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POLICY MATTERS
Care for the Homeless

The summer heat brought an avalanche of tabloid media attention, and the inevitable political reaction to it, about 
street homelessness in New York City. Unfortunately, much of the attention centered on blaming, or worse shaming, 
people for being poor or experiencing homelessness. All too often it led to calls not for adopting the better public policy 
that can effectively fight and end homelessness as we know it, but calls for arresting people for being poor and homeless. 
One political figure offered his prescription for how to treat people experiencing homelessness: “You chase ‘em and you 
chase ‘em and you chase ‘em  and you chase ‘em, and they either get the treatment that they need or you chase ‘em out 
of the city.”

One city police organization launched a social media campaign by asking police officers, their families and friends to 
take and post pictures of homeless New Yorkers in distress on the streets. They named their media page “Peek-A-Boo, I 
See You.”

At the end of last month Care for the Homeless Executive Director Bobby Watts was interviewed on a number of TV 
news broadcasts about the effort and what many advocates felt was an onslaught of harassment on people experiencing 
homelessness. He pointedly refused to characterize the motives of those involved in the police organized picture posting 
project. Click to hear about Bobby’s response.

But he did say the outcome was up to all of us, and it could be either positive or negative. If the increased attention and 
focus on people experiencing homelessness moved us to think about and work on policies that can effectively prevent, 
fight and end homelessness, than it would be a positive thing. If it resulted in more stigmatization, harassment and 
criminalization of poverty and homelessness, it would be a negative and awful outcome.

Bobby Watts’ point, and the underpinning of the Care for the Homeless policy effort, is that we actually know how 
to effectively prevent, fight and end modern day homelessness as we know it. The point is that policy choices caused 
modern day homelessness and better policies can end it.

Better medical and mental health care, effective rental subsidies to assist people in overcoming homelessness and the 
development of more supportive housing can fight and end modern day homelessness. What’s more, these policies won’t 
cost more in public resources over time than what we’re already spending.

On the other hand, policies based on just “moving on” people experiencing homelessness, or arresting them, provide 
no solution at all. They don’t solve anyone’s problems and they don’t create any housing. In fact, they make the situation 
worse. And the price in valuable police time, court and corrections costs and other public resources is very expensive, with 
no good outcome.

Advocating for real policies aimed at helping the victims of homelessness, improving the neighborhoods of New York 
City and saving public resources and tax dollars in the process, is what our Care for the Homeless policy mission is all 
about.

A Summer of Stigmatizing Homeless People While We 
Could be Ending Homelessness

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    
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Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.

Join CFH for Policy Briefing On New City Plan For Crisis 
Intervention: Monday, September 14th 

Working with community activists and advocates for people experiencing homelessness, the city and the New York City 
Police Department has initiated a new model plan to focus police and community interaction between police and unstably 
housed people based on human rights, dignity, safety and promoting positive outcomes. The plan establishes a pilot 
Community Crisis Intervention Team project in each borough, with an emphasis on providing appropriate mental health 
interventions and promotes better mental health intervention training for police officers.

City police statistics indicate NYPD responds to more than 100,000 calls annually involving an emotionally disturbed 
person. These calls are always challenging and potentially extremely dangerous. The “crisis intervention” approach offers 
better and more productive outcomes while making the streets safer for both people with mental health challenges and 
the police officers who respond to these calls.
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Join CFH Policy Briefing Sept. 14th cont’d.

New City Crisis Intervention plans will address community interactions between 
police and people experiencing street homelessness

The CFH Policy Briefing on the new Street Crisis 
Intervention program will be presented by a number 
of people involved in putting the concept together 
including Community Access Advocacy Specialist 
Carla Rabinowitz; John Volpe, NYC Department of 
Mental Health and Mental Hygiene Special Advisor on 
Criminal Justice; Dustin Grose, Peer Coordinator for the 
Catholic Charities Behavioral Health Care Coordination 
Health Home; and Concern for Independent Living’s 
NYC Operations Director Jim Mutton. Mr. Mutton is 
a member of the Board of Directors at Care for the 
Homeless. 

The briefing, along with questions, answers and a 
discussion, will be presented at 5 p.m. on Monday, 
September 14, at the Care for the Homeless Board 
Room on the 5th floor at 30 E. 33rd Street, in Manhattan. 
The CFH monthly policy briefing is normally presented 
the first Monday of each month, but is being held on 
the second Monday in September due to Labor Day.

