
 
 
 
 
 

    Board of Trustees Meeting 
 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Meeting called to order by President A. Scarpitti at 7:02 p.m. 
 
In Attendance:  S. Hassel, A. Lewis, N. Lewis, T. Nelson, S. Mullin, T. Roe, L. Sauers, 
A. Scarpitti, A. Shikany, B. Smyth, and G. Wollenweber 
 
Absent:  J. Buening, E. Draugelis, and J. Lovelace 
 

1. Guests: 
 

Cincinnati Police Department, District 2—Officer Tarvin distributed the Hyde Park 
Neighborhood Report and corresponding crime report for April 30- May 17, 2017.  He 
reported that thefts from autos were consistent from this time last year.  He cautioned 
residents to be vigilant about locking garages in the summer months, as bikes and lawn 
mowers are easy targets.  Officer Tarvin reported that nearly 60 cars had been 
damaged (“keyed” with a screw driver) in Oakley this past month.  The bushes around 
the Square have been cut back to improve pedestrian safety in the area.  Officer Tarvin 
can be reached at 979-4480.  
 
Cincinnati Fire Department, Hyde Park Fire Station—Brian Doering (Firefighter 
and Paramedic in charge, Engine 46) reported that in April there were 463 total calls.  
11 fire responses,6 working structure fires, 30 non-fire calls for service, 6 special ops 
runs (4 auto entrapments), 422 EMS runs, 1 SWAT call, 4 cardiac arrest calls, and 153 
advanced life support calls.  Doering reported that Roy Winston has been appointed as 
the new fire Chief following Chief Braun’s retirement.  Doering cautioned residents to 
use good judgment with fireworks and Fourth of July festivities.  Doering can be 
reached at 352-2346 
 
Cincinnati City Council Candidate—Greg Landsman introduced himself and talked 
about his candidacy for City Council.  Mr. Landsman is a resident of Mt. Washington 
where he serves on the Community Council and chairs the NSP Committee.  He is a 
former teacher and runs Strive Partnership, a non-profit focused on public education 
initiatives.  Learn more about him and his campaign at Greglandsman.com.   
 
City of Cincinnati Supervising Structural Engineer—Bill Shefcik reported on the 
progress of the Marburg Bridge project.  The project is on schedule and expected to be 
complete in September of 2017.  Both abutments have been built and the bridge beams 
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will arrive in mid-July.  Work on the final grading in the trench is underway and the 
retaining wall work will begin shortly.  The bridge railing will not feature names of any 
neighborhood.  The City will consider leaving the construction ramps in place for access 
to the Wasson Way Trail. 
 
Bob Koch—Burch Avenue resident voiced his concern about the proposed 
residential/retail development on Madison Road (former Pig & Whistle at 2680 Madison) 
and surrounding area.  He is opposed to the project’s massive size (6 stories) and the 
renderings he has seen are not in keeping with the residential character of the 
surrounding area. He asked the HPNC to oppose any zoning change requests and will 
continue to follow the plans and keep his fellow neighbors informed of the status. 
 
G. Wollenweber spoke about the informal meeting that the Zoning Committee had with 
the developer (Capital Investment Group) on 6/12.  The Committee expressed concern 
about the size of the project and opposition to any upcoming zone change requests.  
The developer has not yet purchased all of the properties along Madison needed to 
move forward with the plans.  They expect the developer will apply for a Planned 
Development (custom zoning district) for the project in late June.  The neighboring 
residents and property owners will be notified of any zoning change requests and 
afforded the opportunity to express their support for or opposition to the project. 
 
Matt Power—Columbus Avenue resident reported that following the HPNC letter In 
support of his request to ask that the City the Columbus Ave parcels adjacent to the 
Wasson Way Trail, there has been no progress.  The City asserts that is does not have 
the funds to purchase the parcels.    
 
 
2. A.  Recording Secretary’s Report – S. Mullin  

Minutes from the May 9, 2017 board meeting were sent by email.  It was 
noted that T. Roe was absent from the May 9, 2107 meeting.  With no 
objection, the minutes, as amended, were approved. 
 

B. Treasurer’s Report – N. Lewis for L. Sauers 
The May 10-June 13, 2017 Financial Report was sent by email.  With no 
objection, the Financial Report was accepted as submitted. 
 

C.  President’s Report— A. Scarpitti thanked the Trustees for their support 
during his two year term as President and expressed his gratitude for being 
part of a volunteer group that is so passionate in its mission to preserve the 
great character of Hyde Park.  
 

3. Committee Reports 
 

A. Zoning  G. Wollenweber reported that Matthew Shad, Cincinnati Zoning 
Administrator, asked him to offer an opinion about interactive changeable 
copy signs in the Hyde Park Business District.  A new such sign was recently 
installed at Sibcy Cline (on Erie) which brings the total up to 6.  The Zoning 
Committee met and developed the following proposed regulations related to 
such signage:   
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Recommendations for CN commercial and OL office districts  

- Applicable to all internally (LED and plasma) and externally illuminated (e-paper) 
changeable copy signs on or in wall, window or display window zone   

- Applicable to all interactive and non-interactive changeable copy signs  
Off-site advertising by ATM display or sign is prohibited  

- Blinking/flashing of sign, display or internal illumination of any kind is prohibited  
- Copy transition must fade  
- An ATM displays less than 100 sq. inches is permitted in walls and is not 

considered a sign 
- Changeable copy signs are permitted in windows and display window zones. 

Maximum size restricted by § 1427-29. - Window Sign Regulations  
- Changeable copy signs are permitted in doors and windows. Maximum size 

restricted by § 1409-23. - Ground Floor Transparency  
- Shall not produce more than one foot candle of illumination four feet from the 

sign, when measured perpendicular from the center of the sign. (Ref. Sec. 895-9. 
- Lighting Requirements for Outdoor Advertising Signs).  

- One changeable copy sign per site is permitted. A changeable copy sign may not 
be changed or rearranged at less than a ten second interval and may not include 
streaming, animating, or flashing text or images. (Ref. § 1427-39. - Sign 
Standards for the M, RF-R, RF-C and RF-M Districts)  

 
G. Wollenweber moved, “HPNC approves the above changeable copy sign 
recommendations and authorizes transmission to the City Zoning and 
Planning administration and requests incorporation into the Sign Chapter 
as applicable to CN and OL districts.”  Second by S. Hassell.  All in favor, 
motion carried.  
 
Along Wasson Way the illegal banner sign facing Drakewood has been removed.   
 
1204 Rookwood—the variance request at 1204 Rookwood related to the 
installation of a 35x25 concrete pad for a basketball goal and tennis net was 
approved despite the HPNC objection and the objections of two neighbors. 
 
3701 Broadview—the variance for the already constructed 6 ft. high fence was 
approved despite the HPNC objection thereto. 

 
B. Hyde Park Plan  The kick-off meeting is scheduled for June 27th at Clark 

Montessori from 6-8 pm.  Encourage neighbors and Hyde Park residents to 
attend.  The final version of the survey is available on the HPNC website. 

 

4. New Business:  Annual Officer Elections resulted in the following: 
 

President—Bob Smyth 
 
Vice President—Todd Roe 
 
Corresponding Secretary-Theresa Nelson 
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6. Adjourn:  Without objection the meeting was adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 
 
 
Draft by: 
Sybil Mullin, Recording Secretary 
Revised by: 
C. Uebelacker, Former Communications Secretary 


