
emergency food relief. Crossman
shared that Dana regularly
reminded him and the Board that
hunger is everywhere, even in their
backyards and that is was their
responsibility to identify those in
need of help and serve, anyway
they can.

Both revered Dana for her
tireless efforts and tenacious spirit
while serving this community, thus
proclaiming this day, November 5th

in her honor. Both representatives
presented her family with
proclamations to commemorate this
devotion. Allow this day to serve as
inspiration for years to come.

 We are deeply saddened to announce that
Hunger Network Executive Director, Dana Irribarren,
passed away on Wednesday, October 14th. Dana’s
incredible strength and endless compassion, spirit
and energy were the driving force behind Hunger
Network’s mission of service to all those in need.
 As founding Executive Director, Dana devoted
her life to uplifting our city’s under served by her
great vision and huge heart.  Her life’s passion and
leadership were dedicated to disrupting the root
causes of poverty, hunger and health.  Under her
direction, the organization grew from a small
network of eight pantries into a countywide
operation.
 For three decades, Dana fought to bridge the
divide between what she saw as Cleveland’s two
cities: those benefiting in the prosperity of our
society and those caught in a cycle of inequality.
Her lasting contribution to all of us is the Hunger
Network, an organization that serves thousands
every day from nearly 100 locations.
 Our city, county and world are immeasurably
better because of Dana.

We extend our thoughts and prayers to her
beloved family who stood by her side through this
journey.

Now is
the time,
the Hunger
Network
needs
you!

Consider making a financial donation to the Hunger Network of
Greater Cleveland and give the gift of food this Holiday Season.
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Dana Irribarren DayIn Memoriam
Thursday, November 5, 2015

was proclaimed “Dana Irribarren
Day” throughout Cuyahoga County.
It was an honor and our pleasure to
welcome County Executive Armond
Budish to a special breakfast event
celebrating the life of Dana
Irribarren. County Executive Budish
reflected on the devotion Dana gave
to fulfilling her mission to fight local
hunger and identified her
commitment to breaking the cycle of
hunger and poverty as unmatched.
He recognized Dana’s dedication
and hard work in serving the poor
for her entire professional career,
spanning over 40 years.

Additionally, Councilman and
Board of Trustee Vice President,
Jeffrey Crossman also provided
appreciation and honor through a
proclamation from the city of Parma.
Dana had close ties to the Parma
community as a former resident and
being home to the Parma Hunger
Center located in the Parma
Lutheran Church, one of nearly 100
centers within our network of

Above: Alej�ndro Irrib�rren �ccepts
procl�m�tion from Councilm�n
Crossm�n

Friday, December 4th
Buy Your Tickets Today!

HungerNetwork.org
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The Hunger Network of Greater
Cleveland was pleased to invite community
leaders and dedication supports to take “a
place at our table” on Thursday, Nov. 5,
2015. A breakfast event, hosted at Bridges
within Quicken Loans Arena, was planned
to introduce the new, fresh look of the
organization and kick-off our annual
appeal. It also served as a celebration for
the life of a tireless leader and founder,
Dana Irribarren.

It was a special morning with over 125
guests united to  learn what “a place at our
table” truly means. To the Hunger Network,
it means access – access to nourishment,
wellness and community. Making a place
at the table for everyone is important to us,
and no one understood that better than
Dana.

At the event, the new brochure and
video were unveiled, both projects for
which Dana had worked on, as well as the
annual appeal that was introduced. Dana
worked diligently to assure success for the
annual campaign, as it is the largest
fundraising effort each year. Resources are
low and the need high during the holidays.
Dana wanted to demand the community’s
attention and start a much needed
conversation about local hunger. All of
these powerful messages are available on
the organization’s website, please visit
HungerNetwork.org/nourishCLE.

The campaign is discussed in more
detail on the following page of this
newsletter, however the highlight of this
event was our celebration for the life of a
woman who helped so many neighbors in
need. The Hunger Network had the
privilege of bestowing the first Hunger
Network Lifetime Achievement Award to
the family of Dana Irribarren – her husband,
Alejandro and son, Irvin. Dana knew that
she was to receive this award, and she was
excited and honored at the prospect.  Dana
is so deserving of this recognition as she
dedicated her life to serve as an advocate

for others. For her, it truly was a lifetime
of achievement.

The award will serve as ongoing
remembrance of Dana’s love for the
community she honored through service
every day.  As further testament to her
lifetime of commitment, the Hunger
Network will name future awards as the
“Dana Irribarren Lifetime Achievement
Award.”

Both Alejandro and Irvin stood by
her during this journey of developing the
Hunger Network because she wanted it
to be a family affair. It was fitting that
they accepted the honor on her behalf.
Irvin spoke with pride of the
accomplishments of his mother and
shared organizational statistics, clearly
illustrating his own passion for the
mission. It was very clear, Dana was
there in spirit with us that morning.

The Hunger Network would like to
extend a special “thank you” to Twist
Creative and Authentic Films for their
generosity and talents in the preparation
of the campaign material and video. We
would also like to thank additional event
supporters: Quicken Loans Arena,
Consolidated Solutions & Wild Flour
Bakery.

