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POLICY MATTERS
Care for the Homeless

The Care for the Homeless client Speakers’ Bureau gave a presentation to an outstanding group of 3rd and 4th graders 
at the Arts and Letters school in Fort Greene, Brooklyn last 
October. CFH Certified Advocate Calvin Alston and CAB 
member Loretta Thomas talked with the kids about their 
personal stories of homelessness. Talking with the students 
was an eye-opening experience for both client leaders. “I 
thought since I have a daughter their age I wouldn’t be 
surprised by any of their questions, but those kids really did 
their homework!” Calvin said.

 
How right Calvin was! After hearing from the Care for the 

Homeless client leaders the inspired students put together 
this public service announcement about homelessness in 
NYC. Check out the video by clicking the link below. Their 
informative PSA highlights what Care for the Homeless 
advocates every day-homelessness is evil and must come 
to an end.

 

These Kids are Taking a Stand Against Homelessness

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    
30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor         New York, NY 10016          (212)-366-4459
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Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.

A big, heartfelt CFH thank you to these great advocates.

Fighting to Save Programs for Americans in Need
Federal Budget Threatens Services for Low-Income 

and Homeless People

Last week Care for the Homeless, and 2,100 other advocacy 
and provider organizations across the U.S., launched a 
campaign to fight “sequestration”, the automatic federal 
funding cuts threatening most human service programs in 
the coming federal budget. These cuts, set at 8.2% for most 
domestic discretionary spending, include cuts to health 
programs, housing assistance, child welfare programs, job 
training and on and on.

Operating as NDD United (NDD stands for nondefense 
discretionary) this national effort contacted every U.S. Senator 
and House of Representatives member emphasizing the 
critical importance of human service programs that serve our 
neediest neighbors, the harmful effects of budget cuts and 
the need for a strong domestic program as well as defense 
spending.

The cuts an 8.2% reduction requires would be draconian. 
It would mean fewer people getting adequate medical 
care, less mental health care and addiction services 
availability, more people homeless and even less funding for 

affordable housing and public housing. Over the long run 
these cutbacks aren’t just morally wrong, they will actually cost 
more public resources than they can save.

But if nothing is done to correct it, these across the board 
cuts to key domestic programs are in the 2016 federal budget. 
NDD United noted that deficit reduction measures adopted 
since 2010 have come overwhelmingly from budget cuts, with 
the ratio of spending cuts to revenue increases beyond those 
recommended by bipartisan groups, academics and experts.                                                                                                                                         
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CFH and Nondefense Discretionary United defend human 
services programs this budget season
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The Busy Advocate’s March Calender
Mon., March 2nd, First Monday Briefing 
on Health Care Reform and DSRIP in 
New York, presentation by CFH CFO Bill 
Herl, Q-and-A and discussion, 5 p.m., CFH 
Conf. Room, 30 E. 33rd St., 5th Fl., NY, NY

Tues., March 17th, City Council General 
Welfare Committee public Budget Over-
sight Hearing on the Department of 
Homeless Services, 2:30 p.m., City Coun-
cil Chambers NYC Hall

Tues., March 17th, CFH Policy 
Committee Meeting, 30 E. 33rd St, 
5 p.m., 5th Fl, NY, NY

Tues., March 24th, CFH HAC Client Lead-
ers’ Board meeting, 12:30-2 p.m., CFH 
Conf. Room, 30 E. 33rd St., 5th Fl., 

Wed., March 25th, CFH CAB Client Lead-
ers’ Board meeting, 12:30-2 p.m., CFH 
Conf. Room, 30 E. 33rd St, 5th Fl., NY, NY

Thurs.-Fri., March 26-27, National Health Care for the Homeless Council’s NY Regional Training Conference

Tues., March 31, End of NY Fiscal Year, Deadline to pass new state budget

Mon., April 6th, First Monday Policy Briefing, 5 p.m., CFH Conf. Room, 30 E. 33rd St., 5th fl., NY, NY

Cont’d. The group said “there is bipartisan agreement that sequestration is bad policy and ultimately hurts our nation.” That 
was at the heart of the 2013 bipartisan agreement led by Republican Representative Paul Ryan and Democratic Senator 
Patty Murray that at least temporarily provided sequestration relief. But that compromise is no longer in effect for the 
coming budget.     

If you are concerned about cuts to health care, programs for kids, housing for homeless people and other discretionary 
domestic programs, now is the time to speak up. These budget decisions are currently being discussed in Congress. You can 
reach your member of the House or Senate (or find out who they are) toll free through the Congressional Switchboard at 
1-877-210-5351.

Phase One Complete in Agenda Setting Process 
CFH Amends Agenda To End Homelessness With Input from Clients, Board and 

Staff

Every couple of years the CFH Board Policy Committee sets out to review our policy 
agenda through an inclusionary process reaching out to CFH clients, staff and Board for 
input. Last month our policy department held three open meetings asking consumers, 
CFH staff and CFH Board members for suggestions about our ongoing policy agenda.

More than 70 people participated in the meetings and open discussions, with the final 
meeting held at CFH’s Susan’s Place shelter hosting over 35 stakeholders. Each meeting 
reviewed our current Agenda to End Homelessness and included recommendations 
and discussions about what should be added, modified or emphasized.

The next agenda setting step will be staff review, development of a report including 
all suggestions and comments, and a Policy Committee workshop to consider changes. 
If the Committee recommends a new agenda or revisions to or current agenda, a final 
draft will be submitted to the CFH Board for approval.

Anyone wanting to participate may still submit ideas or comments to CFH Policy Director Jeff Foreman at jforeman@cfhnyc.org.  

Clients and Staff participating in Agenda-Setting 
Meetings at Susan’s Place and the CFH Main 

Office


