2021 FUNDRAISING GUIDE

*Photo from 2019 Northwell Health Walk

Welcome and Thank You!
You’ve taken the first step. You’ve registered to participate in the
2021 Northwell Health Walk: Hometown Edition. Now it’s time to get started with your fundraising.

Follow The Steps Below To Fundraising Success

Step 1: Customize your fundraising page
By registering for the 2021 Northwell Health Walk: Hometown Edition, you’ve unlocked access to your
very own fundraising page. Here, you can upload a custom profile photo and tell the story of why you
are participating in this year’s Walk.

Step 2: Spread the word
Invite your friends, family, co-workers and neighbors to donate to your fundraising page and/or ask
them to join your team. Include the URL link to your fundraising page in your email invites or social
media posts! Check out our sample emails and social posts below for ideas.

Step 3: Follow up
Sometimes people need to be reminded more than once before they say “yes” to joining your team or
donating to your fundraising page. Don’t be afraid to send a follow-up e-mail or text to those who
haven’t responded or give an update on your fundraising to those who have. The more people hear
about your progress, the more they will want to get involved. Use our pre-written email templates (also
in your online Participant Center) or write your own, but don’t forget to include the URL to your
fundraising page!
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Virtual Fundraising Events
Hosting a virtual fundraising event gives you a unique opportunity to educate your donors about why
you’re fundraising for the 2021 Northwell Health Walk: Hometown Edition. This event should also be
fun! Here is a basic outline of steps to take when you’re hosting a virtual fundraiser.

How To Host A Virtual Fundraising Event

Step 1: Choose Your Event Type

Think about what you and your friends already like to do. Fitness classes? Paint nights?
Game nights? Many things you love to do with your friends can be turned into a virtual fundraising
event! Check the list below for some great ideas!

Step 2: Inspire Fundraising

How will this event raise money? Will you charge an entry fee? Will you ask for a suggested donation? If
so, will participants donate at the time of your event or beforehand?

Step 3: Choose a Platform for Your Event

How are you going to host your event? Will you use Zoom? Google Hangouts? There are various ways to
connect with your audience virtually.

Step 4: Getting a Crowd

Invite your family and friends to your virtual event. Create a Facebook event, send e-vites or physical
invitations. Word of mouth is great, but you’ll need to do some leg work as well!

Step 5: Have Fun

You are taking on a big challenge, but you’ll make a positive impact on the health of your communities.
Take some time during your fundraiser to celebrate your accomplishments with your family and
friends!

Virtual Fundraising Event Ideas
FITNESS FUNDRAISERS
Approach your gym (or yoga, spin, Zumba or martial arts studio) to see if an instructor would be willing
to volunteer their time to host a virtual or outdoor class. Charge admission in the form of donations to
your fundraising page.

GAME NIGHT
Host a virtual or outdoor game night with friends and family. Each team can donate to your fundraising
page while you have fun playing games like charades, bingo or corn hole!

MEALS/BAKED GOODS TO GO
Put your cooking or baking skills to work! Create meal kits or treat boxes and invite your friends to pick
up a box to go in return for a donation to your fundraising page.

VIRTUAL OR OUTDOOR CONCERT/TALENT SHOW
Host a virtual or outdoor concert or talent show where you and your friends can show off your creative
skills! Whether you play an instrument, sing or dance, you can do what you do best and ask viewers to
donate to your fundraising page in exchange for providing live entertainment.

Alternative Fundraising Ideas
Incentivized Donations

If you are creative or artisticially-inclined, provide potential donors with the opportunity to receive a
thank you gift for donating beyond a certain threshold. For example, if somebody donates $20 or more,
gift them a handmade keychain; if somebody donates $50 or more, gift them a custom painting or
drawing.

Train While You Fundraise

You can also ask people to sponsor you as you walk. If someone pledges $1 per mile and you walk for a
total of 25 miles, that’s a $25 donation right there!

