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Child Protection:  
Children Facing Hard Labor and Harsh Conditions
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SITUATION
As a young girl, Sanima was abandoned by her parents and forced to 
leave her village in northern Bangladesh for Rangpur City, where a 
woman named Shabiha hired her to do household chores and serve as  
a playmate for her own daughter. 

Sanima is one of the nearly 130 million 5- to 17-year-olds in Asia 
and the Pacific who are employed. Of those, more than 77 million are 
trapped in forced labor, and over 33 million are exploited in dangerous 
forms of labor.

When Sanima’s employer noticed her interest in learning, she 
enrolled Sanima in classes at World Vision’s Notun Jiboner Asha 
(“Hope For a New Life”) Project. Now 13, Sanima is studying  
at a nonformal education center near her home, with dreams of 
becoming a doctor to help underprivileged children and others in  
her community. 

  AT LEAST

150 
 MILLION

children around the world 
are believed to live, at least 
part time, on the streets.1 

of trafficking victims, both 
within countries and across 
borders, are estimated to  
be children.2

MORE  
THAN20% 

  N E A R LY

 230 
 MILLION

children under the age of 
5 worldwide have not had 
their births registered.3
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Sanima also participates in a savings program offered through the  
World Vision project, learning financial stewardship. Shabiha has 
become a managing member of the project. 

Sanima is fortunate to work for a family that treats her well and 
wants her to learn. But millions of children like her are caught in 
seemingly hopeless situations and have no opportunities to learn. 

Please join us in prayer for all the children around the world who 
must work instead of attending school.

PLEASE PRAY … 
… that children can attend school.
In Bangladesh’s capital city of Dhaka, about 150 miles southeast of 
where Sanima lives, 14-year-old Bithi Aktar used to work with her 
mother as a housekeeper. Since graduating from World Vision’s street 
children education program, she has enrolled in public school while still 
earning modest wages to help her family. Like Sanima, she wants to be 
a doctor.

Lord, bring hope to children who cannot attend school because they 
must work. In Your mercy, provide opportunities for them to learn and 
prepare for vocations that are safe and provide a stable livelihood.

… for improved family incomes.
Klodi, 13, works day and night to help his father collect scrap metal 
and plastic for income. The Albanian teen has no time for school. His 
family needs his help, but all the effort garners just $5 per week. An 
International Labor Organization report shows that more than 35,000 
children are working in Albania, a country of 3.1 million people.4

Lord, You are our provider, and we know all good things come from 
Your hand. Help Klodi’s family and other families to find reliable 
incomes so their children don’t have to work.

… for families to stay together.
When Aung was in fourth grade, his mother left their home in 
Myanmar to work in Thailand. Aung dropped out of school to work 
as a mason, supporting his siblings and ailing grandmother on about 
$3.20 per day. “[It made me] very tired to work as a mason from 
seven in the morning to six in the evening,” he says. 

When their mother returned home, World Vision staff heard their  
story and provided her with the resources to start a flower business,  

Defend the weak 
and the fatherless; 
uphold the cause 
of the poor and the 
oppressed. 

Rescue the weak 
and the needy; 
deliver them from 
the hand of  
the wicked.
—Psalm 82:3-4 (NIV)
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as well as ensuring the younger girls were able to attend a local 
school. Aung, now 15, is better off, but many other children still slip 
through the cracks.

Lord, You are mighty and all-powerful. Comfort the hearts of children 
whose parents have been forced to leave home to find work, and lead 
those parents to the resources they need to return home and provide 
for their children.

… for children’s safety.
One in five children ages 5 to 17 in sub-Saharan Africa is involved 
in child labor,5 with mining being one of the worst forms of 
employment. Dozens of children, for example, mine barefoot for 
stones and minerals along the riverbank in Kambove, in southern 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. About 12 million children like 
these around the world work in industrial situations where they face 
physical harm.6

Lord, we know that You love children, and we pray that when they 
must work, You would protect their vulnerable bodies. Please keep 
them safe from injuries and toxins. Deliver them from oppressive 
overseers and hazardous conditions.

A father to the 
fatherless,  a 
defender of 
widows, is God in  
his holy dwelling. 
—Psalm 68:5-6


