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Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.

As 2015 ended, and the New Year began, New Yorkers and our leaders 
were focusing on a more effective homeless policy and helping victims 
of homelessness.  Many of the policies CFH has been advocating are 
being adopted or considered, with a great opportunity to further our 
mission of fighting, preventing and ending homelessness.

 Gov. Cuomo made headlines as he issued an Executive Order, effective 
January 5, 2016, requiring all New York local governments to facilitate 
moving people living on the streets or in public places to shelter when 
temperatures drop below freezing. The policy emphasizes outreach, 
availability of shelter, and mental health evaluations. The Governor made 
it clear his policy directive comes from concern.

 “It’s about love. It’s about compassion. It’s about helping one another 
and basic human decency,” the Governor said. 

Even more importantly, the Governor promised to address homeless 
policy as a major point in his January 13 “State of the State” address (he 
has referred to it as his “State of Opportunity” speech). He has promised 
he’ll propose new policy along with resources to support those policies. 
Leading up to that speech the Governor has been meeting with 
homeless policy advocates and experts, including CFH Executive Director 
Bobby Watts, for input.

 Care for the Homeless, and our partners in the ‘Campaign 4 NY/NY Housing’ are advocating that the Governor include a new city-state 
agreement including 30,000 new supportive housing units for New York City to fight homelessness with stable housing. Mayor de Blasio, 
at the end of 2015, announced the city would fund 15,000 of those new supportive housing units.

 The Mayor also announced a massive new outreach program called HomeStat that will devote hundreds of new outreach workers 
to patrol every block in high impact areas throughout the City on a daily basis, to talk with and develop relationships with people 
living rough on the streets and in public places in a stepped up effort to provide needed services, shelter and stable housing to people 
experiencing homelessness.

 These efforts come on the heels of robust city efforts to increase mental health outreach, establish meaningful city rental assistance 
voucher programs for those in shelter and a greater emphasis on homelessness prevention including providing legal representation to 
New Yorkers facing eviction in housing courts.

 What’s more, New York City’s Council has maintained attention on oversight and improving homelessness policies. This attention holds 
great promise for delivering the kind of services, certainly including medical and mental health services needed to improve operation of 
city shelters, and the hope of providing the stable permanent housing that can help end homelessness as we know it in New York City.

2016 Begins With Homeless Policy in the Spotlight 

CFH Observes Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day 
Remembering Those Who Died in 2015 Without Housing 

Govenor Cuomo and Mayor de Blasio will increase services aimed at 
fighting homelessness in 2016

December 21st, winter solstice, is the longest, darkest night of the year. So it’s fitting that each winter solstice we at Care for the Homeless, 
and people suffering homelessness and their advocates in more than 170 cities in North America, observe Homeless Persons’ Memorial 
Day (HPMD). At our observance we remember and memorialize those who died, often needlessly, without housing in New York City during 
the year.

 Every year CFH’s client leaders and others read aloud the names of those to be remembered, as a bell tolls and a candle is lit. At the same 
time information about the person being remembered is projected on a wall. As the names are read the client leaders pause occasionally 
to eulogize someone they personally knew. Cont’d.



2For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    
30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor         New York, NY 10016          (212)-366-4459

The Busy Advocate’s January Calender
Fri., Jan. 1st, New Year’s Day: Happy 2016!
 
Mon., Jan. 4th, CFH 1st Monday Policy Briefing cancelled due to New Year’s holiday -Resumes Monday, February 
1st, 5 p.m., 5th floor, 30 E. 33rd St, Manhattan, N.Y.

Tues., Jan. 13th, Gov. Cuomo’s “State of the State” speech; expected to present plans and resources to address New 
York City homelessness

Tues., Jan. 13th, 10 a.m., Public meeting of New York City Council’s General Welfare Committee, hearing on Hunger 
in New York City, City Council Chambers, NY City Hall
 
Tues.-Fri., Jan. 13th-15th, Institute for Children, Poverty & Homelessness conference: “Beyond Housing 2016” 
Crowne Plaza Times Square Hotel, NYC, for registered attendees; includes workshop by CFH
 
Mon., Jan. 18th, Martin Luther King Day celebrated (MLK’s actual birthday is 1/15)
 
Mon, Jan. 25th, NYC Homeless Services “HOPE Count” of people experiencing homelessness in NYC streets, parks & 
subways; evening 1/26-early a.m. 1/27 (CFH volunteers participating)
 
Tues., Jan 26th, 10 a.m., Public meeting of New York City Council’s Public Housing Committee, City Council 
Chambers, NY City Hall
 
Wed., Jan 27th, 12:30 - 2 p.m., Joint meeting of CFH’s two client leader boards (HAC and CAB), CFH conference room, 
5th floor, 30 E. 33rd Street, Manhattan, NY

CFH Announces 2016 Policy 
Briefings Schedule 

On Monday, February 1st, at 5:00 p.m. Care for the Homeless 
will resume our monthly First Monday Policy Briefings. Briefings 
highlight timely issues on NYC homelessness, social justice, 
health care and poverty and foster conversation among 
participants on policy. 

Join us on February 1st for an update on the state of NY/NY 4, 
the campaign for 35,000 supportive housing units in New York 
state. The program is free and open to the public, but please 
RSVP here to attend by clicking the link on our homepage at 
www.careforthehomeless.org.

All briefings are held at the CFH main office at 30 E. 33rd Street, 
5th Floor in Manhattan.

The greatest public education asset that Care for the Homeless has 
is our Speakers’ Bureau, a program made up of homeless and formerly 
homeless clients who advocate for better policy by telling their stories 
and the public policies that impact their lives. Since the program began 
in 2013 the CFH ‘Certified Advocates’ have spoken to policy-makers, 
students, service providers, reporters and other members of the 
New York City community to let them know that we can end modern 
day homelessness. Check out the video on our policy page at www.
careforthehomeless.org.

Thank you to Alice Bradley and Narjis Hancharick of the New School for 
creating this video.
Interested in booking a speakers’ bureau presentation? Email us at 
policy@cfhnyc.org.

Learn about CFH Client
Speakers’ Bureau in New Video

 This is also an occasion to recognize just how much chronic homelessness robs its victims of health and dignity. CFH Executive Director 
Bobby Watts had an editorial on that subject published recently on Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day in the Gotham Gazette.

 At the conclusion of this year’s observance the more than 150 participants 
held candles aloft as they joined in song and remembrance. We will 
continue observing HPMD, remembering those who might otherwise 
never be remembered or memorialized, and fighting to end the scourge of 
homelessness as we know it.    

CFH Observes Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day 
Remembering Those Who Died in 2015 Without Housing cont’d.

Participants remember lost friends at Memorial in December 2015


