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POLICY MATTERS
Care for the Homeless

As Policy Matters goes to press this first day of the new 2016 federal fiscal 
year, the U.S. Senate passed and the U.S. House appears to be about to vote for 
a Continuing Resolution (“CR”) to maintain current levels of federal funding until 
December 11, providing more time to work out differences and compromise. If no 
new budget were in place today (October 1st) there would be no ongoing authority 
to fund federal lifeline programs for people in deep poverty or experiencing 
homelessness. That includes programs like food nutrition programs such as SNAP 
(Food Stamps), emergency housing programs and funding for medical and mental 
health care for vulnerable people. That would have caused a dreaded government 
shutdown.

One problem with a CR is that it’s really a decrease in spending, continuing 
previous sequestration cuts for the programs we care most about, with no 
increase to pay for rising costs. It’s “kicking the can down the road” for 71 days, 
by which time Congress won’t have to just agree on spending authorization 
and appropriation levels, but also address an increase in the federal debt limit 
which some in Congress may be even more reluctant to support than a budget 
compromise.

The contentious debate about funding last week resulted in the Speaker of the 
House resigning, effective October 30, and demands that a budget compromise 
only be adopted if it included one or another very narrow ideologically driven 
policy that others in Congress, or the President, will never go along with. All this 
despite public opinion polls showing an overwhelming 69% of Americans oppose 
any government shutdown.

The truth is a government shutdown - which happens when there is no budget authority to spend money or the debt limit is 
reached and there aren’t sufficient funds available to pay for ongoing programs - doesn’t achieve anything. It’s inefficient and a 
terrible business practice. It especially stresses nonprofit organizations, like Care for the Homeless, counting on federal funding 
to deliver critical services to people in need. In fact, it actually increases costs, decreases the effectiveness of programs and hurts 
the economy which decreases federal, state and local government revenues. Economists say the last government shutdown 
cost the U.S. economy $24 billion.

Short term fixes at no increased appropriation levels aren’t what we need. We really need a working budget that doesn’t slash 
funding across-the-board for even the most vital health care, housing and food security life-line programs. That’s what we’ve 
been advocating for.

Won’t you please join the effort by calling your members of Congress and letting them know critical health care, housing and 
nutrition programs for people in deep poverty or experiencing homelessness are important to you? Please tell them it’s counter-
productive and wrong to cut funding for programs that provide access to appropriate health care, the opportunity for basic 
housing and food for people who might otherwise go without it. 

   
You can reach your members of Congress at the Toll-Free Switchboard number 1-866-220-0044.

Dodged a Government Shutdown,  But Still Need Your Help

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    
30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor         New York, NY 10016          (212)-366-4459
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Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.

Avoided government shutdown today but budget 
issues are all back on December 11th, but worse.
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Join CFH for Policy Briefing on NYC Fair Chance Act-
Monday, Oct. 5th at 5 p.m.
New York City becomes a leader in the nation-wide 

conversation on criminal justice reform with the passing of a 
new ‘Ban the Box’ initiative, the Fair Chance Act.

Passed in June 2015 and going into effect at the end of this 
month, the Fair Chance Act will allow formerly incarcerated 
job-seekers to apply for jobs without, initially, having to 
disclose their criminal record. The law will not prevent 
employers from doing background checks, but instead 
delays that question until after the employer has offered a 
conditional offer of employment. 

At that point, the employer can take into consideration 
whether the conviction would present a work-related job risk. 
Applying to both public and private jobs in NYC, the bill allows 
employers to hire more competitively by removing criteria 
that usually gets an applicant immediately disqualified - 
having a criminal record, regardless of the nature of the 
crime. Advocates point out that the bill would not require an 
employer to hire a person with a criminal history. Instead, the 
bill allows employers to look at qualified applicants without 
bias. Employment lowers the rates of recidivism and allows 
those who have already paid their debt to society to move on 
with a productive life- this legislation makes that transition 
easier and produces better outcomes for society.

