life for children and adults who suffer from severe and 
multiple disabilities. 
 
Jackie & Denny Hirt
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“It takes a noble person to plant a tree that will one day 
provide for those whom he or she may never meet.”

-Author Unknown

Redwood envisions a world where children and adults are empowered  
to flourish, prosper, and achieve the quality of life they deserve. 
 
Redwood guides children and adults with severe and multiple disabilities to 
achieve independence and reach their highest potential throughout their lives,  
by providing enriching educational, therapeutic and vocational programs.

Redwood envisions a world where children and adults are empowered  
to flourish, prosper, and achieve the quality of life they deserve. 
 
Redwood guides children and adults with severe and multiple disabilities to 
achieve independence and reach their highest potential throughout their lives,  
by providing enriching educational, therapeutic and vocational programs.

giving tree To Grow the Dorothy Wood Foundation



“It takes a noble person to plant a tree that will one day 
provide for those whom he or she may never meet.”

-Author Unknown

Planned Giving is an umbrella term to describe a variety of estate planning techniques for making a gift to charity, including  

bequests, gift annuities, life insurance policies, retirement plans and trusts, among others. The information in this publication is not  

intended as legal or financial advice. For legal or financial advice, please contact your attorney or financial advisor.


