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Just before the Christmas Holiday, we were fortunate to have the opportunity 
to visit with our good friends at Bay Presbyterian Church and witness the Bay 
Food Ministry distributing holiday meals. This pantry began 25 years ago to aid 
a few congregants who were food insecure.  It now provides emergency food 
assistance for over 200 clients from the Bay Village community each month.  
This truly is a labor of love for the church volunteers and staff.  You could feel 
the warmth and caring in the air.  John and Ginny Hansen have been volunteer 
managers of the pantry from the begin-
ning.  Ginny volunteered at the Hunger 
Network's center in Lakewood and was 
responsible for implementing Hunger 

Network procedures and operation strategies to the church's food center.  This is one of 
only four choice pantries in the Network's main pantry system. Unlike most of our cen-
ters, Bay has abundant space and enough volunteers to make it work.  A highlight of our 
visit was Pastor Dan Edgerly, what a good sport!  He was dressed in the chicken costume. 
 We had asked about the costume when we set up our visit.   Bay Presbyterian Church 
has been raising money for the Hunger Network's Holiday Meals Initiative since 1979, 
when they began what was then know as "The Chicken Campaign."  The project, implemented by for-
mer Pastor Hugh Auburn and the Church Deacons, was created to help give families coming to Hunger 
Network food pantries actual holiday meals.  Hungry clients reaching out to the Network centers would 
not have food to eat, let alone the ingredients to make a real Thanksgiving meal for their families.  The 
campaign raised money for the centerpiece of the meals...the chicken and turkeys.  The project has 
since been renamed the "Lenten Project."  To date, the generous congregation of Bay Presbyterian 
Church has managed to raise well over half a million dollars to help the Hunger Network provide the 
poultry for holiday meals given to food insecure children, families and adults in the 34 main centers in 

Cuyahoga County. 
As the Church's funding continued to rise, so did the 
need.  Even at wholesale costs, the Hunger Network had 
a difficult time coming up with all the money needed to 
purchase enough poultry for every family 
for Thanksgiving and again for the Decem-
ber holiday.  That, is until the Community 
West Foundation came to the rescue!  For 
the last five years, Community West has 
made generous grants to the Hunger Net-
work for this effort.  Talk about good 
sports, we were honored to have Commu-
nity West's Board Chair, Bill Baker, Vice 

Chair, Henry Jacques, and David Dombrowiak, President and CEO, help distribute holiday 
meals at one of the Network's food pantries.  They truly brightened the spirits of some of the community’s more vulnerable 
citizens.  The Hunger Network and the people we serve are very grateful to the Community West Foundation and Bay Presbyte-
rian Church for funding the Holiday Meals Initiative. 

OUR PARTNERS BRIGHTEN HOLIDAYS FOR 84,401 CLIENTS 



 

The Stay Well Project is in its second year of implementation, and is going stronger than 
ever!  We have served almost 5,000 clients to date, and are nearing our 100th Stay Well 
event!  Over 2,000 health screenings have been performed, and of this number, over 25% of 
blood pressures were high!  Many people have discovered through the Stay Well Project that 
they had prehypertensive or hypertensive blood pressure (BP) readings, and because of this, 
have made lifestyle changes to successfully lower their results.  For example, a few months 
back, John from Cory Methodist Church, who is only in his mid-30s, found out he had a BP of 
over 180.  With some suggestions made by the health experts that participate in the program, 
John changed things around.  His blood pressure has been consistently falling over the last sev-
eral months, and last we checked, it was at a perfectly healthy range!  This is just one example 
of many success stories that clients have shared with us as a result of this program.  
This month, the health topic being covered by the Stay Well Project is heart health.  We have 
been offering cholesterol screenings to clients this month as a way of making sure people are 
up-to-date on these important numbers, and we have also been offering healthy cooking dem-
onstrations at several of our sites this month.  We are continually thankful for the wonderful 
partners in this program who have helped us make the Stay Well Project so successful!  Special 
thanks to our program partner, University Hospitals Department of Family Medicine, as well to 
Carmella Rose Health Foundation, Remington College, Diabetes Partnership of Greater Cleve-
land, CSU School of Nursing, Tri-C School of Physician Assistants, and ATS Institute of Technol-
ogy nursing program, for all your ongoing support in our quest to making sure that we are not 
only feeding our clients when they need it most, but so that they have all the resources they 
need to stay well! 

