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Letter from the CEO
As I reflect on the hard 
work, challenges, and 
accomplishments of 2017, I 
am pleased to say that we 
continue to make meaningful 
strides towards our mission to 
fight local hunger. Much of our 
work this past year involved 
building our capacity through 
better technology, creative 

campaigns, and quality services to the individuals, 
families, seniors, veterans, and neighbors we see 
in our hunger centers every day. Our staff, trustees, 
supporters, and volunteers provided support and 
energy to strengthen a network of 82 hunger centers 
that served nearly 4 million meals for people in need 
across the county.

We continued to bridge the gap between hunger 
and health by strengthening our Stay Well Program. 
Since launching in 2012, Stay Well continues to 
help those requiring food assistance to improve their 
health and quality of life. The program has grown 
significantly over the years - providing nearly 6,000 
free health services in 2017 including blood pressure, 
HIV testing, hearing and vision screenings, flu shots 
and more. It is important to understand the impact 
food insecurity has on one’s health and you can see a 
snapshot of that in this report.

The holidays are always a busy time of year for the 
Hunger Network and, as you will see, 2017 was no 
exception. With the generous support from our legacy 
partners, we were able to provide holiday meal bags 
to nearly 70,000 families and individuals during the 
months of November and December. Our Holiday 
Campaign brought in over $203,000 - 
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meaning that we were able to provide 812,000 meals 
for individuals and families right here in Cuyahoga 
County. It is because of the positive response from 
the community and the generous donations that 
we were able to have an impact on the lives of 
thousands of people and give hope back to those 
who need it most during the holiday season.

At the core of our work are the volunteers and 
hunger center managers who work each day across 
our Network. Packing food bags at the pantry, 
setting the table for a hot meal, offering a smile and 
a helping hand – these volunteers are the heart 
and soul of our organization and we could not be 
more appreciative for their ongoing service.  In 
2017, nearly 1,900 volunteers donated over 630,000 
hours of their valuable time. It is because of their 
selflessness that the Hunger Network is able to meet 
the basic needs of those who require a little extra 
help from time to time.

Through the hard work, challenges, and 
accomplishments of 2017, we were able to set the 
stage for a bold and innovative 2018. At the Hunger 
Network, we are always getting stronger and will 
continue to grow as we lead in the fight against 
hunger. As we look ahead, I want to thank each 
and every one of you for contributing to our mission 
– none of this is possible without the generosity 
of our Hunger Network community. Together, we 
can change the lives of our neighbors right here in 
Cuyahoga County. 

Sincerely,

Jennifer Scofield, MA, CHES
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MISSION
The mission of the Hunger Network of Greater 
Cleveland is to reduce hunger and enhance nutrition 
in our community by providing food and other health 
related vital services to individuals and families, 
and by actively and effectively participating in a 
coordinated response to people in need.
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LEADERSHIP What does it mean and how it impacts our communities.
Let’s Talk About Food Insecurity

MEET DEREK

IMPACT

Common Terms
Defined by the USDA

Food Insecurity
noun
reports of disrupted eating 
patterns and reduced 
consumption of food during the 
year, caused by a lack in financial 
resources and other methods to 
recieve food

Hunger
noun
an individual-level physiological 
response to lack of food - referred 
to as a potential consequence of 
food insecurity.

Food Desert
noun
an area that has limited access 
to affordable, nutritious foods 
due to lack of grocery stores, 
farmers’ markets and healthy 
food providers - usually found in 
impoverished areas.

Malnutrition
noun
any condition in which the body 
does not recieve enough nutrients 
for proper function.

Every day at the Hunger Network sites, we see the impacts of food insecurity. Families not having 
enough food to make it to the next paycheck. Seniors who don’t get enough fresh produce to stave off the 
effects of chronic disease. Children feeling unsure of what to expect for tomorrow’s meals.  This is what it 
means to experience food insecurity and live in a food desert here and across the United States.  

