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Become an advocate today! Join  us on Facebook and on 
Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.

That’s probably the number one question we at Care for the Homeless get as we advocate 
for better policies to fight, prevent and end homelessness in New York City and across 
the United States. Our client leader policy advocates from our Speakers’ Bureau hear the 
question all the time.

At Care for the Homeless we are confident we can end modern day homelessness as 
we know it. We can start to end it right now. We can end it in years, not decades. And 
we can end it for not more money, over time, than we’re spending right now to not end 
homelessness. 

How can we be so confident that we can end homelessness? Bobby Watts, Care for 
the Homeless Executive Director often answers with his own experience: he grew up in 
New York City in what might have been considered a “poor neighborhood”, but one that 
didn’t have significant numbers of people experiencing homelessness on the streets. Then 
starting in the 1980s, the modern day homelessness crisis began and got increasingly 
worse.

Today that Brooklyn neighborhood Bobby Watts grew up in is no longer a poor 
neighborhood. In fact, as is true throughout New York City, most “tough” neighborhoods            

that many people avoided in the 1970s and 80s, are too expensive for many middle class     
       people to live in today. 

At Care for the Homeless we believe the modern day homelessness crisis was caused by poor public policies; and that better policies 
can end it. For example, the federal government invested $77 billion on affordable housing in 1979, but slashed that budget to $17 billion 
two years later, and it has never gotten back to the 1979 level of investment in affordable housing for low income and very low income 
households even though the population has doubled in 37 years. If we had continued that level of investment in housing we could have 
avoided modern day homelessness as well as the moderate and middle income affordable housing crisis that plagues New York City and 
the country. 

We’re also confident because we know what works to end homelessness. Providing appropriate and adequate resources works. Building 
adequate supportive housing for people experiencing homelessness works (today in New York City only 1 in 7 households eligible for 
supportive housing – that is, low income housing with wrap around services provided – actually can get that housing, because New York 
City is short of needed supportive housing by about 30,000 units). Prevention programs and rental subsidies work, too. And all these 
programs actually save taxpayer money over time.

Homelessness isn’t just morally unacceptable and unjust, modern day homeless as we know it is actually avoidable. If you want to hear 
more about it, please contact us at policy@cfhnyc.org to discuss having members of our CFH client Speakers’ Bureau, or our staff, speak to 
interested civic groups, faith groups, neighborhood organization, classes or other interested groups.  

“But, Can You Really End Homelessness?”

      Next week (August 7-13) is National Health Center Week. It’s a time to recognize and 
celebrate the tremendous contribution nonprofit community health centers make in 
delivering health care to people in need throughout the United States. This includes 
about 270 federally qualified health center providers, delivering services to over 
850,000 unstably housed patients annually.
     In New York City, Care for the Homeless is the oldest and largest provider of health 
care services exclusively to people of all ages experiencing homelessness. Since 1985, 
CFH has been dedicated to providing high quality health care services to our city’s 
most vulnerable population, regardless of availability of insurance coverage, ability to 
pay or immigration status. Today our 29 Federally Qualified and state licensed Health 
Centers in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan and Queens serve more than 8,000 indi-
vidual homeless patients – well over 90% of them with incomes below the poverty 
threshold - in about 35,000 medical encounters annually. 

    Housing is a Human Right!

CFH Provider with Patient

Celebrating National Health Center Week: Aug. 7-13 
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The Busy Advocate’s August Calendar

Wed., August 10th, Campaign 4 NY/NY, is sponsoring a meeting at Governor Cuomo’s New York City Office urging the 
Governor to get the Memorandum of Understanding agreed to with the state legislative leaders that is required for the 
release of $1.9 billion of funding for desperately needed supportive housing approved in the state budget adopted at the 
end of March, 2016, 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m., 633 Third Avenue, New York, N.Y.
              
Wed., August 10th is National Health Care for the Homeless Day, an official part of National Health Center Week. It rec-
ognizes the special work clinicians and providers do in delivering health care to our vulnerable patients. Observed across 
the country, including here by the NYC Providers of Health Care for the Homeless, a group of 12 specialized providers of 
health care to people experiencing homelessness that includes Care for the Homeless.
 
Care for the Homeless Voter Registration Drive, tabling events in August:

• Mon., August 15th, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Peter Jay Sharp, 89-111 Porter Ave, Brooklyn, N.Y.
• Wed., August 17th, 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., South Bronx Job Corps Center, 1771 Andrews Ave. S, Bronx, N.Y. 
• Mon., August 22nd, 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m., St. Johns Bread and Life, 795 Lexington Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y.

Wed., August 31st, CFH Joint  HAC/CAB Client Leaders’ Board meeting and Picnic, 12:00 p.m. - 2 p.m., Riverbank Park, 679 
Riverside Dr., New York, N.Y. 

NYC Sets Standard for “Menstrual Equality”
In 2015 Care for the Homeless participated in several roundtable discussions 

sponsored by Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras-Copeland regarding the 
accessibility of feminine hygiene products by vulnerable populations in NYC. In 
June CFH testified at a City Council hearing sponsored by City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito and in July we witnessed Mayor Bill de Blasio sign the 
“Menstrual Equity Legislation” into law at the High School for Violin and Dance 
in the Bronx. The law requires that feminine hygiene products be provided free 
of charge in public schools, homeless shelters and prisons. At the signing Mayor 
Bill de Blasio said, “This law is part of a wave of necessary changes and it comes 
down to the larger discussion we have had about equality and fairness. Too 
often in the past instead of having the conversation we let the stigma rule out 
any discourse. Women deserve to live, work and learn in dignity and comfort. 
For too many feminine hygiene products is a financial burden…today we act 
to change that.” 

At Care for the Homeless we know what barriers women face when accessing 
health care needs. We congratulate Mayor Bill de Blasio, Councilwoman 
Julissa Ferreras-Copeland, Speaker Mark-Viverito and everyone involved in 
advocating for these important pieces of legislation. NYC is leading the way 
towards greater social equity. 

   We believe healthcare is a basic human right. We know homelessness is both a cause and an aggravating factor for many diseases and 
medical and mental conditions. The accompanying exposure to weather and violence, the increased risk of communicable diseases and 
the stress of homelessness are all barriers to good health.  
   At CFH, we think of providing health care services to people experiencing homelessness as a specialty. It requires specialized training 
and practices. We’re dedicated to providing high-quality and patient-centered medical and mental health care. CFH clinics have been 
repeatedly recognized for the quality of our services, with many of our centers receiving NCQA Patient Centered Medical Home (PCMH) 
Level III recognition.
   During National Health Center Week we recognize and celebrate the life-changing, and sometimes life-saving, work our physicians, 
nurse practitioners, medical assistants, social workers, health educators and other health care providers deliver every day in our clinics, 
from our mobile health clinic, through street medicine and outreach programs.    

Celebrating National Health Center Week cont’d.. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio signing the Menstrual Equity Legislation with 
City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito (R) and Councilwoman 

Julissa Ferreras-Copeland (L)


