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CONTACT: 
Richstone Family Center: Debbie Rubio 213-610-5846, drpr714@pacbell.net 
JetBlue: Tamara Young, 718-709-3537, tamara.young@jetblue.com  
KaBOOM!: Caroline Finnell, 202-464-6164, cfinnell@kaboom.org   

JetBlue and KaBOOM! To Build Playground for Richstone Family Center  
In Hawthorne, CA in Six Hours, November 1, 2017 

Volunteers from JetBlue (@JetBlue), Richstone Family Center (@RichstoneFamily) and the community will join 
KaBOOM! (@kaboom) on Wednesday, November 1 to bring joy and laughter to area kids by building a new 
playground at the Richstone Family Center in Hawthorne.   
  
Children and their families come to Richstone with a myriad of problems including depression, anxiety, post-traumatic 
stress, separation issues, grief and loss, exposure to violence, aggressive and defiant behavior, learning problems 
and poor school performance. Exposure to trauma and violence in homes and communities increases risk factors for 
children and families, including mental health problems and impaired social and cognitive development.  

Play is essential to physical, cognitive, creative, social and emotional development. It’s how kids build strong muscles 
and healthy bodies; it’s how they learn problem-solving, conflict resolution and creativity; it’s how they make friends 
and build strong bonds with adults. Yet, only one in four kids gets 60 minutes of physical activity or active play each 
day. In a densely populated area like Hawthorne, where the community is devoid of green or open space, there is an 
even greater critical need for a safe playground where children and families can gather, build connections, and play. 

In August, kids from the surrounding community came together to draw their dream playground. The playground is 
designed based off these drawings and will provide more than 800 kids in Hawthorne with a great, safe place to play.  

This playground is part of a broader effort led by JetBlue as part of its JetBlue For Good platform and KaBOOM! to 
make it easier for kids and families to play and will be the 27th build by the partners. In 2017, JetBlue and KaBOOM! 
continued to build across the country with a recent build in Boston and an upcoming one in New York City. Through 
this partnership, KaBOOM! and JetBlue are creating an oasis where kids feel valued and loved, and where their 
potential is supported, nurtured and celebrated.  

JetBlue For Good is JetBlue’s platform for social impact and corporate responsibility. Giving back is part of JetBlue’s 
DNA and is core to its mission of inspiring humanity. Centered around volunteerism and service, JetBlue For Good 
focuses on the areas that are most important to the airline’s customers and crewmembers - community, youth/
education and the environment. Combining JetBlue’s corporate efforts with its customers’ and crewmembers’ 
passions, the common theme is Good – JetBlue For Good. Join the #JetBlueForGood conversation on Twitter, 
Instagram and Facebook, check for regular updates and get involved.  

WHEN:  Wednesday, November 1   
  8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. Kick-off ceremony 

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Best viewing of playground construction 
1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Final construction phase 
2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Ribbon-cutting ceremony  
(Times approximate) 

WHERE:  Richstone Family Center  
  13634 Cordary Avenue 
  Hawthorne, CA 90250 
  310-970-1921 
                             www.richstonefamily.org 

WHO: Over 200 volunteers from JetBlue (@JetBlue), Richstone Family Center (@RichstoneFamily), community 
leaders and VIP’s, and community members will come together to build the playground. (VIP and community leader 
list will be updated as confirmations come in). 
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Since 1974, the Richstone Family Center has been dedicated to preventing and treating child abuse and trauma; strengthening and 
educating families; and decreasing violence in families, schools and communities. Richstone provides a comprehensive array of 
bilingual low- and no-cost therapy, support and education programs to families in the South Bay and southwest region of Los 
Angeles, which prevent child abuse and domestic violence, build long-term resilience, and keep children out of the child welfare and 
juvenile justice systems. For more information, visit www.RichstoneFamily.org. 

About JetBlue 
JetBlue is New York's Hometown Airline®, and a leading carrier in Boston, Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood, Los Angeles (Long Beach), 
Orlando, and San Juan. JetBlue carries more than 38 million customers a year to 101 cities in the U.S., Caribbean, and Latin 
America with an average of 1,000 daily flights. For more information, please visit www.jetblue.com.  

About KaBOOM! 
KaBOOM! is the national non-profit dedicated to giving all kids – particularly those growing up in poverty in America – the childhood 
they deserve filled with balanced and active play, so they can thrive. Since 1996, KaBOOM! has collaborated with partners to build, 
open, or improve more than 16,700 playgrounds, engaged more than one million volunteers, and served 8.5 million kids. KaBOOM! 
creates great places to play, inspires communities to promote and support play, and works to drive the national discussion about the 
importance of play in fostering healthy and productive lives. To learn why #playmatters and why cities are embracing #playability: 
visit kaboom.org or join the conversation at twitter.com/kaboom or facebook.com/kaboom. 

### 

http://www.RichstoneFamily.org
http://www.jetblue.com
http://kaboom.org/
http://twitter.com/kaboom
http://facebook.com/kaboom