The 2016-2017 Cuyahoga County Community Food Assessment report cited that about 50% of all 
Cleveland residents and 25% of all Cuyahoga County residents live in a “food desert.”   Food insecurity in 
the U.S is a complex issue caused by multiple factors, including income, employment, race/ethnicity, and 
disability. According to the USDA, in 2017, 15 million households were food insecure at some point during 
the year.  This means that these households do not have consistent access to enough food for a healthy 
life due to lack of resources.  Depending on the family’s resources, food insecurity can be short-term or it 
can be chronic, but it is usually associated with other overlapping issues including poor health outcomes.  
Numerous studies indicate that children experiencing food insecurity are at greater risk for developmental 
delays due to lower nutrient intake and behavioral problems, including depression and anxiety.  Adults and 
seniors face the same negative outcomes of chronic diseases, like diabetes and hypertension, as well as 
depression and other mental health problems. Food insecurity is considered a major health and nutrition 
issue in the U.S., in Ohio, and in Cuyahoga County.  

The Hunger Network of Greater Cleveland is bridging the gap between hunger and health in Cuyahoga 
County through our Hunger Relief efforts and Stay Well Program.  These work hand-in-hand to address 
the issue of food insecurity while promoting better health.  Our 2018 plans focus on innovations to address 
this issue with new and effective technology that helps us continue our fight to combat food insecurity and 
its effects.

In 2017, nineteen percent of Cuyahoga 
Country residents were food insecure.

485,313 Individuals helped

160,193 Families served

3,952,261 Meals provided

82
Hunger
Centers

5,825
Health services 

provided in 2017.

Blood Pressure

Blood Glucose

BMI

Body
Fat %

Cholesterol

Medical Navigation Hearing & Vision

HIV 

Flu Shots

Ever wonder who is benefiting from the donations you give every year? Meet Derek, a neighbor 
who says he wouldn’t be able to make ends meet if it weren’t for the Heights Emergency Food Pantry. 
When Derek’s wife passed away three years ago, he decided to move to Cleveland with his nine year 
old son, Darrell, to be closer to his extended family. Even though he was a hard worker and took pride 
in the jobs he was able to get, he struggled to find steady work. During those months when work was 
slow, Derek relied on the pantry to put breakfast, lunch, and dinner on the table. “The food donations 
help until I am able to get back on my feet that month and keeps us from feeling hungry.” 

In addition to the food pantry, Derek has also participated in our Stay Well Program. He admitted 
that, since his wife passed away, their diet mainly consisted of processed foods. “It was a shock when 
suddenly I had to prepare three meals a day. It was just easier to buy frozen dinners and pre-packaged 
foods.” Through Stay Well, he has learned how unhealthy that is, not only for his son, but for his health, 
too. “I am really starting to enjoy cooking and look forward to trying the new recipes I get from Stay 
Well every month.”  It is because of our generous donors that Darrell and Derek are able to make ends 
meet. What you do makes a difference in the lives of those we serve. 

“I am thankful for the services pro-
vided by the Hunger Network - with 
the food from the pantry and the 
healthy recipes from Stay Well, I am 
able to provide for my son.”

OUR IMPACT
Hunger Relief Stay Well Program
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Hope for the Holidays

As October arrives each year, we begin our 
holiday programs and campaigns.  It is 
a time of giving and a time of thanks, but 
most of all it is a time of hope for our clients. 
The many thousands of generous donors 
that give during this time of year to ease 
the lives of our neighbors are inspiring and 
heartwarming. It is because of these leaders, 
foundations, churches, businesses, and 
individuals that we can make the holidays 
more normal and less stressful for low-
income families in Cuyahoga County.   
Holiday Meals 

With the generous support from Community 
West Foundation, Bay Presbyterian Church, 
and the George Garretson Wade Charitable 
Trust #2, the Hunger Network provided 
complete holiday meal bags to nearly 70,000 
families and individuals.  Leading the charge 
are nearly 1,900 amazing volunteers and 

dedicated hunger center managers who 
distributed the holiday meal packages in 
November and December.  

