
Holiday 2014 

 For most of us this is a wonderful me of the year, fami-
lies gathering together from near and far to celebrate, sharing 
delicious meals and exchanging gi s.  Unfortunately, there are 
120,000 food insecure clients, 50,000 of those are children, who 
would not have holiday meals in November and December if it 
were not for the Hunger Network’s services. 
 The reality of this me of year is not cheerful and bright 
for everyone in Cleveland. Hunger is local; hunger is right here in 
all of our backyards and communi es throughout Cuyahoga 
County. For 37 years, the Hunger Network of Greater Cleveland 
has worked to alleviate hunger in our communi es. But today, at 
this very moment, the need is greater than ever. 
 Many of the people who come to the Hunger Network 
for assistance have a monthly income of less than $1,000 per 
family.  With so many people losing their jobs and not finding 
replacements, even families who never imagined needing help 
are coming to our centers for assistance. On average, the Hunger 
Network’s 98 hunger centers serve 60,000 neighbors monthly. 
However, during the November and December months, the 
need grows to nearly 80,000 hungry clients. 
 During the holidays, the Hunger Network's goal is to 
make sure that every family who comes to our food pantries and 
hot meal programs receive the ingredients for a special holiday 
meal.  Because of the cut in food stamps, we envision a large 

increase in people relying on the Hunger Network for assistance. 
This is why your support means so much, whether it’s a dona on 
of funds or food – you can make a difference! Help create a  
special holiday season for your neighbors who do not have the 
ability to help themselves. 
 Call the Hunger Network with any ideas or sugges ons: 
216.619.8155, or support fundraising efforts your neighbors are 
hos ng in honor of the Hunger Network’s mission! Below are 
just a few examples of fund and food drives in support of our 
programs. 

• J. Crew Holiday Drive: Shop on Saturday, December 
13th at their store loca on in Beachwood Place Mall and receive 
20% off of your purchase of $150  or more and know that a     
por on of your purchase will go to the HNGC. 

• Apricot Lane Bou que Chagrin Falls: Patrons receive 
20% off of their services with a dona on made to their food 
drive. 

• 5th Annual Winter Warm-Up: A concert presented by 
Cumulus Entertainment on Friday, Dec. 12th at the Cleveland   
Agora Theater and Ballroom; bring in 2 non-perishable food 
items and receive $5.00 off of your cket. 
 

Each event listed above is uniquely produced by a caring individual or group in 
our community and the Hunger Network feels truly blessed to have this type of 
awe-inspiring support.  

H  H  

We need your help to reach our Holiday Drive Goal! 
 Hunger Network Holiday Drive now through January 31 

Our Goal: to raise more than $500,000 to feed hungry children and families during the holiday season and cold winter months 

‘Tis the season to shop for the ones we love most. Take this opportunity to choose a  
meaningful gi  to give a family member or friend and help families suffering from hunger in 
Cuyahoga County. 
 

Make a holiday dona on [Christmas, Hanukah, Kwanzaa, New Year’s…..any holiday of your 
choice!] to the Hunger Network in honor of a special person.  We will acknowledge your gi  by 
sending your honoree a unique card telling them that you have given a holiday gi  in their hon-
or to the Hunger Network that will feed hungry children and families during the holidays.   
 

Return the enclosed envelope in this newsle er with your dona on or visit our website at  
HungerNetwork.org and select the donate bu on.  Please include which holiday this gi   
represents and to whom the acknowledgment is to be addressed to. For more informa on 
please call 216.619.8155 ext. 15.  

H  G  M  E ! 



Treasured Moments with Donors 

My involvement with the 
Hunger Network (then 
the Hunger Task Force) 
dates back to 1983. I was 
hired temporarily by the 
Hunger Task Force to set 
up temporary food pan-
tries in the suburbs. This 
was the recession of the 

late 70’s early 80’s. The city pantries were 
complaining that they were seeing suburban 
customers, and they only had enough  
resources for their clients. It was thought that 
this was to be a temporary situa on and that 
a er the recession the steel, auto and other 
manufacturing jobs would be back. Therefore, 
these suburban pantries would then be closed. 
I helped to set-up or expand ten pantries.  
Today, three decades later, all but one is s ll in 
existence. 
 

I was also to meet Dana Irribarren. Aside from 
building a life me friend and co-collaborator, 
the lessons I have learned from her have 
served me well throughout both my personal 
and professional life.  Here are those lessons: 
Always treat the person receiving assistance 
with dignity and respect; Listen to the people 
coming to the pantry, as they understand their 
needs be er than we do; Food pantries are 
not a solu on but a response to a lack  of  

ini a ve by government leadership to resolve 
problems facing families. Therefore we must 
advocate for those solu ons that will end  
poverty. 
 

