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Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook and on 
Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.

For the third year, Care for the Homeless (CFH) will hold our Summer Solstice Success Celebration recognizing “success stories” of our clients 
who have overcome obstacles as they’ve overcome homelessness.  The celebration is set for Tuesday, June 21, at Red Oak Apartments, 135 
West 106th Street in Manhattan from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

 In 2014, our first Summer Solstice Celebration recognized CFH clients who overcame homelessness to obtain and maintain stable 
housing. In 2015, we honored clients who overcame health concerns, and recognized the CFH clinicians who worked with them to achieve 
success. This year, in addition to presenting new stories of success in housing and healthcare we’ll be honoring a client leader who has 
achieved success in advocating for better policies to fight, prevent and end 
homelessness.

As in prior years, you are invited to nominate any CFH client who has 
achieved special success to receive an award at the summer solstice 
celebration. Winning CFH clients will be recognized at the event with 
an award. Nomination may be submitted to policy@cfhnyc.org. All 
nominations must include contact info for both the nominator and the 
nominee, as well as a brief description of the success for which the person 
is being nominated.

This year also brings our third annual “Stories of Success” Writing contest. 
These short stories of CFH’s real life heroes who have overcome obstacles 
in the fight against health challenges, finding and keeping housing and 
advocating for better public policies to fight, prevent or end homelessness 
can be truly inspirational to others.

If you have a personal story of success, or know someone who does,        
please consider submitting it to our contest. The contest is open to all New 
Yorkers who are or were homeless and is limited to 300 words. Submissions may be e-mailed 
to policy@cfhnyc.org  or mailed or delivered to the Policy Office, 30 East 33rd Street, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10016.  All submissions must 
include the author’s name and contact information.  The submission deadline is Tuesday, May 31, 2016. The winner will receive a prize and 
read their award winning story at the Solstice Celebration.  All entries may be republished with credit to the author.

What true celebration would be complete without food, companionship and musical entertainment?  Bring an appetite and be ready to 
applaud the successes of your friends and neighbors.  Everyone is invited to attend and participate in the festivities.  

Celebrate Success!

Racism: A Driver of Homelessness 
           At Care for the Homeless our mission is to advocate for policies that ameliorate, 
prevent and end homelessness; it is impossible to think of solutions without first 
understanding that racism is a strong driver of homelessness. Racism itself is more 
than just individual prejudice, it is a state supported dominant view that is difficult to 
ignore. Policies and laws are applied differently to different groups of people and this 
has created drastic differentials in housing policies, mass incarceration and health care 
access outcomes. On Monday May 2nd CFH’s “First Monday Policy Briefing” explored 
the link between racism and homelessness. The discussion was guided by our Executive 
Director Bobby Watts and Client leader Garrett McMahan. It allowed participants to 
speak about this difficult and controversial topic, in a safe and supportive environment. 
        Bobby Watts began with a presentation including charts and three short videos
documenting disparate outcomes by race over very long periods of time on income,    
family wealth, housing patterns, arrests and sentencing, and the chances of becoming 

homeless in America. 
       Garrett McMahan told the group, “I am from South Carolina where you are taught that things are very different.  There is white man’s 
law and black man’s law. With that I know that there are certain places I can’t go, and I don’t want to go. I don’t want to put myself in a bad 
situation… as a black man I know that my chances of going to jail or getting shot are very high”. 
    Following the presentation a dozen members of the briefing audience actively participated in the discussion. One participant said, “…  

Homelessness in New York by Race
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The Busy Advocate’s April Calendar
Thur., May 12th, City Council budget hearings, for the Human Resources Administration from 10-11:30 am, for Department of Homeless 
Services 11:30 -1 pm, NYC City Hall. 

Sun., May 15th, 9:30 am - 12:00 pm, NYC AIDS Walk, if you would like to walk with Care for the Homeless please send an e-mail to        
policy@cfhnyc.org, The walk will start near 59th Street and 5th Avenue in Central Park. Follow the signs for the event. 

Tue., May 24th, 12:30 pm, HAC Meeting, CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, NY.
 
Wed., May 25th, 12:30 pm, CAB Meeting, CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, NY.

