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Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.

Since Congress adopted the Budget Control Act of 2011 so called non-defense discretionary programs (NDD), including almost all the 
most important federal programs providing health care to people experiencing homelessness, assistance in finding and paying for housing 
for people who are homeless or unstably housed and programs that help feed people who are hungry have been under constant threat of 
draconian across-the-board cuts that would average decreases of 10% to 8.5% annually in already thinly stretched program budgets. Two 
years ago Congress passed and the President signed the “Murray-Ryan” compromise pushing automatic sequestration off for two years - 
but that compromise has expired and the looming threat of dramatic sequestration cuts is both real and eminent as the October 1st federal 
budget deadline approaches.

In the several years that sequestration cuts did occur NDD programs were severely slashed. Current NDD funding is at record low levels, 
back to the funding levels of the Eisenhower administration when adjusted for the relative size of the economy. The impacts in our 
community are stark and real. For example, decreases to Section 8 vouchers and other housing programs have required major cutbacks in 
New York’s plans to provide more rental vouchers to extremely low income families and individuals in New York City. Further cuts will cause 
incredible suffering, perhaps including raising tenant rents in these programs beyond the 30% cap on gross income established by HUD.

Most policy analysts agree across-the-board cuts make no policy sense. Cuts to the most important programs that provide access to 
healthcare, food for hungry children and housing to people suffering homelessness are just wrong, but they also don’t really save public 
resources. In fact, providing adequate health services and subsidized housing doesn’t just improve outcomes, it actually saves public dollars!      

CFH has joined hundreds of leading advocacy organizations in a “Turn Up the Heat” campaign urging Congress to stop any further 
automatic sequestration cuts to these critical programs for our neediest neighbors. These necessary programs have already suffered too 
much. After decades of falling real incomes that have seen rising poverty rates, especially for children, and in a City suffering from high rates 
of homelessness, food insecurity and with unprecedented numbers of tenants paying over half of their gross incomes for housing and at 
risk of homelessness, we clearly need more, not less, commitment to aiding families and individuals in need.

Today is the best day to contact your Representative and Senators in Washington to ask that they oppose any further sequestration cuts, 
or any cutbacks, to important programs to provide health care, food security and housing to our neediest neighbors. September 15th and 
16th, when Congress will be back in Washington, are the “National Call-In Days” for our advocacy effort. You can reach your Representative 
and Senator through these toll-free switchboard numbers: 1-866-220-0044 or 1-800-833-6354. But don’t delay.

CFH Fights Sequestration with “Turn Up The Heat” Advocacy

Almost one year after CFH client leader Anthony Williams testified to 
Mayor De Blasio on the importance of the IDNYC program to New Yorkers 
experiencing homelessness and six month since the implementation 
of the program, Care for the Homeless participated in a city event to 
celebrate the success of the ID program so far. The celebration took place 
at the American Museum of Natural History, one of the dozens of cultural 
institutions whose membership comes free for the first year a person 
holds their IDNYC identification card.

“Six months into the program we are proud to announce that 400,000 
New Yorkers have their official IDNYC cards.” The mayor announced at the 
event. The importance of the card, well noted by Care for the Homeless 
in multiple testimonies last year, was reiterated as the positive results of 
the largest U.S. municipal ID program begin to be felt. “The identification 
helps to identify all of our people who have felt left out and disrespected, 
giving them a chance to do things like enter hospitals, governmental 
institutions and school, even to interact properly with law enforcement.” 
Said the mayor.

 At Care for the Homeless we know what a barrier to care and services our city’s most vulnerable face, particularly people experiencing 
homelessness. We continue to celebrate the success of the IDNYC program as a major accomplishment in increasing access to services 
amongst all New Yorkers - whether that means having a form of identification after losing important documents to homelessness or 
accessing a cultural institution as a member for the first time. The IDNYC card is for everyone.

IDNYC - Don’t Leave Home Without It 

CFH participated in the IDNYC celebration at the AMNH last month
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The Busy Advocate’s August Calender
Thursday, August 6th, August Policy Matters is published

Wednesday, August 12 is National Health Care for the Homeless Day, an official part of National Health Center 
Week. It recognizes the special work clinicians and providers do in delivering health care to our vulnerable 
patients. Observed across the country, including here by the NYC Providers of Health Care for the Homeless, a group 
of 12 specialized providers of health care to people experiencing homelessness including Care for the 
Homeless. 

Monday, July 20th to Friday, October 2nd, Care for the Homeless Voter Registration Drive, tabling events in 
August:
 • Monday, August 17th, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Part of the Solution, 2759 Webster Ave, Bronx, N.Y.
 • Thursday, August 20th, 8 a.m. -10 a.m., St. John’s Bread & Life, 795 Lexington Ave., BK, N.Y.
 • Tuesday, August 25th, Jamaica Citadel, 90-23 161st Street, Jamaica, N.Y.
 • Thursday, August 27th, 10:00 a.m.-12 p.m., All Angel’s, 251 West 80th Street, New York, N.Y.

Tuesday, August 25th, CFH HAC Client Leaders’ Board meeting, 12:30-2 p.m., CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 33rd 
St, 5th Fl., NY, NY

Wednesday, August 26th, CFH CAB Client Leaders’ Board meeting, 12:30-2 p.m., CFH Conference Room, 30 E. 
33rd St., 5th Fl., NY, NY  

Tuesday, September 15th and Wednesday, September 16th, Congress back in Washington, “National Call-In 
Days” for adequate funding for programs for housing, health care and food security. Call your Representative 
toll-free at Capital Switchboard numbers, 1-866-220-0044 or 1-800-833-6354.

CFH Voter Registration Drive 
Off to Great Start

Care for the Homeless began our annual Client-Leader led 
voter registration drive in July and we’re off to a great start! 
With over 20 voter registration tabling events planned from July 
20th through the drive’s end on October 2nd, Client Leaders are 
visiting CFH sites to encourage voter registration during two 
hour tabling events.

 “If you don’t like your government’s policies it’s your 
responsibility to vote and help make a change.” says long-time 
voter registration drive participant and Client Advisory Board 
member Garrett McMahan. “Registering to vote is the first step.” 
You can find more information about Care for the Homeless 
voter registration efforts in our August events calendar  below.

Alan Cox showing off his completed voter registration at CFH voter 
registration tabling event last month

Childhood poverty is increasing in both the United States and 
New York, according to a new study released last week by the 
Annie E. Casey Foundation. The study shows child poverty - that is, 
children under 18 living in a household below the federal poverty 
threshold, increased from 17 million in 2008 to 18.7 million in 2013, 
and increased in each of the six years in the study. According to U.S. 
Census figures the same happened in New York, with about 950,000 
(23% of the state’s children) children living in poverty in 2013, with 
523,000 (30% of all city children) of them living in New York City.

Child Poverty Getting Worse 

Homelessness and poverty are growing among children under 18


