
AN ANNUAL BENEFIT FOR 
THE ALI FORNEY CENTER

THIRD ANNUAL DRAGS 
THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2019

 An unforgettable night of performances by  
New York City’s top drag talent



DRAGS launched in 2017, born from a book of portraits 
by photographer Gregory Kramer. All proceeds from 
the book, including drag legends Sasha Velour, Lady 
Bunny, Peppermint, Murray Hill, and Charles Busch, 
benefit the Ali Forney Center.

THE ALI FORNEY CENTER (AFC) is the nation’s 
largest provider of housing, safety and essential 
services to homeless LGBTQ youth. There are an 
estimated 3,800 homeless youths on the streets of 
NYC, with 40% self-identifying as LGBTQ. As we enter 
our 16th year of service, we continue to expand our 
mission to protect LGBTQ youth from the harms of 
homelessness.

The first two DRAGS events 
have collectively drawn over 
1,000 supporters, and raised 
nearly $80,000, providing over 
40,000 meals for AFC’s 
homeless young people.


Back for a third year, DRAGS 
2019 will feature new (and 
slightly used) talent from New 
York City’s remarkable drag 
scene, all of whom donate their 
time and efforts to this 
incredible night of fundraising 
and theatrics.

$80,000.00 
RAISED

40,000 MEALS 
PROVIDED



Date: Thursday, May 16, 2019 
Anticipated attendance: 500+ 

Previous performers include:

Sasha Velour • Monét X Change

Scarlett Envy • Murray Hill • Gould Cummings • Linda 
Simpson • Ragamuffin • Sherry Vine • Mrs. Smith • Shequida  

Daphne Always • Emi Grate • Vigor Mortis • Wang Newton  
Miz Jade • Ruby Roo • Princess Bytch • Flotilla DeBarge 
Destiny • Horrorchata • Crimson Kitty • Mr. Lee VaLone 

Duelling Bankheads • Merry Cherry • Lal Batti 
Ginger • Sugga Pie Koko • Goldie Peacock 
Kim Ono • Fllyod • Sultana • Pixie Aventura 

Zeta Jones • Glace Chase 
Thee Suburbia • Pearl Harbor 



Audience Reach 
DRAGS performers commit to ongoing social media 

support when they sign on to the event, guaranteeing you 
impressions with a large, diverse, and influential 

audience.


Instagram Reach:

Sasha Velour	    1.4 M

Monét X Change              595 K

Scarlet Envy   73.7 K

Mrs. Smith                       35.4 K

Marti Gould Cummings  22.7 K

Shequida	 	   20.9 K

Murray Hill                       17.5 K


Brita Filter	 	   16.7 K

Tina Burner                      13.6 K

Ragamuffin                      11.9 K  

Merrie Cherry	   11.1 K

Daphne Always	     5.5 K

Rubyroo                              13 K

Horrorchata                        10 K




2019 Sponsor Levels 

Presenting Sponsor: $10,000 
Top billing on all DRAGS materials as “DRAGS, presented by [your name here]”


VIP tickets for 10 in premier seating

Pre-show meet and greet with stars


Logo and/or name on all event media advertisements

Logo and/or name on all printed event invitations


Logo and/or mention on all press releases

Opportunity to carry out unique branded marketing/sampling night of event


Logo and link included on event website

Verbal acknowledgment from stage


Logo with link on e-invitations


Diamond Sponsor: $7,500 
VIP tickets for 8 in priority seating


Pre-show meet and greet with stars

Logo and/or name on all event media advertisements


Logo and/or name on all printed event invitations

Logo and link included on event website


Verbal acknowledgment from stage 


Ruby Sponsor: $5,000 
VIP tickets for 4 in premier seating


Pre-show meet and greet with stars

Logo and/or name on all event media advertisements 


Logo and link included on event website 

Verbal acknowledgment from stage 


Pearl Sponsor: $2,500 
VIP tickets for 2 in premier seating


Pre-show meet and greet with stars

Logo and/or name on all event media advertisements 


Logo and link included on event website 

Verbal acknowledgment from stage 



NAME________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________

CITY_________________________________

STATE___________________ZIP___________

PHONE________________________________

EMAIL________________________________

Please find my check enclosed
Please make your check payable to The Ali Forney Center.
224 West 35th Street, Suite 1500. New York, NY 10001.

Please charge my credit card

M/C Visa Discover AMEX

NAME ON CARD__________________________

CARD #__________________________________

SIGNATURE______________________________

EXPIRATION DATE________________________
he Ali Forney Center is a 501(c)3 not-for profit organization. All gifts are tax deductible 
to the fullest extent allowed by the law. For more information please call 212-222-3427 
or visit the aliforneycenter.org.

__________________________________________________________
_

Presenting Sponsor: $10,000

Ruby Sponsor: $5,000

Diamond Sponsor: $7,500

Pearl Sponsor: $2,500



AFC Client Success Stories 
Wilson: “No son of mine is gay.” Those were the last words that Wilson’s dad spoke to 
him before slamming the door in his face. Wilson came to the Ali Forney Center’s Drop-In 
Center and was very ill. He had an injury that became infected and required surgery. Our 
case manager took Wilson to the hospital and, with no one else to care for him, signed on 
as his emergency contact.  Upon his release, we placed him in our Emergency Housing 
Program.  He then moved into Transitional Housing and started working towards his 
undergraduate degree. Wilson graduated from college, enrolled in law school, and has 
completed an internship abroad working with refugees in conflict-ridden countries.


Thomas: For years, the question “am I gay?” gnawed at him. If he came out, he’d be 
shunned by his community, and maybe even beaten or killed.  He came out and his fears 
bore true. He was persecuted because of his identity.  Thomas fled to the United States. 
For 3 years he bounced from shelter to shelter.  He was harassed and tormented but 
Thomas thought it was better than the violence and fear he was subjected to in his home 
country.  Eventually, Thomas found the Ali Forney Center.  Even though he qualified for 
benefits, Thomas couldn’t access them because of his immigration status.  Returning 
home was not an option for Thomas. Our staff helped Thomas get asylum and placed him 
in our transitional living program.  With no family in the United States, crucial to Thomas’ 
success was pairing him with a LIFE Coach, a mentor to help guide him into 
independence.  Thomas graduated from our transitional living program and is now a full-
time supervisor at a cosmetics store. His LIFE Coach has become his American family.


Dalia: Dalia was 17 when her mother discovered she was in a relationship with another 
girl. Without warning her mother packed all her belongings in a trash bag and left them on 
the steps of their apartment in the Bronx. During the months that Dalia was living on the 
streets, she engaged in risky behavior – as many homeless youth do to survive. She came 
to the Ali Forney Center’s Drop-In Center and met with our health coordinator. Dalia was 
tested on site and her diagnosis was confirmed: She was HIV positive. Given how 
unstable Dalia’s life was, our health coordinator acted quickly and get her all of the 
supports she needed. Dalia was given a bed in our Emergency Housing Program, paired 
with a case manager and met with our on-site psychiatrist. Our medical team prescribed 
her anti-retroviral drugs. Within a week, Dalia was fully caring for her HIV and herself.




EVENT PHOTOS



Press & Media



Contact
Tyler Neasloney

Special Events & Communications Manager

Ali Forney Center

224 West 35th Street, Suite 1500

New York, NY 10001

O: 212-400-0282

F: 212-222-5861

www.aliforneycenter.org


