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Two hundred people turned out for the third annual Care for 
the Homeless “Summer Solstice Success Celebration” honoring 
homeless and formerly homeless New Yorkers who have 
overcome incredible obstacles to successfully battle health care 
challenges or find and maintain stable housing. Steven Banks, 
New York City Commissioner of Social Services, lauded the 
event as an opportunity to “destigmatize the all too frequent 
media stigmatization of poor and especially homeless people, 
by recognizing how hard people work under extraordinary 
difficulties to escape homelessness, to overcome obstacles and 
to find success in very trying circumstances.”

Banks addressed the group and handed out “Housing 
Success Awards” at the Celebration. Dr. Regina Olasin, Care 
for the Homeless Chief Medical Officer, and a number of CFH 
health service providers, gave out awards to patients that 
they nominated for their extraordinary work and success at 
overcoming health care challenges. Awards were also given to 
several clinicians for their work.

Care for the Homeless client leader Raymond West was honored 
for his outstanding policy work with a special “Advocacy Success” 
award for his efforts in advocating for CFH’s agenda in New York 
City, Albany and Washington, D.C. In accepting his award West 
thanked CFH for “the opportunity to give back and make a 
difference that has made me feel good about myself again.”

Celebrating Success Against Extraordinary Odds

Philip Malebranche won the CFH “Short Story of Success” essay contest. He wrote about the experience of getting a good job after struggling 
with homelessness and unemployment for years. “Now I have a job, and I’m on my way,” Malebranche said. He also announced at the event 
he expects to have his own stable housing soon. 

“It’s a great day,” CFH Executive Director Bobby Watts told the gathering, “when we get together to celebrate the success of people who 
have experienced homelessness. And because we know we can end homelessness, this is the time to redouble our efforts to offer the 
opportunity for success to every New Yorker struggling with shelter, access to health care or poverty.”

The event also featured music by the band “Three is Word” led by Care for the Homeless client leader Garrett McMahan. The band entertained 
both before and after the celebration, and led a sing-a-long during the program. A full dinner meal was served to over 150 people, and 
dozens of participants participated in the Celebration’s “Wall of Success” project, posting their own message of success.  

Barbara Knecht, CFH’s Policy Committee Chair, told a story of CFH’s success about the Summer Solstice Success Celebration. Care for the 
homeless “invented” the idea of the Success Celebration in 2014, and scheduled it as a summer solstice event because each winter solstice 
(December 21st) CFH observes Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day, memorializing New York City residents who died while homeless during 
that year. “We really love this program, “Knecht said, “and it’s an idea that’s catching on. This year a Summer Solstice Success Celebration 
is being held in a dozen cities across the country, including Baltimore and Miami. Even better, the National Health Care for the Homeless 
Council has begun promoting our idea, and next year we expect dozens and dozens of cities to observe it along with us, and then perhaps 
a hundred cities.” 

HRA Commissioner Steven Banks and Housing 
Award Winner Loretta Thomas 

Advocacy Success Winner Raymond West and 
CFH Policy Director Jeff Foreman 

Story of Success Winner Philip Malebranche and 
CFH Policy Committee Chair Barbara Knecht

Health Success Award Winner Vilna Miller and 
CFH Chief Medical Officer Dr. Regina Olasin

CFH’s Bobby Watts Appointed to NY State Interagency Council on Homelessness 

Governor Cuomo appointed New York’s first Interagency Council on Homelessness in June to 
conduct a comprehensive review on the crisis of homelessness across the state over the next 24 
months and issue a report. Cuomo charged the Intergancy Council to identify problems, pursue 
solutions and establish a creative and flexible set of best practices. Cuomo named two top state 
officials as co-chairs, and ten members from across the state, including CFH Executive Director 
Bobby Watts. 
Watts said, “We have a great example at the federal level of an Interagency Council that has helped 
to marshal resources. It is one of the best investments we can make to address homelessness.”

CFH Director Bobby Watts
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The Busy Advocate’s July Calendar
Tue., July 12th, 2 - 3 pm, Opportunity Agenda Webinar - Leading with Values: Social Justice Messaging Tips, this free       
webinar will explain the basics of values-based messaging, give examples of how it works, and have guest speakers       
discuss the impact it has made in their professional work, you can register at https://opportunityagenda.org/events. 

