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POLICY MATTERS
Care for the Homeless

Join Care for the Homeless in Supporting a Homeless 
Protection Act for New York

In 2014, a homeless man, Miguel Durcio, 41, was beaten and stomped as he 
slept on the steps of St. Nicholas Tolentine Church in the University Heights 
section of the Bronx. He died in the hospital as a result of the attack without 
ever regaining consciousness. His death was memorialized by Care for the 
Homeless leaders in December at CFH’s annual Homeless Persons’ Memorial 
Day observance.

Ironically, the priest at St. Nicholas said Mr. Durcio slept on the church 
steps because he felt safe there. But he shouldn’t have – attacks on homeless 
people are becoming more common and more brutal according to CFH 
client leaders, as poor and especially homeless people are more and more 
stigmatized in what Certified CFH Advocate Raymond West calls “a blame the 
victim mentality.”

The National Coalition for the Homeless issues an annual report on attacks 
aimed at people experiencing homelessness that documents the increase in 
attacks on people “targeted because they are homeless.” Accurate numbers 
for the increase in attacks don’t really exist because the attacks are often not 
reported and when they are reported they are sometimes not recorded. The fact of the victim’s homelessness or that homelessness 
is a precipitating cause of the brutality, is rarely recorded, but the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development has 
documented that 375 homeless Americans have been killed by unprovoked attacks over the past 15 years. The Coalition’s annual 
report says there have been at least 1,437 attacks nationally and 357 deaths from 2009 to 2013.

The attack on Mr. Durcio might not have gotten much attention either, except that his beating was caught on grainy video from a 
nearby security camera exposing the callousness of the attack and recording its senseless brutality.    

The increasing attacks, the annual report says, usually perpetrated 
by male teens or very young men, helped launch a national 
movement to include attacks on people targeted because they are 
or are perceived to be homeless under hate crime laws. “If we had 
that protection it might prevent an attack,” West said, “perhaps more 
importantly, if people understood the number of these attacks it 
might shock them into addressing the terrible stigmatization against 
the poorest and neediest of our neighbors”  

In January, Cincinnati became the third U.S. city to add hate 
crime protection for attacks on homeless people because they are 
homeless.

Care for the Homeless is advocating for the New York Homeless 
Protection Act legislation to include these horrendous attacks 
under our hate crimes law.  The legislation has been introduced in 
the State Assembly by Manhattan Assemblywoman Rosenthal (bill 
A.1353) and in the State Senate by Senator Breslin (S.813), with co-       

fdfdfsponsorship by New York City Senators Avella, Hassell-Thompson, 
ffdfdKlein, Krueger, Parker, Perkins and Stavisky. 

Cincinnati Adds Hate Crime Protection for 
Homeless People

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    
30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor         New York, NY 10016          (212)-366-4459
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Homeless advocates widely believe that a large percent of 
homeless attacks go unrecorded

Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.

Source: National Coalition for the Homeless
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Care for the Homeless Holds Second Speakers’ Bureau Class
CFH Clients Become ‘Certified Advocates’ Ready to Share Their Stories and Advocate throughout NYC

Care for the Homeless began its Speakers’ Bureau in September 2013 as a program to help homeless and formerly homeless New Yorkers tell 
their stories and advocate for changes in homeless policy in New York City. From presentations at universities such as Pratt, John Jay and Mt. 
Saint Vincent, to elementary school classrooms, to advocacy events and city council hearings, our first class of ‘Certified Advocates’ have shared 
their stories to a wide-variety of New Yorkers, helping Care for the Homeless spread the message that we can end homelessness as we know it.

Last month a new class of  Speakers’ Bureau applicants, each a CFH client who has 
experienced homelessness in New York City, learned to improve their public speaking and 
expanded their knowledge about housing and homeless policy and advocacy techniques 
during the second CFH Speaker’s Bureau Training Course. The CFH Speakers’ Bureau 
program is full of dedicated New Yorkers who want to take a part in public education and 
greater action in solving the homeless crisis.

The class was taught by Jeff Foreman, CFH Policy Director and Aaron Brown, a professional 
public speaking instructor who generously volunteered his time and talents to help train 
the next round of CFH ‘Certified Advocates.’ The advocates completed an intensive 12 hour 
training program.

“I’m taking what I learned here 
back to my community because 
housing is a human right and I 
want to let people know that we 

can and must end homelessness.” said CFH Client George Phipps. The new applicants 
will practice their new advocacy skills in an upcoming ‘Certified Advocate’ graduation.

Care for the Homeless’ new ‘Certified Advocates’ successfully completing the course 
include:

                                     George Phipps
                                     Monica Sayers
                                     Brenda Turner 
                                     Raymond West

Presentations featuring the Certified Advocates are available to interested groups by 
contacting Dominiq Williams in the Policy Office at 212-366-4459, ext. 239 or via email at 
policy@cfhnyc.org.