Stay Well Continues to Amaze 

Dear Friends, 
 
Last year was a year filled with challenges 
and change.  I want to thank all of you who 
helped make 2013 a fantastic success.  From 
our Walk for Hunger last spring to Rolling on 

the River and the Best Party of the Year, key volunteers dedicated 
themselves to putting together these events and getting excited 
participants out to make these some of most successful events 
ever.  We raised over $250,000 towards helping the hungry.   
Without our wonderful key sponsors there would be no events.  
Thank you, Majestic Steel, Minuteman Staffing, Orlando Baking 
Company, Ferro and the many other companies that contributed 
their support.   
 
University Hospitals clinical staff and medical students and others 
made it possible through our Stay Well Project to offer health edu-
cation and testing to over 3,000 hunger program recipients.  The 
dedication of those involved is wonderful to see, especially when 
someone we helped with food finds a path to badly needed health 
care as many of the participants did in 2013.   
 
But times are still tough and resources are still shrinking.  Our food 
centers have had to cut back from giving almost 5 days of food just 
two years ago to barely meeting our 3 day minimum.  Key drives 
like Marc’s Helping Hungry Families that raised $35,000 and all of 
the gifts from our holiday campaign helped us get through the year 
in the black.  If you helped with these you helped us keep our bags 
full this past winter.  
 

Most of the low income families we serve rely on the federal anti-
hunger benefit called SNAP for the majority of their food and turn 
to us when those funds run out.  Last year, families faced a cut of 
$9 per person in their monthly SNAP benefit just before Thanksgiv-
ing.  Families had no way to make up for these cuts and they 
turned to us for help.  In the fourth quarter we served 12,500 
more people compared to the same time in 2012 as a direct result.  
Our deepest thanks to the members of Bay Presbyterian Church 
and the Community West Foundation who made it possible for us 
to provide chickens for a holiday meal in the regular bags for those 
facing this very grim reality during the holidays.   
 
As we move into 2014 we will have to spend over $160,000 a 
month to provide our most vulnerable citizens, families, seniors 
and of course the children with the nutritious food they need to 
survive.  We will need your help to meet this goal.  We ask for your 
continued support and invite you to follow the Hunger Network as 
our story unfolds. We are equipped with a new website and an 
expanding social media campaign so you can see more of what we 
do and learn new ways to get involved! 
 
To all of you who gave your time, your resources and your care in 
2013, thank you again from the Board and staff of the Hunger Net-
work and from our grateful recipients.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Dana Irribarren, Executive Director 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S LETTER 



 

On Wednesday, Feb. 26th, a crowd of over 
400 people gathered for the first-ever All 
About the Bag Fashion Benefit presented by 
Tradesmen International in support of the 
Hunger Network of Greater Cleveland. Held 
at Executive Caterers of Landerhaven, the 
inaugural event surpassed all goals by raising 
over $60,000 to help feed hungry families in 
Cleveland. 
 The evening started with hors 
d’oeuvres and an open bar, while guests 
mingled and bought raffle tickets for many 
exciting items. Guests could win luxury items 
such as a Chanel handbag or Gucci tote, gift 
cards to their favorite retail stores, salons 
and restaurants or even tickets and memo-
rabilia from Cleveland professional sports 
teams! 
 There were two very special raffles 
at the event. Guests had an opportunity to 
win a $1,000 gift card to Alson Jewelers of 
Beachwood. Also on display and up for grabs 
was a Mini Cooper S Roadster donated by 
Classic Auto Group! A two-year lease for this 
‘classic’ convertible was a popular topic of 
conversation and the apple of many peo-
ple’s eye. 
 In addition, there was a fashion ex-
hibit by design students of Virginia Marti 
College. “Project Fashion” challenged stu-
dents to create a look made only of used 
food containers; 11 students accepted the 
challenge and their work was amaz-
ing…..there were cupcake holders, potato 
chip bags, egg cartons and more!  On display 
for all to see, guests were able to engage 
with the students to discuss their creative 
process and inspiration. Guests also had the 
opportunity to vote on their favorite look. 
The Saks Fifth Avenue Beauty Bar made a 
special appearance for guests to receive 
‘final touches’ before the fashion show 
started. At 8:00pm guests were then es-
corted into the Ballroom for the highly-
anticipated fashion show produced by 
Beachwood Place. 
 Attendees were greeted by celeb-

