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Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.

Our Care for the Homeless mission statement includes advocating for 
policies to fight, prevent and end homelessness. But is it realistic to end 
modern day homelessness?

 
We’re absolutely sure it can. How can we be so sure? Because, with 

documented study after study to back us up, we know what successfully 
works to end homelessness. We know supportive housing, rapid rehousing 
and permanent rental subsidies, like Section 8 vouchers, work. We know 
that providing appropriate medical and mental health and other social 
services works. We know these programs aren’t cheap, in the long run they 
are far less expensive than what we’re doing now.

 
We can end homelessness as we know it in years, not decades. Last month 

Care for the Homeless Policy Director had an article published that makes 
that very point.  You can take action by joining the Care for the Homeless 
Grassroots Action Network by emailing policy@cfhnyc.org. 

Ending Homelessness in Years, not Decades

Council Speaker Calls for Ending Arbitrary Time Limits on Rental Assistance

Join the CFH Advocacy Network to help fight against homelessness

 New York City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, echoing a long 
time Care for the Homeless advocacy issue, used her annual State of the 
City address to call for an end to the arbitrary 1-, 3- or 5-year time limits that 
now characterize the city’s rental assistance subsidies targeted to transition 
people experiencing homelessness from shelter to stable housing. She 
also called for more funding for federal Section 8 vouchers and more state 
funding for programs to battle poverty and homelessness.

Melissa Mark-Viverito highlighted the need for better homeless policies in 
her State of the City address last month.

 
The Speaker’s plan to remove artificial time limits is important for many 

reasons. It’s a real effort toward ending homelessness - always the right 
thing to do - and recognizing a basic human right to housing. It is based 
on the documented policy point that many people will need ongoing 
assistance to avoid recurring, chronic homelessness. It recognizes that 
stabilizing people in permanent, decent housing is great for the people 
assisted, for our communities, and it saves public resources.

 
Here is a portion of the Speaker’s address that deals with homelessness and policy issues: 

Unfortunately, for many families, poverty doesn’t mean “cutting back” or “saving more.” Poverty is the terrible choice between putting food on 
the table and making that month’s rent; between paying hospital bills and having nothing left over to live on.

 
Every night, over 58,000 New Yorkers spend the night in the City’s shelter system. Over 3,000 more face the cold on the street, unsheltered. This 

has been a growing challenge for decades. It’s a challenge that we as a City are committed to addressing and I thank Mayor Bill de Blasio for his 
hard work.  Con’t. on next page.

Melissa Mark-Viverito highlighted the need for better homeless policies in her 
State of the City address last month
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 It’s easy to paint a simplified picture of homelessness - we might imagine someone who is jobless, or perhaps someone who is battling mental 
health problems. And in many cases, that might be part of the story. But here is the truth: for thousands of New Yorkers, the only thing standing 
between them and homelessness is one missed paycheck, or one unforeseen medical emergency. And with costs of living on the rise, these stories 
are becoming more and more common. We have a moral, humanitarian, and legal obligation to end the City’s systemic homelessness crisis.

 
The Council is proud to play a key role in that fight. We provided over $11 million in funding for anti-eviction legal services and emergency 

assistance for families in danger of becoming homeless. And we’ve passed legislation making it easier for domestic violence survivors to qualify for 
shelter.

 
But clearly more must be done. Necesitamos mas justicia. We need more justice.
 
First, we need to raise the minimum wage. Under Governor Cuomo’s leadership, New York State has moved to raise the statewide minimum wage 

to $15 an hour - a momentous decision that will uplift countless families. This is a huge step. And now Albany must act to raise the minimum wage 
for all hardworking New Yorkers.

 
As for the City’s ability to provide appropriate housing to those in need - support from the federal government is critical, especially Section 8. 

This federal program provides subsidies for eligible low-income families to rent decent, safe, and affordable housing - but the demand for these 
vouchers far outpaces the supply. So this Council calls on Congress today to recommit to - and expand - Section 8. Homelessness is a national 
problem, and the federal government must do its part.

 
At the City level, we can act decisively and boldly by creating our own expansive, permanent rental subsidy program. Such a program would stop 

families from re-entering the shelter system due to the increasing gap between wages and rent. And recipients and property owners alike would 
benefit from knowing there was a consistent support system in place - one that wouldn’t automatically cease after a few years. In this City, we all 
know there is a widening housing affordability gap. It is unrealistic for many families to go from living in shelter, to making full rent payments after 
only a few years of temporary assistance. A permanent subsidy would help establish stability by preventing families from cycling in and out of 
shelters, maintaining people in their communities, and keeping children in their schools.

 
We also call on the State to do its part and allocate adequate funding for this important program, and to accelerate their commitment develop 

thousands of units of supportive housing.        
 
Care for the Homeless Executive Director Bobby Watts said the Speaker’s plan to end arbitrary time limits on rental subsidies to keep 

people experiencing homelessness in stable housing “is exactly the right thing to do.” Watts noted CFH has long advocated doing away with 
time limits. 