The distribution of the holiday meals is 
an emotional time for staff, hunger center 
managers, volunteers and, most of all, our 
clients. From a simple “thank you” to tears 
of joy, these expressions of gratitude let 
us know how much this program is valued 
by struggling families in our community. 
Many clients share that they had no other 
options and their families would have been 
without food during the holidays if not for 
this program. The Holiday Meals ensure that 
thousands of people in our county do not go 
hungry during the holidays and reinforces 
Hunger Network’s belief that “everyone has a 
place at our table.” 
Holiday Campaign 

The 2017 Holiday Campaign was a great 

success and is our broadest community 
outreach fundraising effort. Our campaign 
began October 1, 2017 and concluded 
January 31, 2018.  We reached out to over 
100,000 individuals with this campaign and 
it is because of the positive response and 
generous donations that we were able to 
have an impact on the lives of thousands of 
people. The holiday campaign brought in over 
$203,000 – which means you provided 
812,000 meals for our residents.  We are 
so grateful to the numerous charitable donors 
we have over the holidays. 

Your giving has immediate impact on the 
families, children, seniors, veterans, and 
homebound, and is evident every day at all 
the Hunger Network centers serving their 
surrounding communities. 

Holiday Food Drives 
Companies, organizations, and citizen 

A busy time of year for the Hunger Network.
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“So happy to recieve this holiday help. Thank you!”
- Scott, St. Paul Food Pantry

The Hunger Network of Greater Cleveland provided complete holiday 
meal bags to nearly 70,000 families and individuals in 2017.

groups of Greater Cleveland contact us 
beginning in September ever year to create 
fund and food drives during the holidays. In 
2017, these leaders organized their groups in 
various ways to donate non-perishable foods 
and financial support to the Hunger Network. 
They are not only generous with funding, but 
with their time and enthusiasm to join the 
cause in fighting hunger year after year. We 
highlight a few to show their impact: 

Greater Cleveland Aquarium - Touchdown 
for Hunger - Each year, the Greater 
Cleveland Aquarium hosts an event on the 
Browns Bye Week Sunday in November 
where anyone who brings a canned or 
non-perishable item recieves a reduced 
admission of just $7.  In 2017, Touchdown 
for Hunger raised over $1,500 and collected 
nearly 700 non-perishible food items.   
 Sunnyside Toyota - DRIVE to Fight 

Hunger - Sunnyside Toyota and their 
amazing team dedicate just over a month’s 
worth of energy during the holidays each 
year to help raise money and food for Hunger 
Network centers. In 2017, DRIVE to Fight 
Hunger raised over $6,500 and collected 
enough non-perishible food items to fill three 
Toyota Sienna minivans!     

Others who hosted food, fund, and hygiene 
drives over the holiday season:

Allied Integrated Marketing
Ameri Tech
Asurint
CranksGiving with Bike Cleveland 
Cyclebar Beachwood
CTown Strength & Conditioning
Delta Dental
Expeditors International  
Planet Beach Spray & Spa 
Play Arcade & Kitchen 
Psycle Therapy – Spin for Din
Tri-C Pottery 
Veritext Legal Solutions

Holiday Special Events
Turkey Open – This is such a fun event 

that comes from the great mind of our board 
member, David Weiner.  Every year, David 
hosts Hunger Network supporters in the most 
unusual golf outing you will ever try: only 
three holes using three clubs of your choice. 

Your “club” could even be a shovel if there 
is snow outside!  In 2017, the Turkey Open 
raised over $6,500 to help feed local families 
and individuals during the holiday season.

Best Party of the Year – This is the Hunger 
Network’s largest and most special of all 
events. This annual gala includes signature 
dishes from fabulous local restaurants, 
libations, live music, and an extrordinary 
auction. It truly is the ‘best party’ of the year!  
Everyone has a good time while raising 
important funds to help provide emergency 
food and health services for our community.  
In 2017, the Best Party of the Year raised 
over $130,000 - that’s 520,000 meals!