rity co-hosts comedian Mike Polk, Jr. 
and Shannon Davidson of 19 Action 
News. Next, Saks Fifth Avenue kicked
-off the show with looks to impress 
all. Tough to follow, Beachwood 
Place then took over the fashion 
show and featured a number of addi-
tional looks from more favorite re-
tailers within their mall. These de-
signs were modeled by famous faces in 
Cleveland and Hunger Heroes who all rocked 
the Hunger Network Runway while DJ Mimo 
provided the hottest sounds. 
 Following the fashion show, the 
winners were announced for all raffles and 
the party continued! Dessert was served at 
three stations by some of Beachwood’s fin-
est restaurants: Maggiano’s Little Italy, Sixth 
& Pine in Nordstrom and The Pub.  Guests 
stayed to enjoy these sweet treats and con-
tinued fellowship. 
 A huge thank you to the Host Com-
mittee: Jim & Darlene Brown, Barbara P. 
Ruhlman, Linda Schlageter, David C. Weiner, 
and Marc & Susan Ziegler. 
 And a special thank you to our en-
tire event committee of volunteers: Estelle 
Bonchek, Jacquie Chakireli, Charlene 
Coughlin [Event Chair], Ashley Gilligan, Ash-
ley Kapela, Brittany Neish, Becky Ralston, 
Elcin Riza, Michelle Wesley, and Heidi Yanok. 
 The event committee gathered in 
September of 2013 for the first time and 
started planning immediately. The goals 
were to host 150-200 people and raise 
$40,000…..they accomplished this, and so 
much more! 
 “Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful, committed citizens can change 
the world; indeed, it's the only thing that 
ever has.” – Margaret Mead  
 On behalf of both committees, the 
Hunger Network would like to thank every-
one who sponsored, attended and sup-
ported the event. As we know, it really is ALL 
ABOUT THE BAG for the Hunger Network of 
Greater Cleveland!  

Presenting Sponsor - Tradesmen International, Inc. 
Emerald Sponsors - The Biche Family, Classic Auto Group, Northern Ohio Italian Association Foundation 

Amethyst Sponsors - Aleris, Build-a-Dream Playhouses, First Energy, Fleet Response, Hughes Peters, Kinzua Environmental, J. Sullivan Travel, Twisted Paddy 
Amber Sponsors - Heineken, Pat Catan’s, Rock-the-House 

Media Sponsor - Cleveland Magazine 
Fashion Show Sponsors - Beachwood Place, Saks Fifth Avenue, Color Nation Salon & Spa, Flipside 

Thank you also to: Virginia Marti College, Alson Jewelers and vivacious volunteers! 



 

Share in this 5-K walk experience to help feed families in Greater Cleveland. 
This year, walkers will receive seeds as they cross the Finish Line at Voinovich Park—all in an effort  

hoping to “planting the seed to stop hunger!” 
 

Rain or shine, we still walk!  
The day starts with a donated breakfast and commencement of the walk. Walk with a team, with a friend or with  

your pooch! Cross the finish line and enter the Family Social After Party in Voinovich Park  
with a donated lunch, live music, and other exciting entertainment!  

Sport your spirit with an official Walk for Hunger t-shirt, minimum $40 donation required. 

HungerNetwork.org 

Register Today! 
 

3 Easy Ways... 
1.) Go Green & register online at HungerNetwork.org 
2.) Request a paper Registration Form by calling 
216.619.8155, ext. 15 
3.) Register in person at Burke Lakefront Airport on  
Wednesday, May 7th or on the morning of the Walk for Hun-
ger on Saturday, May 10th! 