Wed., July 13th, 5 pm, HASA and Homelessness Town Hall, VOCAL - NY is hosting a discussion on homelessness in NYC 
with HRA Commissioner Steven Banks, Judson Memorial Church, 55 Washington Sq, Manhattan, NY. 

Wed., July 27th, 12:30 pm, Joint meeting of CFH’s two client leader boards (HAC and CAB), CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 
33rd Street, Manhattan, NY.

Thur., Aug. 4th, 50th consecutive monthly publication of Policy Matters Newsletter.

State Supportive Housing Funding Tied Up in Paperwork
The state budget appropriations adopted in April (the state’s fiscal year ends in March) included an 

appropriation of $1.97 billion to fund the state’s plan to create 6,000 units of supportive housing within 
five years, as a down payment on the state’s  pledge to create 20,000 units, including 15,000 units in New 
York City, over 15 years. But the legislation required that a “Memorandum of Understanding” (MOU) be 
executed between the Governor and legislative leaders laying out how all but the first $150 million in 
funding would be spent.

Unfortunately, the state’s last scheduled legislative session for the year ended on June 18th without an 
agreement on the required MOU. The legislature could be called back into session after the November 
elections, though there is currently no public plan to do that. In fact, the Governor and legislative leaders 
could execute the required MOU even without a legislative session. 

Given New York’s homelessness crisis, the swiftest possible execution of the MOU to release the bulk of 
the initial supportive housing funding is crucial. And remember, this is just a “down payment” on the state’s 
pledge of 20,000 supportive housing units over 15 years.

The truth is those units of supportive housing are desperately needed right now – today – to help end homelessness in our city and state. 
Supportive housing alone isn’t the total solution to the homelessness crisis, but it is a necessary step in the process. Studies show New York 
City could immediately fill those 15,000 supportive housing units targeted to the city. In fact, currently only one in seven homeless families 
who apply and are eligible for supportive housing in New York City actually get the housing they are qualified for. 

People who care deeply about ending homelessness can help in this fight by calling the Governor’s office at 518-474-8390, and letting 
them know how important it is to get the MOU executed and release the funding to create more supportive housing. You can call your 
state legislators, or find out who they are at http://assembly.state.ny.us/. Ask your State Assembly Member or State Senator to urge their 
legislative leader to complete the MOU, too.  

    City Council adopted legislation requiring homeless shelters, correctional facilities and public 
schools to provide access to free feminine hygiene products, on June 21. The legislation passed 
on a 49-0 vote.
   Care for the Homeless (CFH) and our client advocate leaders have been advocating for this 
for the last two years. We participated in roundtable discussions sponsored by Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras-Copeland, testified at City Council’s  Committee on Women’s Issues, worked 
with the staff members from Councilwoman Ferreras-Copeland and Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito’s offices, and advocated for this directly to many Council Members.  
    This law was needed because some girls regularly miss school because of the inaccessibil-
ity of hygiene products, and sometimes in some shelters or prisons women have resorted to 
makeshift pad usage. Accessibility to hygiene products for women should be a basic human 
right, just like access to healthcare. Because of this legislation, now it is in shelters, schools and 
correctional facilities.
Being able to maintain a hygiene routine is key to a woman’s feeling of self-worth. As an organi-
zation serving homeless patients our clinicians have seen homeless women who face not only 

loss of dignity, but infections and other health problems from lack of access to feminine hygiene products. 
     Lack of access also causes and reinforces a stigma around menstruation. Councilwoman Ferreras-Copeland said, “providing menstrual 
hygiene products privately, immediately and for free is also about sending a body-positive message by not perpetuating shame and 
humiliation, and acknowledging that women’s bodies, even those of women serving time in prison, deserve some dignity during their 
periods.” 
     Advancing health care rights for underserved, vulnerable populations is a cornerstone of the policy work Care for the Homeless does. 
We’re proud to have been involved in advocating for this important law. We salute Councilwoman Ferreras-Copeland, Speaker Mark-
Viverito and the entire City Council.

NYC’s Groundbreaking “Menstrual Equity Legislation” 

Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras-Copeland (at podium) 
and Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, along with 
City Council Members speaking about the legislation 

Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook and on 
Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.

Supportive housing is desperately needed 
today!