There are so many generous partners that 
unite with us in our fight against hunger 
and that is especially apparent during the 
holiday season.  From the staff and Board of 
Trustees at the Hunger Network of Greater 
Cleveland and on behalf of the thousands of 
families and individuals who recieve meals 
and health assistance because of you, we 
want to extend our deepest appreciation for 
your donations and support. 

In the next year, we will need you on our 
team to continue to carry out our mission and 
our fight to end hunger. Thank you!

$

Your Donation

$1

95%

40,000

3,950,000
$20

Is leveraged to
provide 4 nutritious

meals.

Goes towards
nutritous meals

for our neighbors.

Feeds a family
of 4 for 1 week.

Individuals are
served each month.

Meals served 
annually accross 

82 hunger centers 
in Cuyahoga 

County.
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Be Well Solutions
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan &

Aronoff LLP
Beverage Distributors
Blue Technologies
Brennan Heating & Cooling, Inc.
Brennan Industries
Carerras Media Services LLC
CareSource
Cavitch Familo & Durkin
Cleveland Scene Magazine
Covelli Enterprises
CT Logistics
Dave’s Supermarket
Deloitte and Touche LLC
Dickenson and Associates
Dollar Bank
Dominion East Ohio
Dott Products
Downing & Associates
Drake Construction Company
Enviro Chemical
Evarts Tremaine
The Fedeli Group
Flats East Development LLC
Fleet Response
Gale’s Vision Source
Greater Cleveland Aquarium
Hamilton Avenue Company
Heidelberg Distributing 

Company
Hitachi Medical Systems
Huntington National Bank
Integrated Power Services
J Sullivan Travel
Kinzua Environment Inc.
Kokosing Construction 

Company, Inc.
Lanhan Lanscaping & Design
Lincoln Electric
LRC Realty
Margolius, Margolius & 

Associates
Marketplace Strategy
McCarthy, Burgess & Wolff
Merrill Lynch
The Metropolitan Hotel LLC
MGT Network Services
Minute Men Staffing
Morgan Stanley
Nations Lending Corporation
Nestle USA
Novagard Solutions
Oatey Company
Ohio Savings Bank
Orlando Baking Company
Oswald Companies
Our Lady of the Wayside
Pease & Associates, CPA’s

FOUNDATIONS & 
TRUSTS
Abington Foundation
The Albert B. & Audrey G.

Ratner Family Foundation
Arby’s Foundation
The Arthur B. McBride Sr.

Family Foundation
Bank of America Charitable

Foundation
Bruening Foundation
Cleveland Foundation
Conway Family Foundation
Community West Foundation
David and Inez Myers

Foundation
The Dudley P. & Barbara K.

Sheffler Foundation
Elizabeth Ring and William

Gwinn Mather Fund
George Garretson Wade

Charitable Trust #2
Gleason Family Foundation
Guinness Family Foundation
Hankins Foundation
The Harry K. and Emma J.

Fox Charitable Foundaiton
John A. Reynolds Charitable

Trust
KeyBank Foundation
Madav IX Foundation
Milton A. & Charlotte R. 

Kramer Charitable 
Foundation

Mt. Sinai Health Care 
Foundation

Musca Family Charitable
Fund

Reinberger Foundation
The Reuter Foundation
Thatcher Family Fund
Walmart Foundation
The Wesley Family 

Foundation
William Winfield Baker Family

Foundation

CORPORATIONS
A & A Auto Insurance
Allied Witan Company
Applied Industrial 

Technologies
Arem Company
ASI International, Ltd.
Asurint
AT&T Corporate Solutions

Penske
Platinum Charities
Point To Point
Psycle
Rea & Associates
Reed Financial Services Inc.
Reminger Attorneys at Law
RPM International, Inc.
Schwarzwald McNair & 

Fusco LLP
Star Crane & Hoist Service
Stark Enterprises
Sunnyside Auto Group
Swiger Coil Systems
Sysco
Taft, Stettinius & Hollister LLP
Target Corporation
Third Federal Savings and