Thur., June 2nd, Publication of June Policy Matters Newsletter

Mon., June 6th, 5:00 pm, CFH’s First Monday Policy Briefing, on “How to Talk About Homelessness”, 5th floor conference room, 30 E. 33rd 
Street, Manhattan, NY, 10016. RSVP at policy@cfhnyc.org. 

Tue., June 21st, 5 pm - 7pm, CFH’s Summer Solstice Success Celebration, Red Oak Apartments, 135 West 106th Street in Manhattan.

Your Vote Is Your Voice! by Client Leader Ava
Non-partisan voter registration drives have become an important annual event at Care for the Homeless, led by our Client Leaders and 

CFH’s Policy Department.  Last summer was a busy and successful period for voter registration efforts sponsored by CFH at a variety of 
CFH’s clinics, including Susan’s Place and, POTS in the Bronx; Peter Jay Sharp 
and St. John’s Bread and Life in Brooklyn; Ali Forney, Valley Lodge and Broadway 
Presbyterian in Manhattan; and Jamaica Family Assessment and Salvation 
Army’s Citadel in Queens, as well as other locations. We registered over 170 new 
voters. Some of them had never registered or voted before! 

As one of the CFH Client Leaders involved in the effort, it was great to help 
empower people who often don’t feel empowered.  I especially remember one 
newly registered voter telling me “I always thought that I wasn’t allowed to vote 
because I’m on probation. Today I found out I am eligible.  It’s a great feeling! I 
feel like a whole person again”  

Misinformation about eligibility to vote after having served a sentence was 
a problem mentioned on more than one occasion.  In New York state people 
who have completed a sentence, or who are on probation, can vote. People 
experiencing homelessness on the streets are also eligible to register and vote, 
though they may not realize it.

At one of our events, I followed a person who seemed reluctant to register out of the building to sit and talk with him privately. After 
talking a short time he completed the easy to fill out voter registration form and wound up thanking me profusely.

One of the most interesting days was at the Job Corps Center. Many of the young people we approached as they left the dining hall 
had only recently turned 18 and many were not concerned or interested in the idea of voting. Some made jokes and discounted the 
importance of being a voter, but we treated them as adults and many of them wound up registering to vote.

CFH Client-Leaders are natural, passionate advocates for becoming a voter.  They know how to use their personal experiences to make 
their point.  My friend and colleague Garrett McMahan, for example, when presented with arguments such as “My vote doesn’t mean 
anything”, or “Nothing is going change” was quick to reply, “You’ve got to be in it to win it! If you don’t vote, don’t complain in the future! 
You have a chance to make a difference.”

This year promises to be one of the most important elections in history.  Before the New York Presidential Primary we held our first 2016 
registration event at Susan’s Place.  In one morning 19 new voters, eligible to vote in the Primary, were registered.  Not a bad start.  

Our next Voter Registration effort will be on Tuesday, June 21 at the CFH Summer Solstice Success Celebration (see the article above). 
After that, Client-Leader voter registration drives at various CFH sites will be conducted from July through National Voter Registration Day, 
Tuesday, September 27, 2016. Dates are currently being arranged at various sites.  

Our goal is to increase our voter registration numbers to well over 200 in 2016.  Our Client-Leaders have the enthusiasm, passion and 
ability to make this happen!  We will keep you informed of our results.

you go into the system and try to work and save enough money and still you have people look at you and tell you that because you are 
homeless, or because of your race, you are useless, you are not going to do anything. It’s not one size fits all. Everyone is different and 
wants a chance. They want a chance to regain their life, a chance to give back to their families and their communities. That is so important. 
But we have all of this systemic racism that keeps you down. Racism and discrimination need to stop, especially when you have these bad 
policies that don’t let you be the person that you can be. “
     Executive Director Bobby Watts said, “We all deserve an equal opportunity to reach our full potential. Society should not force or cutoff 
opportunity for one group at the expense of another and racism stops people from having an equal opportunity”.  In order to push 
forward we need more platforms to speak about racism and homelessness. This well received policy briefing was a great start, with more 
opportunities to follow.
     Next month’s “First Monday” briefing will be at 5 p.m. on Monday, June 6, at the CFH Conference Room on the 5th floor at 30 E. 30th 
Street. The topic will be “How to Talk About Homelessness”, and will feature a presentation and discussion about “framing and messaging”. 
The program is open to all. Please RSVP at policy@cfhnyc.org. 

Client Leader Garrett McMahan registering voters
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