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Care for the Homeless Advocates are a common 
sight at New York City Council meetings and hearings, 
and in meetings with City policymakers. CFH also 
actively advocates for policies to fight, prevent and end 
homelessness at the state and national levels. In March, 
those efforts included “advocacy day” trips to the state 
capitol in Albany and the Capitol Building in Washington, 
D.C.

On March 6 a group of CFH client leaders, staff and Board 
Members spent the day speaking to legislators in Albany 

about keeping our state’s commitment to provide more 
supportive housing for people experiencing homelessness, funding for health centers in the state, funding for healthcare for New Yorkers 
without health insurance coverage, and the proposed Stability Support housing subsidy program to increase the housing allowance for 
households receiving public assistance in New York. While New York State continues to negotiate its 2017-18 state budget, we’ll continue 
to advocate for issues to fight homelessness and poverty in New York. 

CFH’s Albany advocates included client leaders David Broxton, Ava Conner, Patricia Gale, Adrianna Goffredo, Garrett McMahan, Calvin 
Alston and Vilna Miller. Also participating were CFH staffers Jeff Foreman, Nathalie Interiano and Thom Newton, and CFH Board Member 
Barbara Knecht who serves as Chair of the Board’s Policy Committee. Legislative offices they met with included both Democrats and 
Republicans, and State Assembly Members and State Senators.

A contingent of client leaders and staff also traveled to Washington, D.C., to meet with New York members of the House of Representatives 
and Senate on March 30, to talk about healthcare issues, protecting Medicaid, federal housing policy and safety net programs. The federal 
government is in the midst of both budget and other major policy reviews. Two important approaching budget deadlines in Washington 
include an April 28th expiration of the current “Continuing Resolution” that authorizes funding for federal government programs and the 
end of the U.S. fiscal year on September 30.

Client leaders advocating on the Washington trip included Ava Conner, Gayle Dorsky and Calvin Alston, along with CFH staffers Jeff 
Foreman and Nathalie Interiano. They meet with five Congressional offices including an in-person meeting with Congressman Gregory 
Meeks. Members of the group also had the opportunity to meet and speak with Congressional leader and civil rights icon Congressman 
John Lewis of Georgia.

“Advocacy in this time of anxiety about public policy is more important than ever,” according to CFH Consumer Advisory Board Chair Ava 
Conner.  “CFH’s Policy and Advocacy program includes regular and ongoing constituent calls and meetings in New York City, but it was 
really great to have the opportunity to meet with our representatives in Albany and Washington, too.” 

CFH client leaders and others will be traveling to Washington again in June to participate in another “Advocacy Day” program. 

CFH Advocates Meet With Our Legislators   

   On Wednesday, June 14, 2017 Care for the Homeless is partnering with the Long Island 
University in Brooklyn to sponsor “The Bobby Watts Policy Forum on Preventing and Ending 
Homelessness in New York City”. The forum will run from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at One University 
Plaza, near DeKalb and Flatbush Avenues in Brooklyn. This is a follow up to a Homelessness 
Policy in NYC conference Care for the Homeless held in 2015, which included presentations 
by a number of policymakers, elected officials, advocates, academics and clients. Some of the 
presenters and panelists at that forum included the Speaker of New York City’s Council and a 
number of Council Members, the Public Advocate, and the city DHS Commissioner. This year we 
will also have a varied lineup of stakeholders and we will begin to announce the participants in 
the coming weeks.  
Care for the Homeless and Long Island University will facilitate a robust discussion about 
current homelessness policies and develop new ideas that could improve outcomes for New 

Yorkers experiencing or at-risk of homelessness. The Forum topics of discussion will include exploring avenues for local, state and federal 
government cooperation to help end homelessness, discussing ways to provide adequate housing for those living in extreme poverty, 
exploring the relationship between law enforcement and homelessness to identify important reforms, identifying barriers that undocu-
mented people face while homeless and many more topics.
    The event is free and open to the public. It will include a breakfast reception and lunch keynote address. Please join us at this forum and 
contribute to the conversation on how we can prevent and end homelessness in NYC. You can reserve your spot at https://www.event-
brite.com/e/policy-forum-on-how-to-prevent-and-end-homelessness-in-nyc-tickets-33471329648. 

CFH Client Leaders, Staff and Board Members in Albany and Washington D.C.

City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito delivered keynote 
address at the 2015 CFH Homelessness Policy Forum

2017 Homelessness Policy Forum
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The Busy Advocate’s April Calendar
 Thur., April 6th, 5:30 p.m., Forum on Medical Challenges, sponsored by State Assemblyman Gottfried and many other 
organizations, 32BJ SEIU Union Hall, 5th floor auditorium, 25 W 18th Street, Manhattan, N.Y.

Tue., April 19th, 10:00 a.m., City Council Committee on Housing and Buildings, regarding legislations against tenant 
harassment by landlords, City Council Chambers, NYC City Hall.
 
