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Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook and on Twitter for 
up-to-the-minute info.

This summer solstice day, June 21st, CFH will hold our “Third Annual” Solstice Celebration of Success, at the Red Oak Apartments, 135 W. 
106th Street, between Amsterdam and Columbus Avenues, starting at 5 p.m. The program has reached hundreds of people with a positive 
message about the heroic efforts of people struggling but overcoming the immense obstacles 
of homelessness to succeed at finding and maintaining housing, or at overcoming major health 
care concerns in difficult circumstances. Now the solstice celebration program is catching on 
across the country with an important national organization promoting the event nationally.  

The original idea for the event, in 2014, was to honor the hardworking people who overcame 
difficult situations while struggling with housing instability – people who are really heroes – as 
well as an effort to overcome the terrible almost-daily stigmatizing of poor people and especially 
homeless people, and to advocate for the critically needed tools that assist people in overcoming 
homelessness. It was scheduled on the summer solstice, the longest day of the year, because we 
at CFH, and homeless advocates and support groups in at least 170 cities across North America, 
observe Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day each winter solstice (the longest night of the year), 
remembering the people who died that year in their community without stable housing.

Now a number of organizations have taken on the Summer Solstice Success Celebration project 
as their own. We’re pleased to report the event has already been scheduled in Baltimore, Miami 
and Portland, and expect probably at least a dozen communities will sponsor an event this year. 
Meanwhile, the National Health Care for the Homeless Council (NHCHC) has launched an effort 
to promote Summer Solstice Success Celebrations across the country.

The NHCHC, which is holding its Annual Conference and Policy Symposium this week with over 
850 participants from cities in every section of the country, is now promoting the summer solstice 
event idea. By next year we expect our observance to be celebrated in dozens of cities.

That’s an exciting idea for the CFH client leaders and Board members who invented our 
observance. It’s also one of the stories of success people who attend this year’s event will be hearing about from Board Member Barbara 
Knecht, one of the program’s founders. The program will also feature housing awards to successful clients who overcame incredible 
hardships to obtain and maintain stable housing; health care awards to both CFH patients who successfully overcame a healthcare struggle 
in very difficult circumstances and their CFH clinician or medical provider; and the winner of the third annual Short Story of Success contest.

City Human Resources Administration (HRA) Commissioner Steve Banks will be our special guest at the event. He’ll speak and hand out 
housing awards. Commissioner Banks is currently supervising both the HRA and the city’s Department of Homeless Services, so that he runs 
the city’s homelessness prevention and outreach programs, administers multiple city benefit programs and is in charge of all city homeless 
shelters. He’s inaugurated numerous new efforts to provide needed services, prevent evictions and homelessness, and an innovative 
outreach program CFH has been very supportive of. He has also launched a number of client centered efforts to provide better and safer 
shelters and other services to people struggling with homelessness.

The program includes a meal for anyone who wishes to partake, music and entertainment, and a “Wall of Success” where everyone is 
invited to post their own success. The program is always free and open to everyone. 

“Summer Solstice Success Celebration” Spreads Nationally

 Several CFH client leader advocates joined a number of CFH staff this week in Portland, Or-
egon, to participate in the National Care for the Homeless Council (NHCHC) Conference and Policy 
Symposium. Client leaders Raymond West and Philip Malebranche also made presentations at the 
conference that included many hundreds of attendees from across the United States and some 
foreign countries. 
 West, who is an officer of CFH’s Consumer Advisory Board and a member of the CFH Speakers 
Bureau, presented in a seminar called “Housing Not Handcuffs: Criminalizing homelessness, con-
structive alternatives, protecting the human rights of people experiencing homelessness”. He spoke 
along with CFH staff and an attorney from the National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty. 
CFH has previously partnered with the Law Center to conduct legal clinics at homeless shelters in 
New York City.  

        CFH’s 2016 Summer Solstice Celebration Flyer
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CFH Client Advocates Present at National Conference 
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The Busy Advocate’s June Calendar
Wed., June 1st - Fri., June 3rd, National Care for the Homeless Council Conference and Policy Symposium, with over 850 participants from 
across the country; includes numerous workshops conducted by CFH staff and client leaders, Portland, OR.