The food pantry system is more important 
today than it has been at any me in the last 
three decades. The managers of these pantries 
have respect and credibility within their  
communi es. Too o en we “parachute” into 
neighborhoods to save them only to leave 
a er the funding runs out. The pantries are a 
constant, serving people in need for decades. 
Families that enter the pantries trust the  
services offered. The Hunger Network can  
offer programs like Stay Well, a preven ve 
healthcare program, with flu shots, health 
screenings, and nutri onal informa on. This 
trust has allowed for healthcare professionals 
to offer services to a community that  
desperately needs their help. In the future 
pantries will be centers to serve our customers 
holis cally with u lity, housing, health, income 
assistance, and voter engagement in a place 
they feel both comfortable and safe. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen Wertheim 
Interim Chief Opera ng Officer 

 On Wednesday, October 8th the Hunger  
Network of Greater Cleveland hosted our annual 
Treasured Donors Recep on. Hosted at the Shoreby 
Club in Bratenahl, donors and board members  
gathered to enjoy a night of apprecia on, including 
a deligh ul cocktail recep on and inspiring pro-
gram. 
 CEO, Dana Irribarren greeted guests and 
thanked all of our treasured donors for helping the 
Network through another very challenging year. The 
program featured special thanks to Hunger Heroes 
whose dedica on and support go above and beyond 
our wildest dreams. 
2014 Hunger Hero Awards were given to:   
 Bay Presbyterian Church, the Community 
West Founda on and Sherwood Foods for their 
leadership and generosity in our holiday food  
ini a ve.  Together, they provide approximately 
80,000 holiday meals served in our hunger centers 
throughout the Holidays.  

 Tradesmen Interna onal, Inc., who eagerly 
jumped on board as the presen ng sponsor of the 
Hunger Network’s brand new fundraiser, All About 
the Bag, this past February. It sounds crazy to relate 
fashion to food, but with Tradesmen’s support it was 
a wonderful success as we united to raise over 

$60,000 to help fight local hunger.  
Addi onal honors were given to the following donors 
who were unfortunately unable to a end: Dr. Gopal & 
Sipra Saha, David R. Browne and David R. Browne Jr. 
Their endless generosity and support mean so much to 
the Hunger Network. 
 We are truly grateful to all the wonderful  
donors who help us feed a growing need and so  

grateful for everyone who was able to join us for 
this in mate celebra on.  A special thank you to our 
beloved Trustee, Barbara P. Ruhlman, for hos ng 
and underwri ng this excep onal evening. 

The 2nd Annual All About the Bag Fashion 
Benefit kicked-off with an exclusive  
shopping party at Kate Spade at  
Beachwood Place Mall on Sunday,  
Nov. 9th. A group of Cleveland’s finest 
fashionistas were able to shop Kate Spade 
designer handbags, clothing and jewelry 
a er tradi onal store hours for an elite 
experience, while enjoying sips, snacks 
and a fabulous handbag raffle. The event 
also kicked-off cket sales for the All 
About the Bag Fashion Benefit that will be 
held on Wednesday, February 25th at  
Execu ve Caterers of Landerhaven  
featuring the 
finest looks from 
Beachwood Place 
Mall.  
 

Thank You, Kate! Le er from the Desk of Our Interim COO 

For more informa on and to buy ckets 
to the 2nd Annual All About the Bag visit 

HungerNetwork.org. 



To receive your Meal Times online,  
email Kris n at kokel@hungernetwork.org  
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The Hunger Network has received gi s 
to honor or memorialize the  

following individuals.  Gi s made in 
memory of a loved one or in honor of an 
individual’s birthday, anniversary or oth-
er special occasion, help provide emer-
gency food to the 60,000 people who 

visit our pantries and hot meal  
programs every month. 

I  H   

I  M   

*We apologize if your name has 
been inadvertently omi ed or incorrectly listed.  

Edward Babey 
Sally E. Chesier 
Jack H. Miner 

William Oakley 
Orlando Family 

Andrew S. Roberts 
Edward Saccany 

David T. Stright 
Seth Ta  

Deby Waldorf 
Amanda Wien 
Robert C. Zak 

Tammy Zlotnik 

Cheral J. Benne  
Jeremy D. Benne  

Angela Dudek 
Cathy Whelan 

GO  
GREEN! 

Last chance to get tickets...order today! 

On Saturday, September 20th Clevelanders gathered 
for the first-ever Whiskey Island Brew-B-Q presented 
by Great Lakes Brewing Company. Over 1,500 people 
a ended the event featuring local signature fare from 
barbeque masters and food trucks, and proceeds were 
donated to the Hunger Network of Greater Cleveland. 
Local bands played all day as whiskey and brews were 
served for all to enjoy one of the last, beau ful sum-
mer days on Lake Erie. The Hunger Network would like 
to thank all spon-
sors, vendors 
and a endees 
for making the 
event such a 
success! 

Brew-B-Q Benefit 
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