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Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.

Every year on December 21st, the longest and one of the coldest 
nights of the year, advocates around the country remember homeless 
neighbors who passed away that year.

The Care for the Homeless annual Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day 
program, cohosted with the New York City Rescue Mission, will be held 
on Monday, December 21st at 3:30 at 90 Lafayette Street in Manhattan. 
The memorial includes reading the names of those who have passed 
this year without a home with a candle lit in their honor and a bell tolled 
in remembrance. It is free and open to the public, as an opportunity to 
remember and advocate for better policy that can end homelessness 
as we know it. 

The health consequences of homeless are severe - those experiencing 
chronic street homelessness can live 30 to 40 years less than the 
average American. “I’ve often heard Care for the Homeless physicians 
and clinicians longing to be able to write the prescription that would 
most improve their patients’ condition,” CFH Executive Director Bobby 
Watts said, “a script for housing.” 

Join us on December 21st to remember community members who 
passed away without proper housing in 2015 and advocate for a day 
when we no longer need a Homeless Memorial Day. 

Monday, December 21st, 2015 at 3:30 p.m. at 90 Lafayette Street, Manhattan. 
Free and open to the public.

Join Care for the Homeless in Remembering Homeless 
Neighbors Lost in 2015, Monday, Dec. 21th 

CFH, and our partners in the “Campaign 4 NY/NY Housing”, celebrated a great accomplishment in November as New York City announced 
a $2.6 billion commitment to create 15,000 units of new permanent supportive housing, most of it to assist people in New York City who 
are experiencing homelessness. The supportive housing concept is to provide stable, permanent, subsidized housing with necessary 
supportive services to those who need it.

The NY/NY4 supportive housing proposal is a follow on to three previous NY/NY supportive housing programs that have already 
successfully provided 14,000 supportive housing units now operating in the state. In the past these programs have been funded jointly 
by New York City and the state. While the new 15,000 units are entirely a city program, Governor Cuomo has indicated he will address 
homelessness issues in his 2016 State of the State address next month.

CFH Celebrates Greater Commitment to Supportive Housing 
As Necessary Step to Ending Homelessness 

Remembering New Yorkers who passed away without a home at the 
2014 Homeless Memorial Program
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The Busy Advocate’s December Calender
Tues., Dec. 1st, 5 p.m., Care for the Homeless World AIDS Day Commemoration, CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 33rd St, 
5th Fl., NY, NY
 
Mon., Dec. 7th, 5:00 p.m., Policy Briefing on the Opioid Crisis and its Impacts on Homeless New Yorkers, 30 East 
33rd Street, 5th Floor, NY, N.Y. RSVP Here.
 
Wed., Dec. 9th, 10:00 a.m., City Council General Welfare Committee Addressing the Homelessness Crisis Commit-
tee, Council Chambers, City Hall, NY, NY
 
Fri., Dec. 11th, Deadline for agreement on federal spending for 2015 and 2016, last month’s “budget deal” to avert a 
government shutdown set “top line” spending amounts but didn’t appropriate funding for specific programs. CFH is part 
of advocacy effort promoting adequate funding of health clinics, health care, housing programs for extremely-low income 
households and people experiencing homelessness, and programs to assist those in deep poverty. Failure to pass legisla-
tion by December 11 could result in temporary program shutdowns.
 
Mon., Dec. 21st, 3:30 p.m., Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day, NYC Rescue Mission, 90 Lafayette Street, N.Y., N.Y, Pro-
gram features a meal, live entertainment, and a special tribute to Homeless New Yorkers who passed away this year. Free 
and open to the public.

Thurs., Dec. 24th, Christmas Eve.
 
Fri., Dec. 25th, Merry Christmas!

CFH Client Leaders Observe 
World AIDS Day 

“We’ve been observing World AIDS Day for many years at Care for the 
Homeless,” CFH client leader Calvin Alston told participants at an event 
held at the CFH offices in Manhattan, “but after 30 years of epidemic, 
this year we have something to celebrate!” Alston spoke about CFH’s 
programs to diagnose and care for people living with AIDS and HIV, and 
the New York state plan to “end the HIV/AIDS epidemic by the end of the 
decade.”

RSVP for December 7th CFH 
Policy Briefing on Opioid 
Epidemic and Homelessness 

We’ve all been reading about the epidemic of heroin and 
opioid abuse that the federal Department of Health and Human 
Services has declared a major health crisis. This month’s Care 
for the Homeless “First Monday Policy Briefing” will address 
the opioid crisis in New York City, how it is impacting people 
experiencing homelessness and what the city and Care for the 
Homeless is doing about it.

CFH Assistant Executive Director, Nurse Practitioner Debbian 
Fletcher-Blake, will lead the presentation and discussion in the 
CFH Conference Room on the 5th floor at 30 E. 33rd Street, in 
Manhattan, on Monday, December 7, at 5 p.m. As always, the 
program is free and open to the public.

The Campaign 4 NY/NY Housing seeks to create 35,000 supportive 
housing units in the state, largely in New York City and targeted to provide 
housing for people living in shelter, on the streets or at immediate risk of 
homelessness. CFH joins the Supportive Housing Network of New York 
and dozens of advocacy partners in the effort. In the last month our 
efforts for supportive housing have included public education events, 
participating in public rallies and press conferences, and testifying before 
the New York City Council.

 Solving New York City’s modern day homelessness crisis will require 
doing many things, certainly including developing a significant number 
of new supportive housing units and expanding the availability of units 
available to those receiving vouchers in subsidized rental assistance 
programs. The Campaign 4 NY/NY Housing goal of 35,000 units would 
be a giant step towards ending homelessness as we know it in New York 
City.

 The current 14,000 units of supportive housing now operating as a 
result of the previous NY/NY programs are 14,000 pieces of evidence 
about how successful this can be. While developing and operating 
supportive housing isn’t inexpensive, it’s actually cheaper than shelter 
and with far better outcomes. A 2013 New York City study documented 
that each supportive housing units saves the city about $10,100 annually. 
Unfortunately without more resources four of every five New Yorker in 
desperate need of supportive housing won’t get it.
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