Thur., June 2nd, 10:00 am, City Council Committee on Women’s Issues Hearingabout three bills: 1122-2016, 1123-2016 and 1128-2016, 
to require providing free and accessible provision of feminine hygiene products at shelters, schools and correctional facilities; and              
Resolution 1012 calling for termination of local and state sales tax on feminine hygiene products, City Council Chambers at NYC City Hall.

Mon., June 6th, 5 - 6:30 pm, CFH First Monday Policy Briefing on “How to Talk About Homelessness”, CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 33rd 
Street, Manhattan, NY.

Mon., June 13th, 9 am - 12 pm, CFH Voter Registration Drive Event, Susan’s Place, 1921 Jerome Ave., Bronx, NY. 

Tue., June 21st, 5 - 6:30 pm, 3rd Annual CFH Summer Solstice Success Celebration, Red Oak Apartments,135 West 106th Street,              
Manhattan, NY.

Thur., June 30th, 10 am - 1 pm, CFH Voter Registration Drive Event, All Angels Church 251 West 80th Street, Manhattan, NY.

Act Now! Congress Votes on Funding for Housing Programs Next Week
Both the U.S. House and Senate Appropriations Committees have recently passed budget bills including appropriations for the programs 

that provide housing assistance for people experiencing homelessness; people who are unstably housed; or with extremely low income 
or living in deep poverty. For decades, federal housing assistance 
for poor people has declined or failed to keep up with dramatically 
rising costs – and this year’s budget appears to be no exception. 

Both the House and Senate versions attempt to maintain programs 
for people already in them, but include no room for expansion 
or program improvement at a time of growing need. That means 
essentially no additional Section 8 vouchers and no expansion of 
other housing subsidy programs. It means drastically underfunded 
public housing across the country, and in New York City, won’t get 
the infusion of capital funding critically needed to maintain aging 
public housing units to keep them available for rent and in decent 
repair.  

This funding to maintain, but not increase, programs for people 
who are homeless, unstably housed and other vulnerable people 
comes just as the Center for Budget Programs and Priorities released 
a new report documenting that the number of families with 
children receiving federal rent assistance has fallen by over 250,000 
(13%) since 2004, and is now at its lowest point in over a decade. 
This decrease in critical assistance comes even as the number of homeless families is increasing (New York City’s Department of Homeless 
Services shelter census is reporting an all-time high in family homelessness), and more and more families struggle to pay their rent.   

The Senate version leaves HUD short of the President’s budget request by about $446 million. The House version is even lower, $953 
million below the President’s request. At CFH, we believe the modern day homelessness crisis was caused by bad public policy – like this 
underfunding of critically needed programs that would aid families and other people in need, allow struggling people to improve their 
lives, reach far more of their potential and would improve our communities, as well as save a lot of public resources (because housing 
assistance is much, much cheaper than paying for shelters). What’s more, better policies – policies targeted to solve problems and help 
people in need  – could end modern day homelessness as we know it.

If you want to weigh in on funding programs to fight homelessness in the federal budget, you should call your Senators and Member of 
Congress now. The final votes on these budget bills (when you talk to your representative’s office, this appropriation bill is usually referred 
to as the THUD budget because it includes funding for the Departments of Transportation and also Housing and Urban Development) 
could come as early as the week of June 6.  Funding levels that meet poor and vulnerable people’s legitimate needs is the right thing to 
do, it drives better outcomes for the people involved and our communities, and over time it actually saves money. The very least Congress 
should do is agree to appropriate the higher funding levels in the two bills for each program.

You can reach your members of Congress through the Capitol Switchboard in Washington at (202) 224-3121 .    

     Malebranche, also a member of CFH’s Consumer Advisory Board and of the National Consumer Advisory Board at NHCHC, was one of 
two presenters of a workshop titled “What did you say? Reframing and Messaging in HCH Advocacy”.
     Other CFH client leaders attending the four day conference included CFH CAB members Ava Conner and Calvin Alston. In addition to 
the conference programs, client leaders will also participate in and speak at a Social Justice Rally in Portland.

CFH Client Advocates Present at National Conference cont’d.. 

Family in a NYC Shelter


