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Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.

At the invitation of the U.S. House Financial Services Committee, Care for the Homeless last week submitted extensive official public 
comments to Congress on housing programs, poverty policy and the operation of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD). The Congressional Committee invited comments from leading organizations on the 50th anniversary of the creation of HUD. 

HUD’s mission statement includes creating “...strong, sustainable, inclusive communities and affordable homes for all.” But after significant 
funding to provide public housing and affordable housing opportunities for extremely low-income and low-income households, as well as 
moderate and middle income Americans, in the early years of HUD’s operation, federal support for these programs substantially diminished 
in later decades. Only the federal government really has the ability to adequately support these needed programs.

The CFH comments specifically speak to the basic need to adequately fund housing programs and public housing, the need to end across-
the-board “sequestration” cuts to effective programs, the need to correct irrational housing processes 
and measures that currently drive bad policies, and the need to support programs that provide “basic 
human rights” and necessities to extremely low-income households and people living in deep poverty, 
including basic medical and mental health care, programs for stable housing for people experiencing 
homelessness and food security programs. CFH presented documentation that the federal funding and 
housing programs we advocate pay for themselves over time.

Specific federal programs CFH advocated for included housing voucher programs, particularly those 
targeted to households most in need, public housing, supportive housing, and full funding of the 
National Housing Trust Fund. CFH also argued that “housing is healthcare” documenting that programs 
providing rental assistance or otherwise providing stable housing, and especially including other 
supportive services, provide dramatically better health care outcomes and actually save public resources 
on emergency room utilization and other public health care costs, the costs of interaction with the public 
safety and corrections systems, and the costs of interactions with public mental health programs, that 
more than compensate for the funding.

CFH Executive Director Bobby Watts sent copies of the CFH comments to every member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives and U.S. Senate in the New York delegation, writing that the comments 
supported the underpinnings of the CFH advocacy program: “Modern day homelessness was created 
by poor policy choices; better policies can end homelessness as we know it. We’re confident we can effectively fight, prevent and end 
homelessness in a reasonable time period. We can end homelessness for not more, over time, than 
we’re spending now.”

CFH Submits Official Public Comments to Congress: 
We Can End Homelessness with Better Public Policy

On October 14th, Care for the Homeless Client Advocate Anthony Williams testified before the 
New York City Council General Welfare Committee in support of two bills which, if passed, will 
bring great changes to NYC services to people living with HIV/AIDS. The bills will give HIV/AIDS 
Services Administration (HASA) clients a greater voice in the agency and allow all HIV/AIDS+ New 
Yorkers access to services if they meet the income requirement, removing the necessity that they 
also have a T-cell count under 200.

“As a homeless HASA client, I understand first-hand how important it is that all low-income New 
Yorkers living with HIV/AIDS be eligible for their services, regardless of T-cell count.” Anthony told 
the committee, including bill sponsors Health Committee Chairman Corey Johnson and General 
Welfare Committee Chair Stephen Levin. “It is an invitation to allow your health to decline when 
you must have a low T-cell count to qualify for their life-saving services.”

Care for the Homeless and our client advocates support and applaud Council members Levin 
and Johnson in their efforts to improve services to HIV+ New Yorkers. 

Client Advocate Testifies to City Council 
on HIV/AIDS Services

Client Advocate Anthony Williams testified last 
month in support HASA services changes

Care for the Homeless Joins Public 
Comments on HUD Operations



2For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    
30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor         New York, NY 10016          (212)-366-4459

The Busy Advocate’s November Calender
Thurs., Nov. 12, 1:30 p.m., NY City Council Com. On Veterans & General Welfare Com public hearing on efforts to 
End Veteran’s Homelessness in NYC, 14th floor hearing room, 250 Broadway, NY, NY

Mon., Nov. 16, 10:30 a.m., NY City Council Com. On Housing and Buildings & Gen. Welfare Com. Hearing on res. 504 
- Calling on Gov and Mayor to approve NY/NY4 supportive housing agreement, City Council Chambers of NYC Hall, 
CFH Policy Director, Jeff Foreman, to testify.

Tues., Nov. 17th, 12:30-2 p.m., CFH HAC Client Leaders’ Board meeting, CFH Conf. Room, 30 E. 33rd St, 5th Fl., NY, NY 

Wed., Nov. 18th,12:30-2 p.m., CFH CAB Client Leaders’ Board meeting, CFH Conf. Room, 30 E. 33rd St., 5th Fl., NY, NY

Thurs., Nov. 19, 5 p.m., CFH/NLCHP Legal Clinic for people experiencing homelessness, Briarwood Family 
Shelter, 80-20 134th Street, Jamaica, NY. 

Thurs., Nov. 27th, Happy Thanksgiving!

Tuesday, December 1st, 5 p.m., Care for the Homeless World AIDS Day Commemoration, CFH Conf. Room, 30 E. 33rd 
St, 5th Fl., NY, NY

Monday, December 7th, 5 p.m. Policy Briefing on Synthetic marijuana, opioids and their impacts on Homeless New York-
ers, 30 East 33rd Street, 5th Floor, NY, N.Y.

Join Us in Campaign for 35,000 
Affordable Housing Units

Edline Jacquet, Senior Policy Analyst for the Supportive Housing 
Network of New York (SHNNY) told 30 participants at CFH’s regular “First 
Monday Policy Briefing” this week that prospects are bright for a new 
agreement to bring as many as 35,000 new supportive housing units to 
New York over the next ten years. SHNNY, CFH, and many other advocacy 
groups have been leaders in the campaign for a new supportive housing 
agreement that would be a massive step toward solving the modern day 
homelessness crisis in New York.

On June 23, advocates from dozens of groups, including CFH, were 
among about 600 people who rallied for what is being called “New York/
New York 4”,  the successor to 3 previous supportive housing plans that 
created tens of thousands of supportive housing units in New York state, 
almost all of them targeted to households struggling with homelessness.

Ms. Jacquet, who worked as a state legislative aide before joining 
SHNNY, predicted a program would very likely be adopted. She noted 
numerous state legislators and other officials attended the June 23rd 
rally and pledged their support.

CFH and all the other groups involved have established the “Campaign4 
NY/NY Housing” to rally support and collect petition signatures for 
submission to Mayor de Blasio and Governor Cuomo in support of the 
housing initiative. The Governor has already endorsed at least 5,000 new 
units of supportive housing in the state, and the Mayor has called for at 
least 12,000 units in New York City - but to scale the effort to the need for 
housing for people experiencing homelessness truly requires a 35,000 
unit program.

Edline Jacquet 
presenting on 

the campaign for 
35,000 supportive 
housing units in 
New York at CFH 

First Monday 
Policy Briefing in 

November

Join Us For Policy Briefing, 
Mon., Dec. 7th, at 5 p.m.

Join Care for the Homeless for our First Monday Policy Briefing 
series, a monthly presentation and discussion on issues of 
poverty, homelessness, housing and health in New York City. 
Light refreshments provided and open and free to the public.


