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POLICY MATTERS
Care for the Homeless

On July 29th NYU’s well-respected Furman 
Center for Real Estate and Urban Studies 
released its annual “State of NYC’s Housing and 
Neighborhood” report covering 2012. With 
great statistics and methodology the important 
study, unfortunately, documented the same old 
story about the critical lack of New York City 
affordable housing and how it’s getting worse. 
They reported:

NYC housing is less affordable than ever; •	
over last 5 years median rents rose 8.6%
During same period median household •	
income in NYC dropped 6.8%
1/3 of NYC tenants are “severely rent •	
burdened” paying over 50% of income on 
housing 
Another 1/4 are “moderately rent burdened” •	
paying 30%-50% of income on housing  
NYC’s population is increasing much faster •	
than production of new housing units

The conclusions are obvious. We need much 
more affordable housing, especially for very low 
income New Yorkers. The problem is critical, and 
it’s getting worse. 

www.furmancenter.org/research/sonychan

The client leaders of Care for the Homeless serving on 
our Consumer Advisory Board and our HIV/AIDS Advisory 
Committee have launched a major two-part advocacy 
program. Starting in July, and running into September, about 
10 clients are participating in a Speaker Advocacy Training 
Course consisting of ten 2-hour classes. Half of the classes 
are training in public speaking, techniques for personal 
story-telling and questions-and answer training, as well as 
speaking practice sessions. Participants will participate in 
multiple video-taping, review and critique sessions. These 
classes are being led by CFH Leadership Council and Policy 
Committee member Shani Penn, as a volunteer.

The other half of the classes are policy discussion classes 
aimed at giving participating 
client leaders an overview of 
the history of homelessness, 
causes of homelessness, 
public and social policy issues 
related to homelessness 
and issues impacting 
homelessness and poverty in 
New York City. These classes 
are being led by CFH Policy 

Director Jeff Foreman. They will feature video materials 
including a portion of CFH Executive Director Bobby Watts’ 
keynote address to the National Health Care for the Homeless 
Council conference this year, outside speakers and several 
class discussions and client presentations.

As client leaders successfully complete the course, they will 
become “Certified Care for the Homeless Advocates” and will 
launch a CFH Speakers Bureau to make presentations on issues 
related to homelessness available upon request to classes, 
religious groups, service and neighborhood organizations or 
any other interested group. These presentations will include 
both clients – who as part of the presentation may use their 
personal stories and experiences – as well as CFH staff and 
Board members. All presentations can also include a question 
and answer period at the discretion of the sponsoring 
group.

Speakers Bureau Features 
Client Leaders

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor    New York, NY 10016     (212)-366-4459

Become an advocate today! Join us on Facebook 
and on Twitter for up-to-the-minute info.
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New NYU Study, Same 
Story: We Need More 
Affordable Housing in NYC

RESERVE A 
PRESENTATION FOR 

YOUR ORgANIzATION 
TODAY BY EmAILINg 

policy@cfhnyc.org
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Twenty-six years ago, in July, 
1987, the first federal legislation 
that specifically addressed 
homelessness in America 
became law. They called it the 
mcKinney Homeless Assistance 
Act. It’s changed over the years 
– it’s now called mcKinney-
Vento – but many advocates 
still consider it the only major 
piece of federal legislation on 
homelessness. 

Surely the urgent need for 
affordable housing is as great 

in 2013 as the urgent need to address homelessness in 1987. With 
15% of Americans in poverty, and 21% below poverty in New York 
City, the ever widening gap between at best stagnant average 
wages for working class Americans and housing costs escalating at 
annual rates of 3-15% annually calls for “urgent relief.” It’s estimated 
that sequestration cuts alone will create another 150,000 homeless 
people if nothing is done.

Housing the homeless, feeding the hungry, providing healthcare to 
those in need and educating our kids aren’t partisan issues.

The CFH Clients’ Voter Registration Drive currently 
underway continues through August 12th, and everyone can 
participate. Our client leaders are targeting their drive to our 
clients, but everyone should register and vote in this year’s 
important city elections. You can obtain registration forms, 
and assistance with them, at most CFH sites. Clients are doing 
outreach registration efforts at CFH site locations every day 
between now and the 12th.

Anyone who turns in a completed voter registration form at 
any CFH site between now and August 12th will be counted 
in the drive, and will receive a follow up election day get-
out-the-vote reminder before the September 10th Primary 
Election. 

It’s a vital election because in 2013 voters will be charting 
a course for the future. We’ll be electing a new mayor, City 
Comptroller, Public Advocate and new at least Borough 
Presidents in 4 of the 5 boroughs. Every member of City Council 
is up for election and 20 of the 51 seats have no incumbent 
in the race. And, of course, after the general election in 
November the new Council will elect a new Speaker, who will 
name a large number of new Council Committee Chairs.

The primary election for Democratic and Republican 
nominations will be held on Tuesday, September 10; if any 
city-wide candidate fails to get at least 40% of the primary 
vote, a run-off election between the two top vote getters for 
that office will occur 3 weeks after the Primary.  The general 
Election between all party nominees and independent 
candidates will be held on November 5, 2013.

Anyone 18 years old by Election Day, a citizen and a New 
York City resident for 30 days by Election Day is eligible to 
register and vote. Not having a permanent address is not a 
bar to voting. A criminal record also doesn’t bar registering or 
voting as long as the person isn’t currently incarcerated or on 
parole for a felony (probation is not a bar to voting). 

Care for the Homeless is a non-partisan organization. We 
do not endorse any campaign, candidate or political party. 
We do endorse civic engagement, and urge everyone who is 
eligible to register and vote.

CFH Client Voter Registration Drive Continues

CFH 
honors one 
of our own

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor    New York, NY 10016     (212)-366-4459

“I am votIng 
for better 
health care 
for the 
homeless and 
elderly and 
dIsabled.”
         -jocelyn

Lynette Verges, CFH’s 
Director of Social Work, 
has been chosen as 
a 2013 S/Hero Award 
recipient by the NYC 
Providers of Health 
Care for the Homeless. 
Lynette was nominated 
by vote of Care for the 
Homeless staff. The award 
is presented annually to health care and service 
providers for people experiencing homelessness in 
New York City that exemplify commitment to clients 
and provision of high-quality and client centered 
services.  The work they do, which is the mission of 
CFH, is too often unrecognized. 

CFH thanks all the hardworking, committed and 
selfless care givers and service providers in New York 
City, who day-in and day-out pursue the difficult and 
too often unrecognized work that is the mission of 
Care for the Homeless.

Helping Homeless People 
Isn’t a Partisan Issue


