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DECEMBER 2016

Become an advocate today! Join  us on Facebook and on Twitter 
for up-to-the-minute info.

   
Every year on December 21st, the longest night of the year, advocates around 
the country remember those that have passed away while unstably housed. 

The Care for the Homeless annual Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day program 
will be held on Wednesday December 21st at 4:00 pm at the Drisha Institute 
for Jewish Education (37 W. 65th St., 5th floor) in Manhattan. The memorial 
includes reading the names of those who have passed this year while homeless 
with a candle lit in their honor and a bell tolled in remembrance. It is free and 
open to the public, as an opportunity to remember and advocate for better 
policies that can end homelessness as we know it. We also invite everyone 
to submit names of clients, patients or friends who passed away in the past 
year in New York City while unstably housed, so they can be included in this 
memorialization, you can email us at policy@cfhnyc.org or you can call Jeff 
Foreman at 212-366-4459. 

Join us on December 21st to remember community members who have 
passed away without proper housing in 2016 and advocate for a day when we 
will no longer a need a Homeless Memorial Day. 

Join CFH in Remembering our Homeless Neighbors Lost in 
2016, Wednesday, Dec. 21st

      Care for the Homeless (CFH), along with several other New York City based advocacy 
organizations, launched the “Housing Not Handcuffs” campaign last month at the 
steps of City Hall, calling for an end to criminalizing homelessness and poverty, and 
supporting permanent, stable housing as the ultimate solution to the modern day 
homelessness crisis. At that launch more than fifteen CFH client leaders and staff 
joined in the rally to launch this local effort of the national Housing Not Handcuffs 
campaign.
CFH client leader Philip Malebranche, who is also a member of the National Health 
Care for the Homeless Consumer Advisory Board, served as emcee at the event. He 
implored policymakers and concerned citizens to “halt the rising trend of criminalizing 
homelessness and poverty, because applying handcuffs to struggling people doing 
normal activities can’t solve social problems; but providing affordable housing and 
appropriate services can end homelessness.” 
The National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty (NLCHP) also released its 12th 

semi-annual “Housing Not Handcuffs” report documenting that criminalizing homelessness is continuing to increase across the United 
States, despite overwhelming evidence that it is counterproductive and very expensive. In fact, NLCHP senior attorney Eric Tars, one of 
the lead authors of the report,  spoke at the City Hall launch event and told participants “criminalizing homelessness achieves no good 
purpose…it is the most expensive approach and it offers no solutions at all.”
   In a forward to the report, former U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder wrote, “The use of the criminal justice system to punish those 
whose only crime is being poor and without shelter is not worthy of our great nation…These laws are unconstitutional and are bad 
public policy.”
 In New York City the Housing Not Handcuffs campaign will advocate for a the right to legal counsel provided by the city for 
tenants facing eviction actions in housing court, development of far more supportive housing units and other affordable housing for 
people experiencing homelessness, easy accessibility for all appropriate medical and mental health care for homeless families, adults 
and children, and other policies to prevent, fight and end homelessness.

    Commemorating New Yorkers who have passed away 
while unstably housed

CFH Client Leaders at the Housing not Handcuffs Rally

CFH Helps Launch NYC Housing not Handcuffs Campaign
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The Busy Advocate’s December Calendar

Thur., Dec. 1st, 11:00 am, World Aids Day Ceremony, hosted by VOCAL NY and the NY Ending the Epidemic Coalition, NYC 
AIDS Memorial Park (St. Vincent’s Triangle), Corner of 7th Avenue and Greenwich Avenue. 

Mon., Dec. 5th, 5 - 6:30 p.m., CFH First Monday Policy Briefing on the Housing not Handcuffs campaign, CFH Conference 
Room, 30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, NY.

Thur., Dec. 8th, 6 – 8:00 p.m., Interfaith Town Hall for a Right to Counsel, Mount Olivet Church in Harlem, 201 Malcolm X 
Boulevard at 120th Street.

Wed., Dec. 21st, 4:00 p.m., CFH Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day, Drisha Institute for Jewish Education, 37 West 65th St., 
5th Floor, Manhattan, NY.  

Testifying about Health Care Needs in the Shelter System
Last month, in two separate City Council oversight hearings, CFH leaders 

testified about the need to provide both better medical health care and 
mental health services to people experiencing homelessness in New York City. 
At the first hearing on medical healthcare needs, a joint hearing conducted 
by Council’s General Welfare Committee and its Health Committee, CFH 
Executive Director Bobby Watts and our Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Regina 
Olasin, testified.

Watts told the Council committees “…adequately addressing the healthcare 
needs of homeless people in shelters is better for all residents, and by 
keeping the shelters resident healthy and out of the hospital, it allows them 
to move out of the shelter into appropriate housing more quickly, reducing 
the average length of stay in shelter.”  

Dr. Olasin advocated for appropriate healthcare to be provided in shelter. 
“A medical home with the one stop shopping model of support in place 
is needed and can address ongoing overlapping conditions and prevent 
the decompensation resulting in this population being a high utilizer of 
expensive acute care services.”

Watts and Olasin advocated for the need for medical respite in New York 
City, a system that would allow homeless people who are hospitalized to 
be discharged to a supportive and appropriate setting, affording far better health outcomes and saving public hospitals and the City 
substantial public resources. Studies indicate the daily cost of hospitalization exceeds $2,000, while respite care costs about $200 a day. 
General Welfare Chair Steve Levin and Health Committee Chair Corey Johnson were very supportive of providing medical respite.

At the second hearing on mental health, CFH Social Work Director Lynette Verges reported to Council’s General Welfare Committee 
and the Mental Health Committee that “Homeless clients and families are often in crisis when they first enter the shelter system and 
they need treatment and support to help them attain stability…when individuals and families have treatment onsite which is accessible 
and available this translates into better health outcomes, allowing clients to seek and maintain employment, transition successfully into 
permanent housing and do well in their communities.”  

In responding to Council concerns the city administration promised an increase in the number and quality of effective programs with 
several announcements to come in the near term.  

CFH Helps Launch NYC Housing not Handcuffs Campaign cont’d.

CFH Chief Medical Officer Dr. Regina Olasin (middle) and Executive 
Director Bobby Watts (right) testifying at City Council

You can read more about the campaign here:
http://www.gothamgazette.com/index.php/opinion/6624-housing-not-handcuffs-is-the-solution-to-rising-homelessnesseditorial
or in this article:
https://thinkprogress.org/criminalization-homelessness-908918d0a46#.l0yvgfrns covering the launch rally at City Hall. 

Please consider personally endorsing and joining the Housing Not Handcuffs campaign at http://housingnothandcuffs.org/endorse-
ments.

Urge the Governor and Legislature to Sign the MOU!

Join the email campaign urging the NY Governor and Legislature to SIGN THE MOU to create 20,000 unites of new supportive 
housing statewide over the next 15 years!

Our goal is to send 20,000 messages to Albany by the end of the year - one for every supportive housing unit promised by the 
Governor last year! Please use the link below. 

http://www.nynycampaign.org/take-action#/10/