IT’S NOW TIME TO FUNDRAISE & COLLECT DONATIONS! 
Can’t Walk? Volunteer! 

Call Kristin or email kokel@hungernetwork.org  

               Schedule of Events 
 

8:45AM - Late Registration at Burke Lakefront Airport 
 

9:30AM - Kick-Off Celebration, hosted by Ed Gallek &  
Jeff Tanchak of Cleveland’s Channel 19 
 

10:00AM - Walk for Hunger - Step Off 
 

11:00AM - After Party @ the Finish Line at Voinovich  
Park featuring a donated Mr. Hero lunch & more! 

 

Sponsorship opportunities still available!  
Please contact Angela at 216.619.8155, ext. 18  

or adudek@hungernetwork.org  
for more information. 

Above sponsors confirmed as of February 28, 2014. 



 

2013 HOLIDAY DRIVES 
The Hunger Network of Greater Cleveland sincerely thanks all 2013 holiday drive donors.  With your 

generous support we raised over $400,000 from November through January, serving 1,600,000 
meals to 176,656 people! 

Marc’s Helping Hungry Families 
Campaign partnered up with Great 
Clips this year and raised $35,000! 

Thank you to them and all participating 
vendors who donated proceeds from 

sales in October and November.   

David Weiner raised $5,875 at the  
14th Annual Turkey Open held on  

Thanksgiving Day.  This annual event is 
held at Canterbury Golf Club and boasted 
an enthusiastic crowd braving the snow to 

show their support! 

The Pottery Club of Tri-C Eastern Campus held their  
annual Bowls for Hunger and raised over $1,400 to benefit 

the Hunger Network. Thank you to all participants who make 
the event a success year after year! 

John Carroll University’s radio station WJCU 88.7 FM held 
their 8th Annual Blizzard Bash on  November 22th at Happy 

Dog and raised a record $3,000 to benefit the  
Hunger Network!  

Food Drives– thank you to the following companies 
who held food drives over the holiday season:  

♦ Cumulus Entertainment 
♦ Clinical Specialties 
♦ Cleveland Hts. Girls Basketball Team 
♦ Martindale Electric Company 
♦ Parma Eagles Club 
♦ Nordstrom 
♦ Cranksgiving 

Majestic Steel held a Chili 
Cook Off to raise funds for the 
Network along with hosting a 
food drive. In total, they were 

able to raise $500 and donated  
10 large boxes full of food! 

This year Melt Bar & Grilled teamed 
up with the HNGC to “Melt Away Hun-

ger” in their local stores for the month of  
December. Patrons rounded up their 

checks and $1.00 from each Home Alone 
TV Dinner Melt was donated and totaled 

over $2,150!  
Thanks again to our friends at Melt! 

Crocker Park hosted the HNGC 
for four Saturdays at their Toy 
Train exhibit during the holidays. 
Thanks to their marketing and 
support we were able to  collect 
crucial monetary and food dona-
tions to supplement our centers 
during the busy winter months.   

Thank you to all who came out to donate! 

Sue Stewart and friend Debbie Andrews 
supported the HNGC this year with their brie 

cheese holiday sales. In total they raised $3,135! 
Thanks ladies and to all who donated!   



 

For the 17th year, Alan Feinstein of the Rhode Island Feinstein Founda-
tion has invited the Hunger Network to participate in the $1 million dol-

lar challenge.  The Foundation will divide the dollars among hunger fight-
ing agencies nationwide to help raise funds during March and April 2014. 
This means any donation you make to the Hunger Network between 
March 1st and April 30th, the Feinstein Foundation will add to it.  The 
larger your donation to Hunger Network before April 30th, the more 
Feinstein money will be added to your donation.  Gifts of cash, checks 
and food items (valued at 
$1 per item) received from 
March through the end of 
April will count toward the 
Feinstein Challenge!  As 
you may not know, the 
Hunger Network has to 
spend over $120,000 each 
month for the food it gives 
away to 60,000 clients. This 
is a great opportunity for 
you to help the Hunger Network feed more hungry people. 

