
 
 

 
 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

11:00 AM CT Welcome 
Kristi M. Griffith, MSN, RN, CHPN, ONN-CG 
LUNGevity Foundation 
 
 

11:05 AM CT Lung Cancer Treatment 
 
Early Stages 
Jessica S. Donington, MD, MSCR 
UChicago Medicine 

 
Metastatic 
Marina C. Garassino, MD 
UChicago Medicine 
 

  
11:25 AM CT UChicago Medicine Clinical Trials 

Marina C. Garassino, MD 
UChicago Medicine 
 
 

11:30 AM CT LUNGevity Resources 
Angela James, MBA, LMSW, MEd, OSW-C, OPN-C, OPN-CG 
LUNGevity Foundation 
 
 

11:35 AM CT Expert Q&A and Open Discussion 
Moderated by Angela James, LUNGevity 

 
11:55 PM CT Closing Remarks 

Kristi M. Griffith, MSN, RN, CHPN, ONN-CG 
LUNGevity Foundation 
 

 



 
 

 
 

SPEAKERS 
 
Jessica S. Donington, MD, MSCR 
Professor of Surgery 
Chief, Section of Thoracic Surgery 
UChicago Medicine 
 

Jessica S. Donington, MD, MSCR, is an expert thoracic surgeon who treats the full 
spectrum of lung, esophageal and mediastinal conditions. Her focus is on the 
comprehensive and multidisciplinary care of benign and malignant chest diseases. 
 
Dr. Donington specializes in lung cancer and treats people at all stages, providing 
a personalized approach to diagnosis and treatment using the latest technology 
and innovations, including minimally invasive and robotic surgery. 
 
In addition to her clinical practice, Dr. Donington is an avid researcher and 
respected leader in her field. Her research focus is in the discovery of novel 

biomarkers for early detection and treatment of lung cancer and clinical trials that incorporate surgery into 
multimodality care plans for locally advanced and metastatic lung cancer. Dr. Donington is a past 
president of Women in Thoracic Surgery and the New York Society for Thoracic Surgery and serves on 
the editorial boards for the Annals of Thoracic Surgery and the Journal of Thoracic Oncology. 
 

Marina Chiara Garassino, MD 
Professor of Medicine 
UChicago Medicine 
 

Marina Chiara Garassino, MD, is an internationally recognized expert in the 
treatment of thoracic malignancies. Dr. Garassino specializes in thoracic tumors 
including lung cancer, non-small cell lung cancer and small cell lung cancer, as 
well as thymic malignancies, very rare mediastinal tumors (tumors that develop 
between the chest and breastbone). Dr. Garassino understands that thoracic 
cancers can grow quickly, so she works with her patents to accurately diagnose 
their condition and find the right treatment(s) for each person. 

As an avid physician-scientist, Dr. Garassino is committed to researching 
treatments and techniques that improve quality of care and outcomes for her 

cancer patients. She has led clinical and translational research focused on investigating targeted agents, 
immunotherapies to treat thoracic malignancies. Dr. Garassino has published over 220 papers in 
respected, peer-viewed publications, including New England Journal of Medicine, Lancet Oncology, 
Journal of Clinical Oncology, JAMA Oncology, Annals of Oncology, Journal of Thoracic 
Oncology and Cancer Immunology, Immunotherapy.  



 
 

 
 

SPEAKERS 
 
Kristi M. Griffith, MSN, RN, CHPN, ONN-CG 
Survivorship Navigator 
LUNGevity Foundation 
 

A nurse navigator with over 30 years of oncology and palliative care experience, 
Kristi is the first point of contact for patients and families who reach out to 
LUNGevity Foundation for support. 
 
Kristi delivers patient support and comprehensive disease information to lung 
cancer patients and their families/caregivers along with additional resources to 
increase lung cancer knowledge and help eliminate barriers to timely and optimal 
care. 
 
Previously, Kristi served as Director, Palliative Care Administration at Baylor 

Medical Center before working as an Oncology Nurse Navigator at the Charles A. Sammons Cancer 
Center. Having served on various national boards and committees, including the Academy of Oncology 
Nurse and Patient Navigators (AONN+) and the National Board for Certification of Hospice Palliative 
Nurses, she currently serves on the national AONN+ Certification Exam Development Committee for 
Oncology Navigators. 
 
Kristi received her Bachelor of Science in Nursing from The University of Texas at Arlington and later 
received her Master of Science in Nursing from The George Washington University. 
 

Angela James, MBA, LMSW, MEd, OSW-C, OPN-CG 
Care Navigator 
LUNGevity Foundation 
 

With over a decade of oncology experience, Angela is the first point of contact for 
those seeking support through LUNGevity while offering comprehensive disease 
information to patients with lung cancer and their families and caregivers. 

Before joining LUNGevity, Angela served as a Cancer Navigator, where she 
provided resources and support to cancer patients and their caregivers. James 
also served as a Care Coordinator for Wellthy, where she provided resources to 
address the various lifestyle and financial challenges often caused by illness. 
Angela also has experience as a hospital case manager, where she partnered 
with medical staff to ensure patients were given the tools necessary to maintain 

their well-being on discharge from the hospital. 

Angela received a Bachelor of Science in psychology from the University of Southern Mississippi before 
earning a Master of Education from William Carey College. She also earned an MBA from Strayer 
University and a Master of Social Work from the University of Southern California. 


