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As the new federal administration closed in on its first 100 days last week, Congress and 
the President adopted a one-week extension continuing resolution to postpone a federal 
government shutdown, but requiring a financial agreement be adopted by tomorrow (May 5). It 
appears there is an agreement to a new financial package that would last through the end of the 
current U.S. government fiscal year ending September 30, 2017 (and just 5 days and 7 months 
late!), although it hasn’t been fully enacted as of this morning. There had been great anxiety over 
the Trump administration’s proposals to cut $18 billion in non-defense domestic spending on 
housing programs for people experiencing homelessness and other poor families and individuals, 
to reduce food and nutrition support for vulnerable people, to cut federal healthcare spending 
for people in need, to eliminate the U.S. Interagency Counsel on Homelessness, eliminate all 
Community Development Block Grants and to cut almost all discretionary domestic spending. 
But in the end the new financial package didn’t do any of those things.

At various times over the past ten days there were threats that the administration wouldn’t 
sign a spending  plan that didn’t make these kinds of cuts, or didn’t defund Planned Parenthood 

healthcare, or didn’t take away critical money from the Affordable Care Act, or didn’t start building 
a wall on the Mexican border. In the end, none of those things were included.

The new agreed-to federal spending plan generally extends most domestic spending at flat funding for the remainder of the fiscal 
year. That means no decrease over current spending, although at lower rates than recent years because of across the board cuts called 
“sequestration” that occurred over the past few years.

This bipartisan $1.07 trillion agreement does include additional defense spending of $15 billion and an increase of $1.5 billion for border 
security, and slightly increases or holds flat  most programs of special interest to advocates for people experiencing homelessness, living in 
deep poverty and very-low income people. It provides slightly higher funding for the Public Housing Capital Fund, Choice Neighborhood 
Grants, Housing for People with AIDS, and Healthy Homes & Lead Hazard Control.    

Programs essentially “flat-funded” include Homeless Assistance Grants, Tenant-Based Rental Assistance (including Veteran Affairs 
Supportive Housing - VASH – grants), Family Self-Sufficiency, Community Development Block Grants, HOME Investment Partnerships, 
Self-Help Home Ownership Opportunity Program, Project-Based Rental Assistance, Housing for the Elderly, Housing Counseling, and Fair 
Housing and Equal Opportunity programs. The measure very slightly increases specific programs for people experiencing homelessness, 
targeting $43 million to address youth homelessness, and making it easier for local Continuums of Care to assist homeless youth 24 years 
old or younger. It also provides a very small increase of $10 million to build new units or provide rental assistance under the Housing for 
the Elderly program.

This welcome news about a Congressional bi-partisan spending agreement doesn’t mean the threat to programs for people experiencing 
homelessness or living in or near poverty has ended. A new Fiscal Year 18 budget is set to be adopted by September 30, in less than five 
months. The new administration will soon be submitting a full year budget proposal, likely including all the budget cuts and complete 
elimination of programs they previously sought. That means the time to act is now! People who care about protecting children, families 
and individuals who have no stable housing, are at risk of losing their homes, or who are living in poverty should contact their members of 
Congress, both in the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate, and tell them it’s important to you to protect healthcare, housing 
and food and nutrition programs for people in need.

Health centers, like Care for the Homeless, are at risk, too, because Congress must both extend (reauthorize) the Health Center Fund, 
which will otherwise expire, and appropriate funding for health center grants.  Without Congressional action before September 30, health 
centers will face a devastating 70% cut. This is what some people are calling the healthcare “funding cliff”. The Department of Health and 
Human Services estimates this would lead to closure of 2,800 health center sites, 51,000 layoffs of clinicians and other personnel, and loss 
of access to care for more than 9 million patients nationally.  

All health centers, and especially health centers like CFH that serve people experiencing homelessness, provide desperately needed 
primary and specialty care to our most under-served neighbors. Without federally funded health centers, most of our patients would 
utilize emergency rooms and avoidable hospitalizations, resulting in far worse medical outcomes at far greater costs in public resources. 
Studies have shown patients served by health centers have 24% lower total Medicaid costs than patients served in any other setting.      

At Care for the Homeless we believe the modern day homelessness crisis was caused by poor policy choices – such as the massive cut 
backs in public housing and housing programs for very low income people starting in the 1970s. Further cuts in these programs and other 
effective programs to deliver healthcare, housing, food and nutrition and other safety net programs would also be bad policy choices with 
tragic results such as increased homelessness, worse health care outcomes and lifelong challenges for vulnerable children. These kinds of 
cuts are not just bad choices and the wrong thing to do, they actually cost more in public resources over time.

Please all and make your voice heard today. You can call your Senators or U.S. House Members through the switchboard at (202) 224-
3121. You can find out who your representatives are at whoaremyrepresentatives.org. The final votes on spending for the next fiscal year 
starting October 1 will be cast in September, but now is the time to let your Representatives know how strongly you feel about it!              