In December, the Hunger Network lost a 
very special friend.  Sam Lucarelli was a 
long time champion of the Hunger Net-
work's mission.  His contributions over 
the years have been countless.  Mr. Lu-
carelli's generosity throughout the com-
munity is legendary.  He was someone 
who was always there when you needed 

him and gave because he was compassionate about peo-
ple in need, not for the spotlight. 
He was a remarkable self-made man. Founding Minute 
Men Staffing Service in 1968, a company that has grown 
to become Minute Men Human Resource Systems, a na-
tionally recognized company headquartered in Cleve-
land's inner city. 
We want to express our deepest sympathy to the entire 
Lucarelli family.  Sam's son, Jay, is a Hunger Network 
Trustee and sits on the Hunger Network's Community 
Resource Committee. 
 Sam was a truly wonderful man...a man for others.  We 
have lost a "Cleveland Treasure" and he will be missed 
by all of us. 

Mourning the Loss of a 
Dear Friend: 

Thank you to everyone who supported the  

24th Annual Best Party of the Year! 
On Friday, December 6, 2013, 525 guests  ‘danced among the stars' at the  

InterContinental Hotel Cleveland as we raised over $112,000 to feed hungry families! 

Save the Date:  
25th Annual Best Party of the Year  

Friday, December 5th  
InterContinental Hotel Cleveland 

Presenting Sponsor - Minute Men Staffing 
Platinum Sponsor - Orlando Baking Co. 

Benefactor Sponsors - Margolius, Margolius & Assoc.,  
Quicken Loans, Time Warner Cable  

VIP Sponsors - Baker Hostetler, Marc’s 
Best Friend Sponsors—Chase, Cleveland Clinic, Grant Thornton,  

McCarthy, Burgess & Wolfe, Medical Mutual of Ohio 
Pal Sponsors - Cliffs, Huntington Bank, Nordson,  

Musca Family Charitable Fund 
Funding Donations - Cleveland Indians, Huntington Insurance,  

Oswald Companies, Towers Watson  

Thank you to our fabulous food suppliers:  
Aladdin’s Eatery, Alfredo’s, Americano, Cabot Cheese,  

Cleveland Chop, Corbo’s Bakery, Fazio’s, Grovewood Tavern, 
Marc’s, Miceli’s Dairy, Mr. Hero, Normandy Catering, Orlando 

Baking Co., Skye Larae’s Culinary Services, Sushi 86, Two 
Bucks, & Ahuja Medical Center! 
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Jim Barlow 
Lenore Bletcher 

Christmas 
Helen Conrad 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Euse 
Judge Ben C. Green Law Library 

Gary & Janet Greene 
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence (Sarah) Haynes 

Dr. Jo Ellen Hirsch 
Anne Jacobs 

 

Keli Jelinek 
Dr. Patricia Kellner & Staff 

Harry Kleinman Carroll's Bar Mitzvah 
Mrs. Jeanne Lamb 

John W. Lee, Jr.'s Wife 
Jonathan Leebow 
Dennis H. Leebow 

Bracy Lewis 
Bob Merckle 

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Meyers 
Mr. & Mrs. James Meyers 

My Mom's 93rd Birthday 
Deborah & John Rosenblad 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Anthony Stavole 
Ms. Rosemary Wagner & Dan Travers 

Esther Williams 
Edmond Wozniak 

Members of the John & Joan Zajc 
Family 

Ms. Peggy Zajdek 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Zirker, Jr. 

