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Last year, Patrick Kinney was thrilled that he was able to do exactly what he’d told everyone he’d do:  Ride 
62.5 miles to help combat a disease that has touched so many close to him.  Little did he know that this year 
so many in the CTF Ride community, including his daughter, would be riding for him. 
 
As Patrick was gearing up for the 2014 Ride with team captain Kevin Walsh (who also happens to be Yale-
New Haven Hospital's Vice President of Development), the team hosted and event at Augur's Irish Pub and 
their fundraising got off to a great start! At the same time he went to his annual physical complaining about a 
bump on his neck that had been there for a while and seemed to be getting bigger.  A needle biopsy was 
ordered and it was the first time the thought of cancer even entered his mind.  “Leaving the doctor’s office, I 
started to get a feeling,” he recalls. “That unexplainable feeling that something is different here.  Maybe this 
won’t be good news.  Maybe the next time I hear the “C” word it will be someone telling me I have cancer.” 
 
Patrick’s sense of dread was well founded. On 6pm on the Friday of Memorial Day weekend, while he was 
out on a walk with his new puppy, Patrick’s doctor called.  “He said the biopsy turned out to be positive for 
Squamish Cell Carcinoma,” remembers Patrick. “I interrupted him to say that I needed to hear it more 
directly. I asked him, so I have cancer?  He said, yes Mr. Kinney you have cancer.  And so there it was.” 
 
His team at Smilow quickly went in motion and scheduled another biopsy, a tumor conference and a 
treatment plan.  Patrick saw the Smilow that he had been riding in support of for the past 2 years in a very 
upfront and personal way.  “This special place that I had learned so much about through the Closer to Free 
Ride community was working right in front of me, on my behalf to help me in my journey to be Closer to 
Free,” he says. 
 
Patrick was sad to miss the 2014 Closer to Free Ride, but given the circumstances he understood that a ride 
wasn’t possible. He still wouldn’t miss the Saturday morning training rides and especially the team meetings 
back at Augurs Irish Pub. 
 
Even though he couldn’t ride, he was floored when his 13-year-old daughter Nell told him that she would be 
riding in his honor.  “She said she knew how much I loved it and wanted to support all the great people at 
Smilow that would be helping me get better,” he says. “I was touched and also proud, proud that her instinct 
in this situation was to want to pitch in and do something to help me and all the members of the Smilow 
community.” 
 
Watching Nell train and fundraise has been a bright light during Patrick’s treatment. Patrick’s treatment 
ended on August 22nd and on September 6, Nell surpassed her fundraising goal and rode 25 miles for the 
first time in her life.  Patrick’s other daughter Emily and his wife Paula have supported both of them every 
step of the way. Together the entire family is proud to be doing all they can to help us all get Closer to Free. 
We hope to see Patrick back on his bike in 2015! 

  
 

 


