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Become an advocate today! Join  us on Facebook and on Twitter 
for up-to-the-minute info.

As the city’s homeless shelter census again hits an all-time 
high, there is an increasingly critical need for supportive housing 
in New York City. Last year a study documented an immediate 
need for 30,000 supportive housing units in New York City just 
to meet the already existing demand. That’s why less than 1 in 7 
eligible applicants for supportive housing in our city actually gets 
the housing they are qualified for. Worse, the number of annual 
placements in supportive housing is dropping even as the demand 
increases (2,172 people were placed in 2014; in 2016 the projected 
number is 1,626).

Supportive housing, that’s stable housing wrapped with 
supportive services such as mental health services, addiction 
treatment, or other healthcare or social services, have proven to be 

the most effective way to end chronic homelessness. It’s worked very 
successfully across the country and in New York City. Moreover, it saves public resources. A New York City study released in December of 
2013 reported that every supportive housing unit a formerly homeless household is placed in saves the city at least $10,100 annually – that 
number is probably higher today.

So it was heartening when New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio and New York Governor Andrew Cuomo each promised programs to create 
15,000 units of new supportive housing  (that’s 30,000 total in the city). Unfortunately each of the two programs is a 15-year plan, and we 
critically need that housing right now.

As a down payment on the state plan, about $2 billion was included in the current state budget passed in March for supportive housing 
and affordable housing, but all but $150 million of it can’t be released until the Governor and the legislative leaders of the State Senate and 
State Assembly sign off on a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) agreeing to the last few details of the program. Over seven months 
later, there’s still no MOU, so desperately needed funding still isn’t flowing.

In September, Governor Cuomo pledged to sign an MOU, and in fact proposed an MOU for joint signature. We, and many advocates for 
people experiencing homelessness, applauded the Governor for acknowledging the homelessness crisis and for pledging to sign off. But 
with no agreement a month later, over seven months into the fiscal year, nothing short of a fully executed MOU will do. 

You can help! We are asking everyone who supports the fight to end homelessness in New York City to call the Governor’s office and the 
offices of State Senate Majority Leader John Flanagan and State Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie and ask that they sign off on the MOU to 
keep the budget promise for affordable and supportive housing. Their phone numbers are:

• Governor Andrew Cuomo: 518-474-8390
• State Senate Majority Leader John Flanagan: 518-455-2071
• State Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie: 518-455-3791

Seven Months Later, Still No Supportive Housing... 

      Since 2012, Care for the Homeless has held an annual nonpartisan voter registration 
drive to register New Yorkers experiencing homelessness as voters.  Each year, CFH’s 
client leaders run these voter registration programs at various CFH sites around NYC.
In 2016, Registration Drives were held at All Angels Church, Peter J. Sharp Center,          
St John’s Bread and Life, Ali Forney, New York City Rescue Mission and twice at both       
Susan’s Place and South Bronx Job Corps Center.  A total of 142 new voters were added 
to the New York City rolls! 

Here are a few favorite memories of this year’s drives: 

On one occasion, it was interesting to watch one of our client leaders pursue a               
reluctant individual around the site until she was able to convince him that he should 
register.  He seemed very pleased and proud that he had signed up to vote. 

    Source: NY Daily News

CFH Client Leader David Broxton registers voters

CFH Client Leaders Register 142 New Voters
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The Busy Advocate’s October Calendar

Thurs., Oct. 6th, 1 pm, Joint City Council Hearing of the General Welfare and the Housing and Buildings Committee on 
Three-Quarters Housing and increasing state public assistance shelter grants, at City Council Chambers, NY City Hall.

Thur., Oct. 6th, 3:00 pm, “Housing not Handcuffs” campaign webinar to discuss the campaign and event plans, you can 
register at https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8546596619100505860.

Fri., Oct. 21st, 10:00 am, City Council Committee on Public Safety Hearing examining the NYC Civilian Complaint Review 
Board at City Council Chambers, NY City Hall.

Tue., Oct. 25th, 12:30 pm, HAC Client Leader Meeting, CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, NY. 

Wed., Oct. 26th, 10:00 am, City Council Committee on Aging Hearing on Intro 0096-2014 to provide legal counsel for        
seniors subject to eviction, ejectment or foreclosure proceedings, 250 Broadway Committee Room, Manhattan, NY. 

Wed., Oct. 26th, 12:30 pm, CAB Client Leader Meeting, CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, NY.

Mon., Nov.  7th, 5 - 6:30 pm, CFH First Monday Policy Briefing on Medical Respite and Homelessness in NYC, presented by 
CFH Chief Medical Officer Dr. Regina Olasin, CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, NY.

Campaign to Utilize Vacant NYC Housing
On October 3rd CFH held our monthly “First Monday Policy Briefing” in which Ryan and Charmel from Picture the Homeless spoke 

about their advocacy efforts for the “Housing not Warehousing Act” (“HNW”). The HNW Act consists of three city council bills:

• Intro 1034 creating a mandatory registry for property held vacant for a year  
       or more with penalties for failure to register based on the amount of time a     

    building remains vacant
• Intro 1036 mandating an annual vacant property count
• Intro 1039 creating a list of all city, state and federal, and authority-owned   
   vacant property suitable for the development of affordable housing. 

These bills have the potential to incentivize landlords to utilize their vacant 
property helping to alleviate the housing crisis in NYC.  Ryan Hickey stated, 
“speculators have long treated property as a toll to maximize their profit. This 
only serves to displace people and eventually raise rents in the surrounding 
areas, forcing people into shelters, on the street, or in other housing situations 
that put their health and future at risk”. Care for the Homeless supports the 
“Housing not Warehousing Act” because it has the potential to supply 
affordable housing units for low income people in NYC.  If you would like 
to see these bills get passed contact your local City Council Member at                                
http://council.nyc.gov/html/members/members.shtml or contact Ryan at 
ryan@picturethehomeless.org for more information.

CFH Client Leaders Register....Voters cont.

Ryan and Charmel discuss the “Housing not Warehousing” Act

The South Bronx Job Corps Center is a favorite place to seek new voters because it’s a lively and challenging group of younger potential 
voters that we’re engaging.  Many of them are discouraged about what they see in current politics. They often may have misinformation 
about what it means to vote but they ask probing and relevant questions. They are willing to debate and to be convinced that their vote 
can have real meaning. 

One of the most unusual and encouraging encounter stands out for an obvious reason: a young lady, originally from Ecuador, timidly 
asked if she could register because she was to be sworn in as a new American citizen the following day.  It was a pleasure and an honor 
to assist her in her first act as a citizen.

With only a month left until the election it’s still not too late to register and to vote.  Voter registration forms may be submitted until 
October 14.  


