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Good afternoon. Thank you, Chairperson Ferreas-Copeland and Members of the City Council Finance 

Committee for the opportunity to testify today. My name is Jeff Foreman. I am the Director of Policy at 

Care for the Homeless.  

 

Care for the Homeless is New York City’s largest and oldest provider of healthcare exclusively to New 

Yorkers experiencing homelessness. We provide healthcare to at least 8-to-10,000 discrete individuals 

annually in over 35,000 medical and mental health appointments at our health center sites located in 

the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan and Queens, and through our mobile health clinic and our outreach 

efforts in those same four boroughs. 

 

We also operate a shelter for 200 medically frail and mentally ill residents in the Bronx; deliver health 

education and social service programs, and work every day to fight, prevent and end homelessness in 

our city. 

 

New York City, and state and local governments across our country, depend on nonprofit organizations 

like ours every day to provide critical human services to meet vital community needs. And we do provide 

healthcare, shelter, serve meals, run outreach programs and provide those vital services day-in and day-

out.  

 

That’s our mission- that’s why we exist. But as years go by with the state and the city failing to increase 

nonprofit funding, and very rarely providing a Cost of Living Allowance, it becomes harder and harder to 

meet our mission while being fair to our employees. Year after year of flat funding devalues programs 

that, just like cities, face increased costs every year. 

 

That’s why Care for the Homeless is joining with many other human service providers in testifying about 

our sector’s need for a significant across-the-board increase in funding. With the exception of a single 

2.5% COLA, most nonprofits on city contracts haven’t received an increase in almost ten years, despite 

increases in most everything we need in order to operate. 

 

Care for the Homeless has worked hard to raise additional funds, and we supplement our government 

contracts from those funds to maintain high-quality and patient-centered operations. We also know 

many of our nonprofit colleagues in the human service sector have not been able to consistently do 

that. Some of them may be in danger of having to close their doors, cease some operations, or even 

cease to exist without some “catch-up” increase in funding. 

 

Nonprofit service providers are a real bargain for government and our communities. We provide 

services more efficiently, and at lower cost, than either government or the “for profit” world could. 



Because we are mission driven we won’t cut quality corners even as funding may run short. We leverage 

private and philanthropic funds to fill gaps and keep us going.  

 

We will, of course, continue to do that, and continue to meet our mission. But New York City, and 

governments at every level, must recognize that even as your own costs increase year-over-year, so do 

ours. In December, Care for the Homeless joined with over 210 nonprofits in a letter to Mayor de Blasio 

asking for support of this desperately needed funding. Today we ask you. It’s the right and fair thing to 

do.         

 

  

 

 

 