Thur., April 20th, 10:00 a.m., City Council General Welfare Committee public hearing, Department of Homeless Services 
Oversight, Committee Meeting Room 16th floor, 250 Broadway, Manhattan, N.Y.

Wed., April 26th, 12:30 p.m., CAB Client Leader Meeting, CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, NY.
 
Mon., May 1st, CFH “First Monday” Policy Briefing on the City Budget and Homelessness Issues, CFH Conference Room, 
30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, NY.

As State Budget Negotiations Continue It Looks Like
One Win One Loss for Housing Issues

Today, a full six days after the official deadline, New York still hasn’t passed its $162 billion 
state budget, and isn’t likely to before Easter. CFH has been advocated in Albany and with state 
legislators in New York City, participated in rallies at the Governor’s office in Manhattan, and 
written, called and petitioned about important housing and healthcare issues to fight, prevent 
and end homelessness in New York. But as it appears now, despite anxiety over what may come 
from Washington, regional and special interest issues always caught up in the budget, and the 
strain of overtime negotiations and pressure, it appears advocates fighting homelessness and 
poverty will see one big win, even as we have to keep fighting on another issue.

A year ago, when the 2016-17 state budget passed, we celebrated a $2 billion-plus 
appropriation for affordable and supportive housing that included development of 6,000 new 
units of supportive housing. It was the state’s down payment on a commitment to build 20,000 
supportive housing units over 15 years including 15,000 units in New York City. Unfortunately, 

that budget item was contingent on the Governor and legislative leaders executing a Memorandum of Understanding detailing how 
and where the initial units would be built – which never happened.

So it looks like one big victory is a $2.5 billion appropriation including those 6,000 supportive housing units agreed to in the still to 
pass state budget – but this time with no strings attached. This is crucial to fighting and ending homelessness in New York City because 
the state’s 15,000 supportive housing units together with the City’s commitment to build another 15,000 units will bring 30,000 critically 
needed units of housing, most of which will go to people experiencing homelessness. At least 550 of the city supportive housing units 
are already on line. Supportive housing alone can’t end New York City’s homelessness crisis, but it is an absolutely necessary part of the 
solution.

CFH and our client leaders also advocated for the Home Stability Support legislation proposal authored by Queens Assemblyman 
Andrew Hevesi, Chairman of the Assembly’s Social Services Committee, to raise the housing subsidy available to New Yorkers receiving 
public assistance up to about 85% of the average fair market rent established by the federal Department of Urban Development (HUD) 
for a community based on family size. There are currently 171,000 households in New York receiving the public assistance “shelter 
allowance”, but the allowance has not kept up with rising rents.

Prior to 1975, the rents of households on public assistance were eligible for full payment of rent within certain limitations. The current 
shelter allowance program was designed in 1975 to pay the full rents of the vast majority of recipients, but over the past 40 years the 
failure to regularly increase the benefit has made it less and less valuable. 

For example, the household allowance for a family of three in the state currently ranges from $264 a month to $447 a month, based 
on location and other considerations. The actual average market cost, according to HUD, should be between $658 and $1,608. The 
devaluation of this rent subsidy has occurred despite a court decision establishing the state’s responsibility to adequately provide for 
housing for families with children on public assistance. 

The cost of the updated home stability support allowance is estimated at $450 million, partially in federal funding. But keeping very 
low income families or those in deep poverty in their apartments, and avoiding homelessness, would actually save the state millions. 
Like the funding for supportive housing, a reasonable subsidy to allow people to shave stable housing is vital to fighting homelessness. 
In New York City it’s estimated the new home stability support allowance would cost about $11,224 on average for a family of three, 
while city shelter cost for the same family might cost on average about $38,460.

But despite how important the Home Stability Support is, that it’s the right thing to do and even that it saves public resources over 
time, we are informed by Assemblyman Hevesi’s office that isn’t included in the budget currently being negotiated. 

Obviously we’re disappointed, but we’re still committed to this important legislation, and as long as the negotiations continue we’ll 
keep advocating for it. Even if we don’t win in this budget battle, we hope Assemblyman Hevesi, Senator Klein and the many legislators 
who support the program will keep at this effort. To understand how good this idea is just remember it was endorsed by more than two-
thirds of the State Assembly, editorially supported by The New York Times, and supported both by most advocates fighting for homeless 
or poverty issues, affordable housing experts and the landlords’ trade organization. That doesn’t happen often.

If you are committed to fighting homelessness you can help, too! Please call your State Assembly Member and your State Senator (find 
them at whoaremyrepresentatives.org) and urge them to support Home Stability Support. You can also tell Governor Cuomo that you 
support the idea at 518-474-8390.        

CFH Client Leaders Advocate for Supportive Housing 
Outside of Governor Cuomo’s Manhattan Office


