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Thank you Chairman Levin, Chairman Eugene and Members of the General Welfare and Youth Services 
Committees for the opportunity to testify today on the critical issue of Runaway and Homeless Youth in 
New York City. Thank you to every Member of Council involved in this issue and especially to Council 
Members Johnson, Torres, Gibson, Salamanca, and Council Members Levin, Costantinedes, Gentile, 
Menchaca, Dromm, Mendez, Vacca, Van Bramer, Rosenthal, and Palma, who are the Sponsors and 
Cosponsors of this legislation.  

My name is Jeff Foreman. I am the Director of Policy and Advocacy for Care for the Homeless, New York 
City’s oldest and largest provider of healthcare services exclusively to people experiencing homelessness 
in New York City. Our patients and clients include the children that are the focus of today’s hearing. We 
believe that the modern-day homelessness crisis was caused by poor public policy, and that better 
policies can end homelessness as we know it. The legislation package that is the subject of today’s 
oversight hearing are examples of that better public policy.  

While there is no accurate count of Runaway and Homeless Youth (RHY) in New York City, the best 
estimate remains the 2007 Empire State Coalition study that projected over 3,800 young people 
homeless in New York City. They estimated 1,600 of those young people spent the night in the streets, in 
abandoned buildings, subway stations or vehicles. More shameful, an estimated 150 of them had spent 
the night with sex work clients. 

We don’t know the accuracy of that 2007 estimate, but little has happened since then that would have 
reduced New York City’s RHY population. We do know children are turned away every day from New 
York City’s clearly insufficient number of RHY beds.  

Our lack of accurate information about RHY is the need for Chairman Johnson’s Intro 1619 that would 
report on the number of homeless youth turned away from shelter because of a lack of beds. That 
information will drive policy that meets this critical need; it will provide New Yorkers with information 
that will surely raise public consciousness and open hearts. We know that the existence of that reporting 
requirement will itself spur the availability of more beds and better policy. 

We support this legislation as well as Intro 1699, allowing for expanded time frames for services; Intro 
1700, setting additional reporting requirements concerning the RHY population, needs and available 
services; Intro 1705, establishing specific requirements for RHY intake in the shelter system; and Intro 
1706, establishing specific shelter operations for RHY up to the age of 24. 

What we have learned since the 2007 Empire State Coalition study is that Runaway and Homeless 
Youth, often “thrown out” by those in their lives that were responsible for nurturing and providing them 
security, will be effected for the rest of their lives if they are denied services and forced into the streets 
for any length of time. It is almost beyond imagination that we would do that – except that we do it right 



now. The set of legislation before Council at today’s hearing seeks to get the information we need and 
to provide the services Runaway and Homeless Youth so desperately need. 

 

Thank you.        

  


