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Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook and on 
Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.

Care for the Homeless sent a delegation of ten client leaders and staff to the CHCANYS (Community Health Center Association of New 
York) Advocacy Day in Albany on March 7th, bringing community health center consumers and staff together to advocate for better 
health care for health center patients. The day began with a rally featuring State Senator Gustavo Rivera, Assembly Health Committee 
Chair Richard Gottfried, CHCANYS leadership and CFH’s own David Broxton (pictured below). Broxton, a CFH client leader, certified 
advocate and chair of CFH’s Community Advisory Board, was one of two client speakers at the rally. David recounted his story to a group 
of 300+ health center consumers:

“I was at a very low point in my life,” Broxton said.  “I was addicted 
to drugs, and I had no job. I was homeless and living in shelter. I 
was staying at Valley Lodge and that is when I met a Care for the 
Homeless nurse practitioner who gave me a physical, something 
I had not had in years. After a few tests she told me I was in the 
early stages of prostate cancer. I thought my life was over, I had 
never heard of anyone surviving cancer. But, she told me that it 
was treatable. At first I didn’t believe her; I read as much as I could 
about the cancer and slowly started to feel better about my chances. 
Through treatment I was able to beat it and if it wasn’t for Care for 
the Homeless I wouldn’t be standing up here today, clean, cancer 
free, alive and kicking! “

David went on to explain that because of his experience he 
decided to become an advocate for community health organizations 
and policies to fight prevent and end homelessness. He has been 
a client leader with Care for the Homeless for almost 10 years. The 
audience rose to its feet and cheered for David and his success story. 

David’s story is like many people experiencing homelessness in New York City. For them health care access and appropriate ongoing 
treatment is many times a life-saving and life-changing event. Good medical and mental health care is often the first step away from 
homelessness. 

The Care for the Homeless client leaders who advocated in Albany last month met separately with 15 state legislators or their staff in 
their individual offices, advocating both for the CHACANYS health center issues and a CFH Agenda to End Homelessness. CFH client 
leaders involved, in addition to Broxton, included Garrett McMahan, Vilna Miller, Raymond West and Anthony Williams. 

“Health Care Access Saved My Life”

Illegal to Sleep in My Car!: Homelessness Criminalization 
April’s “First Monday Policy Briefing” was a presentation on the tragic trend across the country of “criminalizing” homelessness and 

poverty. It’s part of CFH’s campaign to fight stigmatization of homelessness and poverty, including efforts to criminalize homelessness. The 
presentation largely reprised a well-received workshop presented by CFH and the National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty at last 
year’s National Health Care for the Homeless Conference and Policy Symposium in Washington, D.C. Presentation and discussion leaders 
included CFH Executive Director Bobby Watts, client leader Raymond West, client leader Anthony Williams and CFH Policy Director Jeff 
Foreman. 

West and Williams told their own stories of stigmatization and “criminalization” of homelessness. Their stories included incidents of selective 
enforcement of laws only against people who appeared to be homeless, harassment and threats of prosecution of people who sought to 
provide food to hungry homeless or poor people and seizure of personal property from homeless people on the streets.
   The presentation included legal issues precluding various laws intended to criminalize panhandling, limit opportunities for food 
sharing, move along apparently homeless people and take their property (“sweeps”), outlaw sleeping in automobiles and other     
issues. 

Client leader David Broxton speaks at CHCANYS Advocacy Day
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The Busy Advocate’s April Calendar
Tue., April 12th, 1 p.m., City Council Committee on Women meeting on bill sponsored by Speaker Mark-Viverito to create city Gender  
Equity Advisory Board to study impact of discrimination on women and girls, and report with recommendations annually by December 31 
starting in 2017, Council Committee Room, NYC Hall

Wed., April 13th, 10 a.m., City Council Joint Meeting of General Welfare and Public Safety Committees on bill requiring city Department of 
Homeless Services to publish annual report on “critical incidents” in city homeless shelters, City Council Chambers, NYC Hall

Tue., April 19th, 6 am. - 9 p.m., New York State Federal primary election, including Presidential primary election, you can locate your polling 
place through the NYC Board of elections here.

Tue., April 19th, 12:30 - 2 p.m., CFH HAC client leader election meeting, 5th floor conference room, 30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, 10016

Fri., April 22nd, EARTH DAY!, Look for lots of Earth Day events on or around April 22, and celebrate by being kind to our planet

Sat., April 23rd, First Night of Jewish Passover (begins at sundown)

Wed., April 27th, 12:30 - 2 p.m., CFH Consumer Advisory Board meeting, 5th floor conference room, 30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, 10016

Sun., May 1st, Easter 

Mon., May 2nd, 5 p.m., CFH’s “First Monday Policy Briefing”, on Racism and Homelessness, 5th floor conference room, 30 E. 33rd Street,  
Manhattan, NY, 10016, Click here to register.

Thur., May 5th, Publication of May Policy Matters Newsletter

Sun., May 15th, 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., NYC Aids Walk, if you would like to walk with Care for the Homeless please send an e-mail to              
ninteriano@cfhnyc.org, the walk will start near 59th Street and 5th Avenue in Central Park.

Tell Us Your Story! 
For the third year in a row, Care for the Homeless is sponsoring 

a short story contest open to all currently or formerly homeless 
people in New York City. We’re looking for stories about success in 
overcoming health challenges, in finding and maintaining stable 
housing or in advocating for better policies to fight, prevent or end 
homelessness. Entrants may also submit an essay about what the 
writer thinks success would look like and feel like. We’re constantly 
inspired by the real stories of real life heroes who overcome 
obstacles in the fight against unstable housing.

If you have a story of success - or know someone who does - in 
overcoming the challenges of homelessness in New York City, 
please consider submitting it to our contest. All contest entries 
must be received by Tuesday May 31, 2015. Submissions may be 
mailed or delivered to the Policy Office, Care for the Homeless, 
30 E. 33rd Street, 5th floor, New York, NY, 10016, or they may be 
e-mailed to policy@cfhnyc.org. Submissions should be limited to 
not more than 300 words.

One winner will be selected by Care for the Homeless, will receive 
a prize and be asked 
to read their winning 
short story at the 
CFH Summer Solstice 
Success Celebration 
on June 21, 2015.  All 
submissions must 
include the author’s 
name and contact 
information (phone 
number and/or e-mail 
address), so that 
the winning author 
can be contacted. 
All entries may be 
republished      with 
credit to the author.

The presentation also included 
policy reasons such efforts are 
ineffective including the expen-
sive cost, inability to solve any 
ongoing concerns, and how 
much criminalization actually 
aggravates the ongoing home-
lessness crisis. It also included a 
brief presentation on far more 
effective alternatives including 
providing adequate services to 
people experiencing homeless-
ness, better training and resourc-
es for police and effective stable 
housing programs.
   Next month’s First Monday 
Policy Briefing will be on the 
issue of Racism and Homeless-
ness. It is free and open to all. It is 
scheduled for 5 p.m. on Monday, 
May 2, at the CFH Conference 
Room on the 5th floor of 30 E. 
33rd Street, and is scheduled to 
run from 60 to 90 minutes.  

Illegal to Sleep in My 
Car!: Homelessness 
Criminalization cont’d.

A chart showing the collateral          
consequences of criminalization


