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FEBRUARY 2016

Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.

For over a dozen years, as homelessness in New York City has risen to its 
highest level ever and people experiencing homelessness are increasingly 
stigmatized and victimized, New York’s “Homeless Protection Act” has been 
stuck in our state legislature without a hearing or a vote. That’s why CFH is 
asking you to get involved by contacting your New York State Assembly 
Member, State Senator and City Council Member to ask them to support 
this legislation. 

The proposed Homeless Protection Act would make violent attacks 
against people solely because they are or are perceived to be homeless, a 
hate crime. It’s hard to believe but this bill has been stalled in the New York 
State Senate for years!

Just as importantly, it would require keeping statistics about violent 
attacks on homeless people.  There have been a growing number of attacks 
on homeless people and these attacks are becoming more violent, with 
more of them resulting in deaths as being poor or homeless is increasingly 
stigmatized. But no one keeps real statistics on these attacks. They often 
go unreported and when reported may often go unrecorded.

Keeping good statistics would raise public consciousness about 
stigmatization. If people understood how severe this problem is it would launch a public discussion that could promote policies and 
programs to prevent, fight and end modern day homelessness as we know it.

Each year the National Coalition for the Homeless reports on these violent attacks on people experiencing homelessness. Every year the 
conclusion is that stigmatization and hatred toward the victims of homelessness is growing, the number of attacks is increasing and these 
attacks are becoming even more brutal. They report that between 1999 and 2013 there were over 1,400 such violent attacks. 

Without accurate statistics even the 1,400 attacks number is almost certainly low. Each December at our Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day 
observance remembering those who died in New York City that year without housing, we always remember by name one or more people 
attacked while homeless in our city, who died as a result of the attack. If we had accurate statistics and people could grasp the dimensions 
of this crisis, they would join us to do something about it.

Right now - today - we’re asking you to contact your representatives in the New York State Assembly and State Senate urging them to co-
sponsor the Homeless Protection Act (it’s Assembly Bill 1353 and Senate Bill 813). Legislators must hear about this from their constituents if 
we want this bill considered and voted on.

Councilwoman Annabel Palma has introduced a City Council Resolution (Resolution 891) urging the state adopt the bill. We’re asking city 
residents to contact their city Council Member, too, asking them to sign on to Council Resolution 891. 

After your contact, please let CFH know when the contact occurred, who you spoke with and what happened. E-mail us at 
policy@cfhnyc.org or call Policy Director Jeff Foreman at 212-366-4459. 

Join Us: Contact Your Reps to Protect Homeless NYers 

NYC Annual Street Homeless Count to Take Place on Mon., Feb. 8th

Ask your representatives to support the Homeless Protection Act today

Each year New York City conducts its HOPE Count (“Homeless Outreach Population Estimate”), an effort to count the people experiencing 
homelessness on the streets, in parks and other public places, in all five city boroughs on a given night. This year the HOPE Count will be 
held starting about 10 p.m. on Monday, February 8, through about 4 a.m. on Tuesday, February 9. Originally scheduled for January 29, the 
count was rescheduled due to snow.

Directed by the city’s Department of Homeless Services, the count relies on about 3,800 volunteers. This year, as in year’s past, many Care 
for the Homeless clients and staffers have volunteered to be part of the effort.

 Many people view New York City’s point-in-time count of street homelessness as “the gold standard” in these kinds of census efforts. It is 
the largest and oldest effort of its kind in the United States. The idea of a one night point-in-time street count originated in New York City 
and is now required by the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development throughout the country.

 Still, a point in time “count” is really just an estimate because of the difficulty in finding and interviewing everyone who should be counted, 
including people who understandably do not want to be included. Continued. 
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The Busy Advocate’s February Calender
Wed., Feb. 3rd, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., Training only for those participating in Albany Mental Health Legislative Day, St. 
Francis College, 180 Remsen St., Brooklyn (see 2-23-16 below)

Thurs., Feb. 4th, CFH participating in “Opportunity, Responsibility & Security Forum: Consensus Plan for Reducing 
Poverty & Restoring the American Dream”, must be pre-registered, Ford Foundation, 320 E. 43rd Street, NY, NY, 10017 

Thurs., Feb. 4th, 1 p.m., City Council General Committee oversight public hearing on “Department of Education’s 
Support for Students Who are Homeless”, City Council Chambers, New York City Hall

Thurs., Feb. 4th, 7 p.m., Mayor de Blasio’s 2016 State of the City address laying out his plans for NYC for 2016, will 
be live streamed by the Mayor’s office.