Edward Babey 
David P. Barnum 
Charles E. Beal 

Daniel Bernatowicz 
June & Bernice Chodzin 

George Conrad 
Ida Delk 

Dorothy E. Dietzel 
Dolly DiPrimio 

Paul Downs 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Drickhamer 

Max Edelman 
Faye A. Feiler 

Deceased Family of Maria Frabotta 
Virginia Gobel 

Alan D. Goodwin 
Christine Guden 

Ed Gutta 
Eva & Max Hall 

Doris Harris 
Rose Heinemann 
Mark Holloway 

Richard A. Horky 
Chris & Nancy Hund 

Hungry Holidays 
Edward Husk 

Dotty Kaufman 
James R. Kazubski 

Mary Keck 
John R. Keith 

Mr. Hebert Kerns 
Father Jack Kinkopf 

Patricia Klemme 
Ken Kominek 

Edward J. Kosztolnyik 
Edward & Josephine Krajewski 

Michael Kremser 
Kimberly Langen 

Nancy Leach 
Ann Lewis Ragan 
Alice F. Lissauer 
Melvin Magden 
James E. Marce 

Judge Thomas O. Matia 
Charles & Helen McCormick 

Jack H. Miner 
David C. Mitchell 

My Grandmothers 
My Parents 

My Parents & Grandparents 
Michael Nader 

Dr. Arthur J. Naparstek 
Virginia Neff 

Henry M. Neylon 
Harry & Dorothy Norman 

Richard Olbrysh 

Raymond Omerza 
Gus & Kathy Pappas 

Mike Pyle 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Reckling 

Daniel L. Reiber 
Ara Lee Ridgeway 
Harry E. Rowland 

Joe Saporito 
Josephine Scaffide 

Jean Schulze 
Chip Shafer 

George & Betty J. Simon 
Frank Singleton 
J.P. Smolarchuk 

Lieselotte Stadler 
Mrs. Leona Sterbank 

Terry L. Stewart 
Hannah Sullivan 

Mrs. Viola Thomas 
Arthur W. Todd 

Lydia Toelke 
Tony 

Esther Towne 
Helen Vianos 
Derrick West 

Ann Wingfield 
Terry Yake 

Joseph Zielinski 

The Hunger Network has received gifts to honor or memorialize the following individuals.  Gifts made in memory of a 
loved one or in honor of an individual’s birthday, anniversary or other special occasion, help provide emergency food 

to the 60,000 people who visit our pantries and hot meal programs every month. 

IN HONOR OF 

IN MEMORY OF 

*We apologize if your name has been inadvertently omitted or incorrectly listed.  

GO GREEN! 
To receive your MealTimes online, email Kristin at 

kokel@hungernetwork.org  

Chief Program Officer 
Program Associate 
Project Coordinator 

Sandra Ralston, CNM  
Angela Dudek 

Kristin Okel 

Dana Irribarren 
Laurie Lewers 
Amy Ratajczak 

Phone: 216-619-8155 HungerNetwork.org  

PROGRAM STAFF 
 Dana Cook  

Delpheena Flowers  
Sara Continenza 

Development Director 
Director of Special Events & PR 

Development Associate 

Executive Director    
Account Manager 

Office Manager 

HUNGER NETWORK STAFF 

DEVELOPMENT STAFF 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OFFICERS: 
President 

Michael Teichman 
Vice President 

Jeffrey A. Crossman 
Second Vice President 

Mark Biche 
Treasurer 

Christopher Szuch 
Assistant Treasurer  
Rev. Henry Curtis 

 Secretary 
Ann Killian 

Assistant Secretary 
Stanley Miller 
Past President 

Rev. Ben Gohlstin 
 

MEMBERS: 
Day Armelli 

Estelle Bonchek 
Bradley Bond  
Jerod Cherry 
Donna Dudas 

Rose Dziak 
Rev. Dan Edgerly 

Jay Lucarelli 
Andrew L. Margolius 

Lance T. Mason 
Marcia L. McCoy 

Robyn Hensch 
Robert Onorato 
John A. Orlando 
Laura Rodriguez 

Barbara P. Ruhlman 
Richard F. Sofka 

John Steinbrunner 
David Weiner    

Steve Wertheim 
Rev. Ogden White 
Donald A. Woods 
George Yarbrough 

Diane Zellmer 
Yvonne Zuchowski 

 
LIFE TRUSTEES: 
Dolores Badar 
Allison Chance 
Jerry Hoegner 
Sharon Jones 
Susan Ziegler 

 
COMMUNITY RESOURCE  

COMMITTEE: 
Umberto P. Fedeli 
Jerry Kelsheimer 

Bill Litzler 
Jay Lucarelli 

James M. Malz 
Sonny Orlando 

Barbara A. Reynolds 
Barbara P. Ruhlman 

 

HONORARIUMS & MEMORIALS 
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