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POLICY MATTERS
Care for the Homeless

“I couldn’t believe it, when I first heard” CFH Client Leader 
Raymond West said of the death of Miguel Durcio, the Bronx 
man who was attacked while sleeping on the steps of a church 
simply because he was homeless. “He was only sleeping on 
the church steps because he thought he would be safe there.” 
Mr. Durio is gone but not forgotten - Care for the Homeless 
will honor his memory and all the people who died without 
stable housing in New York City this year, on December 18th, 
at 5:30 p.m., on Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day. 

This national day of rememberance and advocacy will be 
held jointly with the NYC Rescue Mission at their 90 Lafayette 
Street location.  Our HMPD program will feature a candle light 
memorial, a meal for those who are hungry, and a chance 
for attendees to remember friends on our Wall of Memorial. 
There will also be a live band and other entertainment. 

People experiencing homelessness have terrible health 
outcomes compared to the housed population, with an age adjusted life expectancy of 30 to 40 years less 
than the general population. At Care for the Homeless we know people who are homeless not only suffer 
from a disproportionate number of violent attacks, but that all health problems are made much worse when 
a person doesn’t have a stable home. 

“Homelessness is a public health crisis just as much as tuberculosis, polio, and so many other historic 
epidemics that America has challenged and largely defeated,” according to CFH Executive Director Bobby 

Watts. “Just as appropriate responses tamed those 
maladies, we could, if we addressed homelessness and 
brought adequate responses to bear against it, solve this 
tragic health epidemic and social failure, too.” 

On Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day, we remember 
New Yorkers who might otherwise not be remembered 
and advocate for better policies to help prevent and 
end homelessness. We know we can end modern day 
homelessness and look forward to the day when there 
won’t be a need for Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day. 
Please join us on December 18th. If you would like to offer 
names to be remembered during the program or rsvp to 
the event, please contact CFH Policy Director, Jeff Foreman, 
at 212.366.4459 or by email at jforeman@cfhnyc.org. 

Where: 90 Lafayette Street (at White Street), Manhattan
When: Thursday, December 18th, 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.

Program is free and open to the public

Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day 2014
Join Us to Remember Lost New Yorkers

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    
30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor         New York, NY 10016          (212)-366-4459
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Attendees at Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day program 
2013, lit candles to remember those who passed away 
while experiencing unstable housing

Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.

2013 program participant, adding a loved one’s name 
to the Wall of Memorial
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Even as City Fights to Prevent and Reduce 
Homelessness!

For years now as the city’s census of people residing 
in homeless shelters rose from 25,000 to 35,000, and 
then 40,000 to 50,000, we’ve said New York City had its 
largest homelessness crisis since the Great Depression 
of the 1930s. But as the city’s homeless shelter census 
has topped 55,000 and now gone over 58,000, its clear 
our modern day homeless population is the highest 
in our history. On Thanksgiving 58,562 people slept in 
city homeless shelters included in the Department of 
Homeless Services census, including 25,249 children 
under 18. 

That figure doesn’t include all homeless New Yorkers, 
just those in the DHS daily census. The city’s own figures 
indicate there are more than 3,000 New Yorkers sleeping 
rough on the streets and some in shelters, including 
domestic violence shelters and some faith based 
shelters, aren’t included in the census. Taking that into 
account there are probably 65,000 people experiencing 
homelessness in shelters or on the streets in our city as 
we approach the December holidays. 

CFH celebrates the city’s recent more robust efforts to 
prevent homelessness, prioritize some newly available 
NYCHA public housing for those currently in shelter 
and the creation of three rental subsidies to transition 
some homeless families from shelter to housing. But the 
numbers clearly show much more needs to be done. 

CFH’s advocacy to prevent, fight and end homelessness 
as we know it is based on our belief that public policy 
choices created modern day homelessness and better 
choices can end it. We know what to do to effectively 
fight homelessness. And the truth is doing what has 
proven to be effective won’t cost more than what we’re 
spending now, but promises better outcomes and it’s 
the right thing to do.

Until we can effectively prevent and fight homelessness, 
in addition to our policy program to advocate for better 
policies, CFH works every day through our programs 
in four of NYC’s five boroughs delivering critical health 
care to men, women and children experiencing 
homelessness.  

Highest Homeless Shelter Census Ever in New York 

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    
30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor         New York, NY 10016          (212)-366-4459

The Busy Advocate’s Calender: Upcoming Policy Events

Wednesday, December 10, is UN’s International Human Rights Day, 66th anniversary of adopting UN 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, including the right to food, clothing, housing, medical care and 
necessary social services for all. CFH joins the UN and other groups recognizing Human Rights Day. 

Thursday, December 11, current U.S. budget “Continuing Resolution” funding government operations 
expires; if health center funding isn’t reauthorized and appropriated there will be no funding authority – 
this is the health center “fiscal cliff” – call your member of Congress to ask for action now. 

Tuesday, December 16, 10 a.m., NY General Assembly public hearing on Single Payer Health Cover-
age, NYU Grand Hall, 5th floor, Global Center for Academic and Spiritual Health, 238 Thompson Street 

Thursday, December 18, 5:30 p.m., Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day program at NYC Rescue Mis-
sion, 90 Lafayette Street, remembering those New Yorkers who died without housing in 2014; everyone is 
invited to a program including music & entertainment, food and hosted by Miss America 2015! 

Monday, January 5, 5 p.m., First Monday Policy Briefing, CFH Conf. Room, 5th floor, 30 E. 33rd Street, a 
CFH presentation and discussion on NYC’s new rental subsidies for people experiencing homelessness. 
 