Nourishing Cleveland by Nourishing Clevelanders
Help us nourish our neighbors this holid�� se�son

Now is
the time,
the Hunger
Network
needs you!

“A Place at Our Table” Means Access

Irvin & Am�nd� Oslin �nd Alej�ndro Irrib�rren �ccept the Lifetime Achievement
Aw�rd in honor of D�n�’s leg�c�.

Cleveland is making headlines. Articles like Travel
+ Leisure’s “America’s Best Cities for Foodies,” or U.S.
News and World Report’s “An Urban Revival in the Rust
Belt” herald its success and call attention to what we
already know—Cleveland is booming.

We’re revitalizing our waterfront and downtown.
Excitement for our sports teams feels like we’re on the
cusp of something great. Our health industry is growing
and thriving. Our city’s infrastructure and aesthetics are
getting some TLC as we prepare to host the Republican
National Convention. And the food scene is popping. All
said, things are looking up.

But there is a flip side.  In a “Tale of Two Cities”
scenario, while critics herald Cleveland as one of the
best “foodie” cities in the nation, one out of three people
still can’t afford the meals they need and more than 50
percent of our city’s kids live in poverty, according to the
2013 U.S. Census Report. That’s the second highest
childhood poverty rate in the nation.

Where will Cleveland be in 2040 if nothing
changes? Can the Cleveland we’ve built continue to be
successful when so many of its people can’t afford to
meet their basic needs?

When you can’t find or afford the nutrition you
need, everything in your life suffers. The impact is most
profoundly seen in our children. In the short term, a
hungry child can’t focus. She finds it difficult to learn,
engage and even play.

Long term, hunger will stunt her development and
shortchange her mind, health and potential as an adult.
Poor diet could contribute to obesity, diabetes, heart
conditions, depression, developmental issues and
more. She may become trapped in a cycle of poverty
that could last for generations.

The result? If a city is only as strong as its people,

 then we all suffer. We miss out on her
contribution as an active member of our
community, and feel the burden of the
cost of her care as a compounding weight
to our society.

Is this the future we want for the
people of Cleveland? Not if we can
change it. At the Hunger Network of
Greater Cleveland we are dedicated to
meeting the needs of the hungry, with the
help of our 1,400 volunteers. We make a
seat at the table for every Clevelander by
placing nutritious food directly into the
hands of people who need it most. Each
month we serve meals to 60,000 people
in Cuyahoga County, more than 40
percent of which are children, and
distribute 75 percent of Greater
Cleveland’s emergency food.

We worry that not enough people
know about the scope of our services. To
us, one missed opportunity is too many.
That is why our growing network, of
nearly 100 pantries and hot meal centers,

provides nourishing meals in “food des-
ert” neighborhoods where nutritious food
is hard to find. With our programs, we are
teaching people to grow and prepare fresh
food and helping to close the health care
gap by bringing screenings, health edu-
cation and linkages to health care provid-
ers to those same neighborhoods.

We are an effective and efficient
organization. Ninety-four cents of every
dollar donated to the Hunger Network
goes toward buying food and each dollar
donated provides four nutritious meals to
people in need.

We believe by meeting the basic
needs of our most vulnerable people, we
can change this “tale of two cities” into a
story of one. Let’s become known as the
city where, wherever we go, we go
together. So the Cleveland of 2040 lives
up to our reputation as a “revival in the rust
belt,” and is a city that we’re all proud to
call home.

Consider making a financial donation to the Hunger Network of Greater Cleveland and
give the gift of food this Holiday Season.

Offer a general donation or give that gift in honor of a special person. Honors and Memorials are
welcome and are recognized in our Spring Newsletter and by sending the honoree an acknowledgement
card. This card will identify that you have honored them by giving a holiday gift to the Hunger Network
that will feed hungry children and families during the coldest, most difficult time of year. Simply return
the enclosed envelope with your donation or visit our website at HungerNetwork.org and click the “Donate”
button.  Please include if this gift represents an individual[s] or if it is a general donation to nourish our
neighbors in need.
Want to do more? Please know, your time, talents and donations help us help Cleveland.

Fund or food drives are always greatly beneficial during the
holiday season. Motivate your office, church or other
organization to be involved  without a major time
commitment. Contact the Hunger Network if you have any
ideas of other events you’d like to do! Please keep in mind
that along with food, we are in need of other
products/toiletries for our clients.

Volunteer as an individual– we are looking for
dedicated volunteers to volunteer monthly in
our centers for a minimum of 3 months.
Volunteer as a group– get your coworkers or
friends together to help with larger projects at
our centers. We need help with everything from
painting to restocking!

Share our mission with
your friends, family and
coworkers. Just think,
what if each of your friends
donated $5 – think of the
impact you could make!