CFH Certified Advocates At John Jay Panel in November 2014

CFH Volunteer Aaron Brown instructing 
new CFH ‘Certified Advocates’

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    
30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor         New York, NY 10016          (212)-366-4459

Care for the Homeless Testifies to Stronger City Subsidy
Because We Need a More Robust Program to Move People from Shelters to Stable Housing!

While celebrating the city’s new LINCS rental subsidy programs to move people from 
homelessness to stable housing as a great and needed tool New York City has lacked 
for too long, and one that is working for the over 1,000 households already benefitting 
from it, Care for the Homeless Policy Director Jeff Foreman testified to City Council’s 
General Welfare Committee on January 21st urging the rental subsidies be scaled to 
the size of the crisis, be authorized for longer terms and develop greater flexibility in 
meeting the needs of families and individuals in the city’s homeless shelter system.

Care for the Homeless also testified in supporting proposed state legislation to 
create a Hospitality Gift Fund for Homeless people funded primarily by voluntary 
contributions from guests at city hotels. Under legislation proposed by Manhattan 
State Assemblyman Keith Wright the fund would be used to support nonprofit 
organizations in assisting people experiencing homelessness in New York City. 

CFH Policy Director, Jeff Foreman (right) testifying at last 
month’s General Welfare Committee Hearing
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It’s hard to maintain a sense of urgency about funding issues in 
Washington because we so often seem to be on the verge of a “fiscal 
cliff”. We’re always hearing about a continuing resolution about to 
expire and with it the appropriation to fund vital federal programs, 
a debt limit that threatens to shut down operations or sequestration 
that cuts vital programs across the board.

The Health Center Funding Cliff is very real and very urgent. Our 
vital health center system, including funding for our 33 Care for the 
Homeless Health Clinics exclusively serving people experiencing 
homelessness in New York City, will be in jeopardy unless Congress 
bridges that Health Center Funding Cliff before the end of the federal 
fiscal year in September.

The Health Center fiscal crisis is different because it doesn’t just 
involve with appropriating funding, it also requires Congress to 
reauthorize the Health Center Fund that will expire if Congress doesn’t 
do something about it, taking with it the vast majority of health center 
funding for many clinics.  That means health centers face not just the 
need to have ongoing funding appropriated and the need to avoid 
sequestration cuts to our vital health care services, but an actual life-
or-death issue about whether the Health Center Fund will exist at all.    

Care for the Homeless has been a regional leader in advocating for 
appropriate health center funding. We’ve signed on to coalition letters 
and sent our own correspondence to House and Senate leaders, 
relevant Congressional Committee Chairs and every member of the 
New York State Congressional delegation. CFH client leaders and 
staff have been in phone contact or personal meetings with every 
member representing New York City. We need your help.

It would be a tragedy of historic proportion if homeless people, 
and all people who use community health clinics, lost access to those 
services. Federally funded health centers currently serve more than 
22 million vulnerable patients in underserved communities across                                                                    

fgfgggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggghhhUnited 
the United States. Our own Care for the Homeless clinics will serve 
up to 12,000 individual homeless patients in 2015. Studies document 
that health centers save the U.S. health care system $24 billion 
annually, mostly through reductions in unnecessary emergency 
room visits and hospitalizations.

Without these health centers our national and city primary health 
systems would cease to effectively serve our needs. That will happen 
if the Health Center Funding Cliff arrives without appropriate 
Congressional action.

Will you join our campaign by calling your Member of Congress and 
U.S. Senators in Washington and asking them to support community 
health centers like ours and reauthorize the federal Health Center 
Fund now?  You can call your Representative or Senator, or find out 
who that is, toll free through the Congressional Switchboard at 1-202-
224-3121. 

Still on the Health Center Fiscal Cliff!

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    
30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor         New York, NY 10016          (212)-366-4459

The Busy Advocate’s February Calender
Thursday, Feb. 5th, CFH Policy Matters is published. 

Wednesday, Feb. 11th, CFH Policy Agenda Setting Meeting, 2:30 p.m., Susan’s Place, 1911 Jerome Avenue, 
Bronx

Thursday, Feb. 12th, NYC Council Celebrates Black History Month, 6:00 p.m., Council Chambers, City Hall, 
email blackhistorymonth@council.nyc.gov to RSVP

Tuesday, Feb. 24th, Monthly HAC Consumer Board Meeting, 12:30-2 p.m., 30 E. 33rd Street, 5th floor

Wednesday, Feb. 25th, Monthly CAB Consumer Board Meeting, 12:30-2 p.m., 30 E. 33rd Street, 5th fl.

Monday, March 2nd, CFH First Monday Policy Briefing, 5 p.m., Conf. Room, 30 E. 33rd Street, 5th fl. Open 
to all, join Care for the Homeless in our discuss of the NY State Delivery System Reform Incentive Payment 
Program (DRSRIP) and Its Impacts on Homeless People.