Sample Communications
E-Mail: SOLICIT DONATIONS
Subject: Help Me Reach My Fundraising Goal!
Dear XXX,
This year, I am raising money to support [INSERT BENEFICIARY], with the Northwell Health Walk:
Hometown Edition. On May 23rd, instead of walking in groups of hundreds or more, I’ll be walking with
my family, close friends and neighbors to show my support for Northwell Health and the work they do
to keep our communities healthy and strong.
I am hoping to raise [INSERT FUNDRAISING GOAL] by May 23, 2021. I hope you will consider making a
donation to my fundraising page: [INSERT FUNDRAISING PAGE LINK].
Every dollar I raise will go directly to Northwell Health and help improve outcomes for patients and
guarantee the best care possible when our communities are in need.
Thank you for considering a donation.
Sincerely,
[YOUR NAME]

E-Mail: RECRUITMENT
Subject: Join My Team For The 2021 Northwell Health Walk: Hometown Edition!
Dear XXX,
On May 23rd, I will be participating in the 2021 Northwell Health Walk: Hometown Edition with one
goal in mind: to keep our communities healthy. I am asking YOU to support Northwell Health by joining
my team: [INSERT TEAM FUNDRAISING PAGE URL].
This year the Northwell Health Walk is more important than ever. Our communities rely on the
strength, compassion and care that we receive at Northwell Health to get us through challenging times.
And while we can’t come together in person this year at Jones Beach, Staten Island, or Riverhead, we
can still do what we can to raise money and keep our communities strong.
Can I count on you to join me?
Sincerely,
[YOUR NAME]

E-Mail: THANK YOU
Subject: Thank you for your support!
Dear XXX,
Thank you for making a donation to my fundraising page and for supporting Northwell Health.
My fundraising page is still open. If you know anyone who would like to make a donation, please feel
free to forward them this link: [INSERT FUNDRAISING PAGE LINK].
Stay well and thank you for your support.
Sincerely,
[YOUR NAME]

E-Mail: EVENT INVITE
Subject: You’re Invited: Support Northwell Health
Dear XXX,
This year, the Northwell Health Walk is more important than ever. Our communities rely upon the
strength, compassion and care that we receive at Northwell Health to get us through challenging times.
And while we can’t come together in person this year at Jones Beach, Staten Island, or Riverhead, we
can still do what we can to raise money and keep our communities strong.
That is why this year I am hosting a [INSERT ACTIVITY HERE] to raise money to support Northwell
Health.
The event will take place on [INSERT EVENT DATE/TIME HERE] at/on [INSERT STREAMING SERVICE].
For more information, and to RSVP to my event, please click here: [INSERT LINK TO FUNDRAISER RSVP].
If you can’t make it to the event, you can still help me by making a donation to my fundraising page:
[INSERT A LINK TO YOUR FUNDRAISING PAGE HERE].
Thank you so much for your support.
Sincerely,
[YOUR NAME]

Sample Social Posts:
1. On May 23rd I am joining thousands of New Yorkers for the 2021 @NorthwellHealth Walk:
Hometown Edition to keep our communities safe and healthy. While we can’t gather this year like
we usually do, I plan to walk locally and would love for you to join my virtual team! Check out my
walk page and support my goal of [INSERT FUNDRAISING GOAL] by donating today: [INSERT
FUNDRAISING PAGE LINK] #NorthwellHealthWalk
2. Whether you’ve received care @NorthwellHealth, watched a loved one receive care, or just want to
make sure the best care is there when you need it, you can help keep our community strong by
supporting my team for the 2021 @NorthwellHealth Walk: Hometown Edition on May 23rd. Check
out my walk page and donate to help me reach my fundraising goal: [INSERT FUNDRAISING PAGE
LINK] #NorthwellHealthWalk
3. I’ve just set a goal to raise [INSERT FUNDRAISING GOAL] in one week for the 2021
@NorthwellHealth Walk: Hometown Edition. Now I need your help to get there! Donate today
[INSERT YOUR PERSONAL FUNDRAISING PAGE URL] #NorthwellHealthWalk
4. Why am I taking part in the 2021 @NorthwellHealth Walk: Hometown Edition? Because Northwell
Health works tirelessly to keep our communities healthy! I want to ensure they can continue to do
so. Support my Walk team by donating to my fundraiser! [INSERT YOUR PERSONAL FUNDRAISING
PAGE URL] #NorthwellHealthWalk