-Chuc� Dic�e�,
M�n�ger of Southe�st
Clerg� Hunger Center

-M�tt C�rroll,
Office of Count� Executive Budish

-H�rr� Boomer,
Host/Executive Producer

A Lifetime of Achievement: Dana Irribarren

-Fred Schulze,
W�l� Te�m C�pt�in &

P�st Bo�rd of Trustee Member

-Di�ne Zellmer, Bo�rd of Trustees, M�n�ger of Redeemer ICH Crisis Center,
Run/W�l� for Hunger Committee Member

- D�� Armelli, Bo�rd of Trustees & Best P�rt� of the Ye�r
Committee Member/ P�st Event Ch�ir

- Councilm�n Jeffre� Crossm�n,
Bo�rd of Trustees Vice President &

Friends Committee Member

It is not possible to truly express the loss we feel for our founding Executive Director, Dana Irribarren.
A woman who devoted 40 years of her brief life to one mission – the mission of advocating for our most
vulnerable neighbors, the hungry.  We will cherish every memory and every lesson we learned from her
as we strive to fulfill her legacy.

Cleveland 19 News has created a beautiful video commemorating Dana’s life as the founding
Executive Director for the Hunger Network. This video is available for all to enjoy on our homepage at
HungerNetwork.org. Thank you to JoAnn Larson of Cleveland 19 News for these memories.

-Sus�n & M�rc Ziegler,
Life Trustee & M�jor Gifts

Committee Members

Thank you to the following friends who have made gifts to the
Hunger Network to keep Dana’s legacy ongoing:

-Rev. Ben Gohlstin, Friend & Colle�gue

-Mi�e Teichm�n, Bo�rd of Trustees President

-J�� Luc�relli, Bo�rd of Trustee
-M�r� Levtzow,

W�l� Te�m C�pt�in
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Honorar iums & Memorials

Sunday, Nov. 8th

marked the second
annual food drive at
the Greater Cleveland
Aquarium, Touchdown
for Hunger! The
Hunger Network

scored big as the community came from all
areas to support the efforts lead by the team
at Greater Cleveland Aquarium and Nautica
Entertainment Complex. All guests who
donated at least one non-perishable food
item received entry to the Aquarium for only
$7, an extremely generous discount from
their standard rate of $19.95. The Hunger
Network pairs these canned food items with
fresh produce and proteins to provide
nutritious meals for the 60,000 clients that
visit our hunger centers each month. Bonus
funds were generated from a raffle featuring
an autographed jersey of Cleveland Browns
Offensive Lineman Joe Thomas. Additional
supporters of the food drive include Orlando
Baking Company and the Cleveland Browns.

This month the Hunger Network received a
very special gift from the members of the
Community of St. Peter Catholic Church. The
church conducted a Thanksgiving donation
campaign throughout the month of October
to benefit the Hunger Network. Specifically,
this congregation requested the funds benefit
one of our pantries within their community,
St. Timothy Missionary Baptist Church.  In
the spirit of giving, the Community of St.
Peter Church united to raise $5,000 to fight
local hunger. Rev. Joshua Harris of St.
Timothy received the good news in
November and plans to use these funds to
purchase necessities required to feed
families that attend the auxiliary pantry.  St.
Timothy is open on the last Thursday and
Friday of the month and is located at 7101
Carnegie Avenue in Cleveland.  This
generous contribution is a true testament of
what can be accomplished when we come
together to help others.

The Hunger Network of Greater Cleveland welcomes our
newest staff member, Ramona Wilson. Ramona joined our
team in September as a part time Stay Well Project Assistant.
Her background includes a bachelor’s degree from Cleveland
State University in Liberal Studies and Linguistics with a

minor in Asian Studies and she is currently pursuing a Masters of Education in TESOL
(Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages).

Ramona is a born and raised Clevelander and feels a great connection to our
cause. In Ramona’s words, “I love working for the Stay Well Project because I truly
believe in our “Food as Medicine” approach.  It’s wonderful that the Hunger Network
provides needy families with food.  Going into our food pantries and hunger centers
showing them how to use the food they get in the most healthy way possible while
giving basic health screenings is a more holistic and practical approach to truly
“feeding” our under served communities.”
Welcome to the te�m, R�mon�!

*Sponsorship Opportunities Are Available!
Cocktail Attire Suggested, “Old Hollywood” Ensembles Encouraged!

Due to the limited sp�ce in this edition of our newsletter, �ll honor�riums
�nd memori�ls th�t h�ve been received will be fe�tured in our next
public�tion for Spring 2016.

Every quarter, the caring team at
Molina HealthCare participates in a giving
project, and they most recently selected the
Hunger Network as the beneficiary! Molina
partnered with “The Pack Shack,” a national
organization dedicated to helping food-
insecure neighbors with an innovative
approach to fighting hunger. The Pack
Shack team gathered the Molina staff
together for a “Feed the Funnel” packing
party on Wed., Nov. 11th. The Molina team
worked hard together packaging delicious,
healthy and easy-to-prepare meals that were
donated to the Hunger Network for
distribution throughout emergency food
centers. Molina raised enough funds and
packaged enough meals to feed 2,800
hungry neighbors right here in Cuyahoga
County.

Not only did it serve as a creative team
building activity for the Molina employees,
but they were giving back to their community
at the same time!
To learn more about this program, visit
ThePackShack.org.