New U.S. Financial Package Avoids Worst Budget Fears, For Now 

Source: Tyler LaRiviere, Chicagoist
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The Busy Advocate’s May Calendar
 
Thur., May 4th, 12:00 p.m., Picture the Homeless rally and “visioning session” in support of proposed NYC “Housing 
Not Warehousing” legislation, at 1390 Stebbins Avenue (vacant lot), Bronx, NY . 

Thur., May 11th, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Panel Discussion sponsored by FPWA, “The First 100 Days: Examining Trump’s 
Urban Agenda” at 40 Broad Street, 5th floor, New York, NY 10004; RSVP at https://goo.gl/yINBha.

Mon., May 15th, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., NY City Council General Welfare Committee Oversight hearings for Human Resources 
Administration budget at 10 a.m. and Department of Homeless Services at 11:30 a.m., City Council Chambers, NY City 
Hall. 

Wed., May 17th, 6:00 p.m., Community Services Society sponsors a discussion on “The Poor People’s Campaign of 
1968: Can It Be Resurrected to Advance Economic and Social Justice in 2017”, 633 Third Avenue, 10th floor, New York, 
NY 10017, register at https://goo.gl/l938gk.

Thurs., May 18th, 8:30 a.m. - 11 a.m., Baruch College host’s “NY Housing Conference Policy Symposium: Outlook for 
Affordable Housing in the Trump Administration” City officials, local advocates and Washington experts discuss threats 
and opportunities for affordable and public housing, 55 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10038. 

Sun., May 21st, 9:30 a.m. AIDS Walk NYC in Central Park, enter at 59th Street and 5th Avenue and follow the signs to 
the team tables. To sign up for the Care for the Homeless team register at https://goo.gl/ZqNlN1.

Wed., May 24th, 12:30 p.m., CAB Client Leader Meeting, CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, NY.

Mon., June 5th, 5:00 p.m., CFH First Monday Policy Briefing on the HOPE Count: How many people are homeless and 
unsheltered in NYC, CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, NY.

Wed., June 14th, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., CFH and the LIU MPA program hosts “The Bobby Watts Policy Forum on Pre-
venting and Ending Homelessness in NYC”, Free program includes presentations by great policymakers, advocates, 
academics and clients, and discussion and Q-and-A sessions, featuring a light breakfast reception and lunch keynote 
address, 1 University Plaza, Brooklyn, NY 11201. Open to all, but you must register in advance, which you can do at 
https://goo.gl/0RVl5o. 

2017 Preventing and Ending       
Homelessness Policy Forum
Join Care for the Homeless and Long Island University 

Brooklyn’s MPA Program for a free policy forum about preventing 
and ending homelessness in NYC on Wednesday June 14th, from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The Forum is free and open to the public 
and will include a breakfast reception and lunch keynote address. 

The Forum topics will include how to fight, prevent and end 
homelessness, ways to provide adequate housing for those living 
in extreme poverty and barriers that undocumented people face 
while homeless. Panels will feature leading NYC homeless policy-
makers and experts, providers of homeless services, advocates 
and clients. 

At Care for the Homeless we believe that the modern 
homelessness crisis was created by bad policies and that better 
policies can end it. The purpose of the forum is to bring policy 
makers, service providers, academia, advocates and clients 
together to talk about ways to prevent and end homelessness 
and ultimately identify policy recommendations with client 
centered solutions. Help us envision ways to prevent and end 
homelessness in New York City. Join us at this forum to contribute 
to the conversation about ending homelessness. You can register 
at https://goo.gl/0RVl5o.

Care for the Homeless (CFH) will hold 
its fourth annual Summer Solstice 
SuccessCelebration recognizing the 
“success stories” of our clients who 
have overcome incredible obstacles 
while homeless. The celebration is set 
for Tuesday, June 20th, at Broadway 
Presbyterian, 601 West 114th Street in 
Manhattan from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

The event will recognize CFH clients 
who have overcome homelessness 

by obtaining and maintaining stable 
housing, overcome health obstacles 

and achieved success in advocating for better policies to fight, 
prevent and end homelessness. We will also recognize the CFH 
clinicians who have worked with our clients to achieve health 
successes.

Join us for a celebration recognizing the success of our friends 
and neighbors. The Celebration, featuring a meal and musical 
entertainment, is free and open to all. You can register at https://
goo.gl/vnZ2uD.

If you want to learn more about the Summer Solstice Success 
Celebration and are interested in bringing the celebration to 
your community, please listen to a webinar we conducted with 
the National Health Care for the Homeless Council titled “From 
Darkness to Light: Honoring Success and Resilience at the Summer 
Solstice”  at www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RCs0Fd3xh8.

Summer Solstice 
Success Celebration

Department of Social Services 
Commissioner Steven Banks  and 

Client Leader Loretta Thomas


