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Become an advocate today! Join  us on Facebook and on Twitter 
for up-to-the-minute info.

Stigmatizing poor and especially homeless people, and criminalizing being 
homeless, is a growing problem across the U.S. This stigmatization results 
in increasing numbers of attacks on people perceived to be homeless, and 
the passing of laws criminalizing necessary life activities like sitting or lying 
down in public, or eating or feeding people in public, and leads to arrests, 
incarceration and costs that contribute nothing toward a solution to the 
modern day homelessness crisis.  That’s why Care for the Homeless has joined 
with dozens of other advocacy organizations and leaders in a “Housing Not 
Handcuffs” campaign that will kick off nationally on Tuesday, November 15th in 
Washington, D.C., and features a New York City event on Wednesday, November 
16th, at 1 p.m., across the street from the Holy Apostles Soup Kitchen at 296 9th 
Avenue, in Manhattan. 

Despite numerous federal court decisions outlawing laws that criminalize 
“life necessities” for people experiencing homelessness, unless they are given 
an alternative, many municipalities continue year-after-year to adopt and 
enforce them. These laws are inhuman, result in aggravating already difficult 

circumstances for people living in poverty or experiencing homelessness, cost vast 
public resources in law enforcement, corrections and court expenditures, and doesn’t provide any solutions.

In addition to opposing stigmatizing and criminalizing poverty and homelessness, the “Housing Not Handcuffs” campaign advocates 
for stable housing. Providing real housing offers people in need a solution, it improves neighborhoods, and it saves substantial public 
resources. Study after study documents that providing stable housing is not just the right thing to do, but it saves communities substantial 
resources, too.

This advocacy campaign will support a number of issues that are currently being debated in New York City, including the right to 
legal counsel in all eviction cases, maximizing efforts to use public and vacant properties to provide housing for people experiencing 
homelessness and an end to discrimination based on housing status. 

Please join us in advocating for an end to criminalizing homelessness and supporting stable housing for our neighbors in need by 
participating in our Housing Not Handcuffs launch event on Wednesday, November 16th, at 1 p.m., immediately across the street from 
the Holy Apostles Soup Kitchen, on 9th Avenue between 27th and 28th Street. The program, which will include currently and formerly 
homeless people telling their own stories, will also include “advocacy tabling” efforts by a number organizations and the launch of a survey 
for formerly or currently homeless people. 

If you would like to participate in the survey you can find it at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BWXWT3K.

New Yorkers to Launch “Housing not Handcuffs” Campaign  

      People who can’t afford banking – who don’t have a checking or savings account or 
other banking services – pay a high cost for being “unbanked”. They are in the Catch-22 
situation of being unable to maintain required balances and unable to pay costly     
service charges and monthly fees, and then having to pay sometimes expensive fees 
for check cashing, money orders and other typical banking services.
    By some estimates about 8 million Americans have no bank account (unbanked), 
and another 25 million plus have an account but still need to buy alternative              
services such as check cashing or money orders (underbanked). Well over a million              
households in New York City are in unbanked or underbanked. In the Bronx, over 21% 
of all  households don’t have a bank account. 
    The cost is high. Depending on the services used, and how often they are used, it 
can cost an unbanked” household $400 a year just to cash checks, get money orders 
and pay bills. Unbanked households often use pre-paid debit cards, which can also 
increase costs significantly.

    Source: WRAP

Check Cashing Locations

It’s Expensive to Be Poor
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The Busy Advocate’s November Calendar

Mon., Nov. 7th, 5 - 6:30 p.m., CFH First Monday Policy Briefing on Medical Respite and Homelessness in NYC, presented by 
CFH Chief Medical Officer Dr. Regina Olasin, CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, NY.

Tue., Nov. 8th, 6 a.m. - 9 p.m., ELECTION DAY! Don’t forget to vote, you can locate your polling place through the NYC 
Board of elections at http://vote.nyc.ny.us/.

Wed., Nov. 16th, 1:30 p.m., Launch of NYC “Housing Not Handcuffs” Campaign, park across from Holy Apostles Soup 
Kitchen on 9th Avenue (between 27th and 28th Street), Manhattan, NY. 

Thur., Nov. 17th, 10:00 a.m., NYC City Council Oversight Hearing by General Welfare and Health 
Committees, on “Medical Health Services” in the city’s shelter system, 250 Broadway, Committee Room, Manhattan, NY. 

Mon., Nov. 21st, 10:00 a.m., NYC City Council Oversight Hearing by General Welfare and Health Committees, on “Mental 
Health Services” in the city’s shelter system, 250 Broadway, Committee Room, Manhattan, NY.

Tue., Nov. 29th, 12:30 p.m., HAC Client Leader Meeting, CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, NY. 

Wed., Nov. 30th, 12:30 p.m., CAB Client Leader Meeting, CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, NY.

Election Day on November 8: Get Out and Vote!

This Tuesday, November 8, is Election Day! The polls are open from 6 a.m. until 9 p.m. in New York. Every registered voter is qualified to 
vote in this important general election, and everyone should. If you aren’t sure where to vote, visit http://vote.nyc.ny.us to locate your 
polling place.

As a nonprofit organization, Care for the Homeless never endorses 
candidates or political parties, but we do urge everyone to be involved 
and certainly to vote. Each year, for the past 4 years, CFH and our client 
leaders have run a nonpartisan voter registration drive specifically 
targeted to registering people experiencing homelessness and to urging 
every eligible person to vote. We’ve registered over seven hundred voters 
in those 4 years. But registering is only the first step; Tuesday is everyone’s 
chance to speak up and be counted.

In addition to the Presidential election we all hear so much about, 
there are also candidates running for the U.S. Senate and House of 
Representatives (where all federal appropriations for housing and social 
safety need programs are determined) and for the New York State 
Senate and State Assembly (where important decisions about providing 
supportive housing and affordable housing are high on the agenda). 
These elections are critical at every level for issues important to us all.

Please be sure to take the time to vote on Tuesday. 

It’s Expensive to Be Poor cont’d...

     The costs aren’t just the fees and charges involved in buying typical bank-type services. The cost in time is high too. Just as                      
importantly, the inability to use bank services makes it more difficult to save and build assets; it lowers what some commentators refer 
to as an individual’s “financial health”, or the structure that allows for building financial management skills, resiliency and opportunity.
   For several years Care for the Homeless has advocated for policies to ease the unbanked and underbanked problems that affect so 
many extremely low income families and individuals. We have advocated to the Federal Reserve, FDIC and Controller of the Currency 
about policy changes to hold banks more accountable for providing services that aid the communities they operate in. We’ve provided 
official comments to Congress requesting that the appropriateness and cost of banking in communities where banks operate branches 
be a part of the required “Community Reinvestment Act” review required for federally licensed banks. We’ve also advocated for policies 
to require banks in New York City with city deposits to accept the NYC-ID card as identification for opening accounts and conducting 
business.
   Because of our advocacy for reasonably priced financial services for low-income families and individuals, CFH is now participating in 
a review the Congressional Budget Office is doing for Congress. CFH and our client leaders are committed to continued advocacy for 
services to assist people living in poverty or earning low wages.    