Mon., Feb. 8th, 6-8 p.m., Forum Addressing Needs of Trans- and Gender Non-Conforming Community in NYC, featur-
ing City Council Speaker Mark-Viverito and Council Members Jimmy Van Bramer, Daniel Dromm and Juliisa Ferreras-Cope-
land, Jewish Center of Jackson Heights, 3706 77 St., Jackson Heights, NY

Mon., Feb. 8th, 10 p.m. through Tues., Feb. 9th at 4 a.m., HOPE Count, NYC’s “Homeless Outreach Population Estimate” 
count; this is the city’s program to count the number of people experiencing homelessness on city streets and in public 
places; volunteer to participate at 212-361-7979 or by sending an email to hope@dhs.nyc.gov. Conducted throughout NYC
 
Thurs., Feb. 11th, 12 p.m., City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito’s State of the City address, Samuel Gompers 
High School, 455 Southern Boulevard, Bronx; must RSVP to 212-442-1649 to attend [no large bags or back packs allowed 
on the campus] 

Tues., Feb. 23rd, Annual Mental Health Legislative Day in Albany, ft. a Capital Rally advocating for appropriate mental 
health programs, funding & supporting adequate supportive housing for people suffering from mental illness, sponsored 
by NYAPRS, buses from several NYC locations, must make advance arrangements through NYAPRS, call 212-780-1400

Wed., Feb. 24th, 12:30 p.m.- 2 p.m., Joint meeting of the CFH HAC and CAB Client Leader Boards, 5th floor conference 
room, 30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, 10016

Mon., March 1st, 5 p.m., CFH’s “First Monday Policy Briefing”, 5th floor conf. room, 30 E. 33rd Street, NY, NY, 10016.

Mon., March 7th, starts at 9:30 a.m., CFH/Community Health Center Grassroots Advocacy Day in Albany, at Empire 
State Plaza Convention Center rooms 2-4, then moves to office visits at the state capitol building.

This month’s Care for the Homeless Policy Briefing was a presentation 
and discussion on the large array of new policies and programs initiated 
by both the city and state in the last six weeks. “The recent focus 
on homelessness and new programs is  a real opportunity to raise 
consciousness and to advocate for policies to fight, prevent and end 
homelessness,” according to CFH Executive Director Bobby Watts.

 On Monday, February 1, Watts and CFH Policy Director Jeff Foreman 
led the program that reviewed major new supportive housing plans 
initiated by the city and state, new prevention and outreach programs, 
programs to provide greater resources to people experiencing 
homelessness, and new plans to inspect, report on and repair homeless 
shelters, among other issues.

 One of the most significant initiatives are supportive housing efforts by both the city and state designed to create 30,000 new supportive 
housing units in New York City that will provide subsidized housing and necessary services that can assist unstably housed families and 
individuals in gaining permanent housing.

 CFH’s March First Monday Policy Briefing will be held in the 5th floor conference room at 30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, at 5 p.m. on Monday, 
March 7. The program is free and open to the public.

Cont’d. Because of the inherent difficulty in accurately estimating street 
homelessness, and because it is dramatically affected by the time of year and 
the weather conditions on the night of the count, the City has been considering 
moving to quarterly counts.

Though most homeless policy advocates and policy makers agree there is 
no accurate figure for street homelessness, the 2015 HOPE estimate counted 
3,182 homeless New Yorkers on the streets, parks, subways and other public 
places in one night in February of 2015, which was about a 5% reduction 
from a year earlier. Most New Yorkers anecdotally report an increase in street 
homelessness, and Mayor de Blasio has estimated the figure at between 3,000 

and 4,000.

NYC Annual Street Homeless Count to Take Place on Mon., Feb. 8th

A volunteer interviews a New Yorker during a previous HOPE count

CFH Briefing Highlights What’s New in Homeless Policy