CFH Voter Registration Drives Enters Home Stretch
It’s been a very busy and successful summer for 

the Care for the Homeless annual voter registration 
drive. Care for the Homeless has held a series of non-
partisan voter registration tabling events at CFH sites 
led by client leaders who have worked tirelessly and 
enthusiastically. Client-Leaders have also been active 
in encouraging registration in their local communities. 
By the end of August 86 new names were added to 
New York’s voter rolls!

 To quote one newly registered voter, “I always 
thought that I wouldn’t be able to vote because I’m on 
probation.  Thanks to the information provided at the 
registration drive I found out that I am eligible. It’s a 
great feeling.”

 Client leaders have been terrific advocates for 
becoming registered. When presented with arguments 
such as “My vote doesn’t mean anything,” or “Nothing 
is going to change so why vote?” Client leaders have 
pointed out, in the words of Garrett McMahan, 
Consumer Advisory Board member, “You’ve got to be 
in it to win it!  If you don’t vote, don’t complain in the 
future! You have a chance to make a difference.”

September marks the last full month this year of our 
Voter Registration Drive. September 22 is National 
Voter Registration Day. Many voter drives will be held 
in numerous locations around the US. Care for the 

Homeless is proud to be part of this important effort. You can find a full list of our September activities in the activities 
calender below.

We can’t predict how many new voters will be added before the Voter Registration Drive ends on October 2. We can 
guarantee each new addition to the voting rolls is important and valuable for the future.

Client Leaders Garrett McMahan (right) and Patricia Gale (middle) and Policy 
Analyst Tom Newton (left) running a voter registration drive at Jamaica Citadel 

Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.
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The Busy Advocate’s September Calender
Monday, September 14th, 5 p.m. Policy Briefing on NYC’s Crisis Intervention Project and Street Home-
lessness, 30 East 33rd Street, 5th Floor, NY, N.Y 10016. 

Tuesday, September 15th and Wednesday, September 16th, Congress back in Washington, “National 
Call-In Days” for adequate funding for programs for housing, health care and food security. Call your Repre-
sentative toll free at Capital Switchboard, 1-866-220-0044 or 1-800-833-6354.

Monday, July 20th to Friday, October 2nd, Care for the Homeless Voter Registration Drive, tabling 
events in September:
• Thursday, September 3, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., Wards Island Project H.E.L.P USA,  Wards Island, NY, NY 

10035
• Thursday, September 10, 10:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. , Yorkville Common Pantry, 8 E 109th Street, NY, NY 

10029
• Monday, September 14, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., PJ Sharp Center for Opportunity, 89 Porter Avenue, BK, 

NY  11237
• Wednesday, September 16, 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m., St. John’s Bread & Life, 795 Lexington Ave., BK, NY 

11221
• Friday, September 18, 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m., New York City Rescue Mission, 90 Lafayette St., NY, NY 

10013
• Tuesday, September 22, 12:00 - 2:00 p.m., Susan’s Place, 1911 Jerome Ave., Bronx, NY 10453
• Tuesday, September 22, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., All Angels, 251 West 80th Street, New York, NY 10024

National Voter Registration Day, September 22nd, to find out more about how Care for the Homeless is 
participating email us at policy@cfhnyc.org

Tuesday, September 29th, CFH HAC Client Leaders’ Board meeting, 12:30-2 p.m., CFH Conference Room, 
30 E. 33rd St, 5th Fl., NY, NY

Wednesday, September 30th, CFH CAB Client Leaders’ Board meeting, 12:30-2 p.m., CFH Conference 
Room, 30 E. 33rd St., 5th Fl., NY, NY  

Last summer Governor Cuomo announced his “Bending the 
Curve” plan to end the AIDS epidemic in NY State by 2020. 
Care for the Homeless has been an advocate for this plan 
which includes a number of recommendations for ending the 
epidemic, including a call for a much need increase in social 
and housing services.

On Wednesday,  September 2nd, Care for the Homeless 
participated in a meeting of the NY AIDS Housing Network 
where City Council member Corey Johnson discussed the 
city’s efforts to implement the “Bending the Curve” blueprint.

“Working towards the end of the epidemic is personal for 
me.” Council Member Johnson said. “If any two things define 
my time is office it is housing and health care.”

At Care for the Homeless we know housing is health care. 
More services, both medical and non-medical, are needed to 
end the epidemic. 

A Fight to End the AIDS Epidemic 

City Council Member Corey Johnson (l) speaking at a CFH Policy 
Forum earlier this year, alongside Dr. Neal Calman of the Institute 
for Family Health and John Lozier (r) of National Health Care for the 
Homeless Council