Care for the Homeless will hold a policy briefing on the Fair Chance Act on Monday, October 5th at 5 p.m. at the CFH main office, 
located at 30 East. 33rd St., 5th Fl, NY, NY 10016. The briefing will feature a short presentation on the Fair Chance Act followed by 
a discussion. 

CFH Participates in National Voter Registration Day
Tomorrow is the last day of the Care for the Homeless 

consumer-led Voter Registration Drive, completed with a 
record 20 tabling events! Last month Care for the Homeless 
observed National Voter Registration Day on September 
22nd with multiple drive events held at the soup kitchens, 
shelters and drop-in centers where our clinics are located 
throughout New York City. 

National Voter Registration Day is a day of coordinated 
voter registration efforts across the country. Care for the 
Homeless has participated for several years. The CFH 
drive focuses on registering New Yorkers experiencing 
homelessness, because, as CFH Consumer Advocate Ava 
Conner said “it’s important for everyone to register to vote 
but none more so than underserved populations.”  

If you didn’t get a chance to register with us during our 
annual drive, you can still register in time to vote in this 
year’s elections: the cutoff date is October 9th. If you are 
registered, don’t forget to vote! Although all attention may 
be focused on the presidential elections in Fall 2016, there 
are a number of important local elections this year.

Client Leader David Broxton (rt) registers NYers on Voter Registration Day

Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.
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The Busy Advocate’s October Calender
Thursday, October 1st, CFH Voter Registration Event, 11:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m., South Bronx Job Corps Cen-
ter, 1771 Andrews Avenue, Bronx, N.Y.

Monday, October 5, 2015, Public Forum for Consumers in NYC on Medicaid Managed Care and Behavior-
al Health, 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM or 2 PM - 4 PM, Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services NYC Field 
Office, 501 7th Ave, 8th Fl, (btwn W. 37th & West 38th St) , NY, NY. RSVP Required.
Registration: Email: dohmhregistration@health.nyc.gov - please type “Medicaid Managed Care” and “Morning” 
or “Afternoon” in the subject line; or call 347-396-7998.

Monday, October 5th, 5 p.m. Policy Briefing on The Fair Chance Act, 30 East 33rd Street, 5th Floor, NY, N.Y. 

Friday, October 23rd, Campaign 4 NY/NY Housing forum with elected officials on City and State Agree-
ment to build 35,000 New Units of Supportive Housing, 3 p.m.-6 p.m., 2 W 64th St, New York, NY 10023. To 
RSVP please contact Carla Rabinowitz at 212.780.1400 ext. 7726.

Tuesday, October 27th, CFH HAC Client Leaders’ Board meeting, 12:30-2 p.m., CFH Conference Room, 30 
E. 33rd St, 5th Fl., NY, NY

Wednesday, October 28th, CFH CAB Client Leaders’ Board meeting, 12:30-2 p.m., 
CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 33rd St., 5th Fl., NY, NY

The poverty rate in New York City in 2014 was 20.9%, 
compared to a U.S. national rate of 14.8%, according to U.S. 
Census figures released in September. That means there 
are over 1,775,000 New Yorkers living in households with 
incomes below the poverty threshold. Another 10.9% of New 
Yorkers (an additional 925,000 people) live near the poverty 
threshold, in households bringing in between 100% and 150% 
of the poverty threshold.

Poverty data doesn’t budge for NYC from last year and 
remains higher than U.S. figures, disproportionately effecting 
minorities.

Of course the statistics show great variance in income and 
economics across the city. Minorities and those in low income 
neighborhoods continue to do far worse. For example, the 
poverty rate in the city’s least affluent borough, the Bronx, is 
32.3%. The poverty rate for black New Yorkers is 23.4%; for 
Hispanic New Yorkers it’s 28.8%.

The census data indicates more than half of all New York 
City renter households (52.2%) pay over 30% of their gross 
income for housing. The 30% of gross income for housing 
threshold is the official U.S. government definition of “rent 
burdened.”  

Census Bureau Releases New Poverty Data for NYC

Poverty data doesn’t budge for NYC - remains higher 
than U.S. figure, disproportionately hurts minorities.


