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I was pleased to keynote the 2013 National Health Care for the Homeless Council conference in 
Washington, D.C., in March. I told over 800 clinicians, health administrators and consumers that the 
modern homelessness crisis in America was created by bad public and social policy, and it can be solved 
by better policies. Homelessness is evil.  We simply have to stop accepting the unacceptable, and 
tolerating the intolerable. We must end mass homelessness. 
 
In addition to my speech and workshop presentations, Care for the Homeless Assistant Executive 
Director Debbian Fletcher-Blake presented a workshop, and won a seat on the National Health Care for 
the Homeless Council’s Board of Directors. Debbian is also President-Elect of the Council’s Clinician’s 
Network Steering Committee. She is a Nurse Practitioner and oversees the CFH health care operations  
 
We were especially pleased to have 3 of our consumers attend the conference, two who serve on our 
CFH Consumer Advisory Board and one of our HIV/AIDS Advisory Council members. One CFH consumer 
leader, Philip J. Malebranche, was a speaker at a Council rally at Union Square Station in Washington, 
and was also elected to the National Council’s Consumer Advisory Board for a two year term.   
 
During the conference, consumers and CFH staff visited with members of Congress from New York, or 
their staff, to talk about health care issues for homeless people, the need for affordable housing for 
those in deep poverty and the impact of spending cuts on safety net programs. They visited the offices 
of Representatives Valazquez, Jeffries, Serrano, Owens, Rangel and Owens.   
 
 
The argument about “if” New York City needs a rental subsidy for people experiencing homelessness 

seems to be over. Care for the Homeless has been arguing for a re-invented rental subsidy to replace 

the eliminated city Advantage program because you can’t end homelessness without it. Apparently 

nobody disagrees anymore. A report issued in March shows that by last November, 2,818 families 

formerly in private housing under the Advantage program were back in city shelters in 2012, and 

predicted it would be 3,000 families by year’s end. 

As the shelter census hit new records with over 50,000 people in city-funded homeless shelters, 
advocates and the city administration agreed that elimination of Advantage was a primary reason. City 
Council members used budget hearings to ask why a replacement program or a permanent housing 
program for homeless people hasn’t been proposed in the next budget. They didn’t get a real response, 
but all seem to agree it’s necessary. 
 
It’s a moment for New Yorkers to understand that preventing and ending homelessness isn’t just the 
right thing to do, isn’t just the way to more effective outcomes for people in need; it’s also the cost 
saving thing to do. Cutting housing or health care for homeless people actually leads to higher costs.     
 
 
Join Care for the Homeless, and 80 other organizations, in la non-partisan effort to put issues of 
homelessness, poverty and permanent affordable housing for those most in need, front and center in 
the 2013 city election campaigns, by joining us at the “launch” of United to End Homelessness (“UEH”) 

http://www.careforthehomeless.org/


on the steps of New York City Hall at 11 a.m. on April 9th. You can read the UEH platform and the list of 
organizations that have joined Care for the Homeless in this coalition, here. 
 
Our Issues: After an inclusionary process that included Care for the Homeless clients, staff and Board 
members in “agenda setting meetings” held in several city boroughs, Care for the Homeless has adopted 
a written policy agenda, emphasizing our commitment to: 

 Appropriate Health Care and Supportive Services for homeless people 

 Housing First: finding permanent housing for people experiencing homeless as step one  

 Expanded Supportive Housing in New York City 

 Increased Availability of Affordable Housing for very low income people 

 A Rent Subsidy Program to Transition People from Homelessness to Permanent Housing 

 Protecting Homeless Peoples’ Rights and Dignity 
 
 
Thanks for caring and for joining our fight to ameliorate, prevent and end homelessness. 
    
 
Bobby Watts, Executive Director 
Care for the Homeless 