Loan
Tiger Cool Express LLC
Titos Vodka
Toss LLC
Tucker Ellis LLP
United HealthCare Services
Visconsi Companies, Ltd.
VISTAGE - Bradford Roller
Warren Roofing & Insulating

Company
The Winery at Wolf Creek
York Dental
Zagara’s Marketplace

CONGREGATIONS
Antioch Baptist Church
Bay Presbyterian Church
Church of the Saviour United

Methodist Church
First Baptist of Greater

Cleveland
Independence Presbyterian

Church
Lakewood Baptist Church
Lutheran Urban Community

Ministry
Mayfield United Methodist

Church
New Community Bible

Fellowship
Old Stone Church
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Trinity Lutheran Church

GROUPS & COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS
Baldwin Wallace University
Beachwood Place

Care Alliance Health Center
Carmella Rose Health 

Foundation
Case Western Reserve

University
Christ Child Society Group
Cleveland State University
Crocker Park
Easter Seals Northern Ohio
Eisner Gohn Group
Evi-Base Community Care
Greater Cleveland Food Bank
Harley Fest
Iron Workers Local #17
John Carroll University Radio
Laurel School
Miami Jacobs Career College
National Alliance on Mental

Illness
Ohio Northern University
Perfectly Imperfect Produce
Shaker Heights Library
Sister2Sister
Stone Soup CLE
Taste CLE
Theosophical Society in

Cleveland
Turkey Open
United Way of Greater

Cleveland
University Hospitals
Walgreens Pharmacy
Whole Foods Market

GOVERNMENT
City of Cleveland
Cuyahoga County
Federal Emergency 

Management Agency -
Emergency Food & Shelter
Program

INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS
Addisah Sherwood, Esq. and

Friends
The Biché Family
The Bond Family
Tony & Rose Dziak
Fred & Kris Geis
The Koehler Family 
The Robert Lee Family
John & Ann Steinbrunner
Sumitro Pal
Judy Vojtech
The Michael Welsh Family
Ms. Victoria Wesley

SUPPORTERS

We also want to acknowledge all of our individual donors. Without the community’s 
support, this work is not possible. Thank you for joining us in the fight against hunger.



“I enjoy volunteering because 
of the people I get to meet - 
both the clients and the other 
volunteers. I really appreciate 
being able to help out in my 
community this way, and it is 
a lot of fun!” - Nicole (right)

“I feel like one day it could be me 
on the other side here - eating 
instead of cooking. I am lucky to 
volunteer and love giving back to 
the community.” - Marvin (left)

Programs 95.41%

Fundraising 3.72%

Administration 0.87%

In-Kind Food Donations 81.03%

Corporations 1.24%
Foundations 3.37%

Individuals 4.59%

Government 9.03%

Congregations 0.34%

Other 0.40%

REVENUE EXPENSES

FINANCIALS
In-Kind Food Donations $9,630,946

Government $1,073,427

Individuals $545,642

Foundations $399,979

Corporations $147,948

Other $47,943

Congregations $40,378

TOTAL REVENUE $11,886,263

Programs $11,479,055

Fundraising $446,547

Administration $105,065

TOTAL EXPENSES $12,030,667
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SUPPORTERS
1,898 volunteers donated 630,596 hours of their time valued at $15,222,587

“I feel that helping people 
is a life long process and I am 

only one of the many wonderful 
people who volunteer at 
the Hunger Network. It is 

truly rewarding to see 
the appreciation from the 

individuals and families we 
serve at the hunger center. 

We are making a difference in 
their lives every day and that is 

something to be proud of.” 
- Eileen, HNGC Volunteer



DONATE TODAY
We strive to make a place at our table for 
everyone; a place at our table means access 
- access to nourishment, wellness, and 
community.  By making a donation to the 
Hunger Network, you will provide needed 
resources to help your neighbors.

DONATE TODAY
HungerNetwork.org/Donate
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