“The time limits serve no useful purpose so long as the tenant is still in need,” he said. “Tenants who pay their share of rent and break no 
rules shouldn’t be put out in the street after a year, three years or five years. It’s documented that these kinds of programs work long term, 
moving people from shelter to stable housing, unlocking the human potential of the residents, improving neighborhoods and saving 
millions of tax dollars spent on shelter every year. It’s a win-win-win.”

Speaker Calls for Ending Arbitrary Time Limits on Rental Assistance cont’d.

Too often in recent newspaper accounts we read lurid stories about violence by a homeless person on a public street or in a subway 
station.  Always, it seems, the homeless person is stigmatized as threatening in demeanor, dirty, frequently obscene in language.  He 
or she may be seen as taking up too much space or asleep on a bench or subway seat.  The story often quotes witness impressions 
that something needs to be done about these dangerous people. 

Why is it that we rarely, if ever, read about the violent acts so often committed against homeless people in our City? An annual 
study written by the national Coalition for the Homeless documents that people experiencing homelessness on the streets have far 
more to fear from stably housed people than the other way around. It documents that year-after-year the number of these attacks 
are increasing, becoming more violent and resulting in more deaths.

Each year Care for the Homeless holds a Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day observance in December remembering and memorializing 
people who died that year in New York City without housing. Each time the observance includes a eulogy for someone beaten to 
death on the street, usually as they slept without bothering another soul. Last year it was a man in the Bronx stomped to death as he 
slept on a church step in the Bronx. The year before it was a homeless man attacked as he slept in a Queens park. Con’t. on next page.

Attacks and Stigmatization Against Homeless People Increase

Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.
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The Busy Advocate’s March Calender
Mon., March 7 th, 6:30 a.m., CFH Advocacy in Albany event in collaboration with CHCANYS Lobby Day, must have pre-
registered, buses leave from Montefiore Medical Center, 111 East 210th Street, Bronx, NY
 
Mon., March 7th, CFH “First Monday” Policy Briefing on delivering health care to homeless people on the streets, CFH 
Conference Room, 30 E. 33rd Street
 
Tue., March 8th, 3 p.m., NYC ID Focus Group, cosponsored by CFH, for preregistered only, CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 
33rd Street
 
Wed., March 9th, 6:30 p.m., Right to Counsel NYC Coalition book launch featuring Matthew Doud, author of EVICTED at 
Institute for Public Knowledge, 20 Cooper Square, 2nd floor
 
Tue., March 15th, 9:30 a.m., NY City Council Budget Hearing on DHS/HRA,Council Chambers 
at NY City Hall
 
Thur., March 17th, St. Patrick’s Day, don’t forget to wear green!

Tue., March 29th, 12:30-2 p.m., HAC Client Leader Board meeting, CFH Conference Room, 30 
E. 33rd Street
 
Wednesday, March 30: CFH Consumer Advisory Board Meeting, CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 
33rd Street

I am formerly homeless. I’m pleased to have my own apartment now, 
and glad to be a peer advocate with Care for the Homeless, New York 
City’s oldest and largest provider of health care exclusively to people 
of all ages experiencing homelessness. I’ve seen, and I’ve experienced, 
more than my share of taunting and attacks for no offense than 
appearing to be homeless.   

Not long ago on a cold, wet late winter evening I was boarding a 
Bronx bound #2 train at 125th Street.  A loud group of five teenage 
boys entered the train before me. The only other passenger was an 
elderly man, apparently homeless, asleep on a corner seat with his 
possessions around him.  Instead of just sitting down as the train 
pulled out this gang shook him awake and surrounded the old man in 
a threatening circle.

For the next few minutes the gang taunted the frightened man.  “Get 
your ass up and go find yourself a place to stay. You don’t belong here.”  
The old man had nothing to say, there was no one else around to help him. At the next stop one of the boys grabbed one of his bags 
and threw it onto the platform. As the man got up, two of the other boys pushed and shoved him roughly outside. He fell to the 
platform floor hitting his head.  The doors closed and the train pulled away.

What was the old man’s crime?  He had taken shelter on a cold night and fell asleep.  He was homeless and helpless against a gang 
who took advantage of his vulnerability.  The real cause of the confrontation was the stigmatization of poverty and homelessness. 
What a sad commentary on life in New York City!

The annual report confirms what we all know. As people are more and more stigmatized for being poor and for being homeless, the 
violence gets worse and worse. Being poor is a tragedy, but it’s not a crime.

There is a bill in the New York Senate and State Assembly, The Homeless Protection Act, making attacks against homeless people for 
no reason other than that they are homeless a hate crime.  The bill has been around for years without any action on it.

Sadly, homelessness in New York City is the highest it has ever been. Violent crimes against homeless people increase every year 
along with stigmatization.  It is time to do something to stop further victimizing homeless people. This legislation is one small but 
important step in that direction. Please ask your State Senator and Assembly person to act on the Homeless Protection bill.  It’s the 
right thing to do!

Attacks and Stigmatization Against Homeless People Increase cont’d.

Violence against homeless New Yorkers is on the rise but we can take an 
important step to help end it.


