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POLICY MATTERS
Care for the Homeless

America has just 
celebrated her Fourth of July 
celebration of its Declaration 
of Independence from Great 
Britain, with the memorable 
words: “We hold these truths 
to be self-evident, that all men 

are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among 
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”  
After a bloody war to secure its independence, 
the former colonists organized a government, 
according to the Preamble to the Constitution, 
in order to “form a more perfect Union, establish 
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the 
common defense, promote the general Welfare, 
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves 
and our Posterity...” 

Like the original colonists, the vast majority of 
Americans are descendants of those who willfully 
came here in search of a better life, so much 
so that we proudly call ourselves “A Nation of 
Immigrants.”  Now, 237 years after the Declaration 
of Independence, powered by rich soil and good 
climate, the hard work of slaves and immigrants 
and their descendants, America is one of the 
richest societies and is the most powerful nation 
on earth.  

I think it is clear that to have a meaningful 
right to life, one needs to have access to basic 
health care.  No matter the different political 
viewpoints, I believe that we can agree that one 
way to promote the “general Welfare” is to help 
promote access to basic health care.  As the 
nation grapples with Immigration Reform, there 
are several opportunities for America to live up 
to its founding ideals and its history of owing so 
much to immigrants.  The Senate’s bill creates a 
Registered Provisional Immigrant status, for which 
those who are currently in the country without 
legal permission or documentation can apply.  If 

Candidates and many political observers are calling 2013 the most 
important election year in New York City in a generation. It’s no 
wonder. We’ll be electing a Mayor with no incumbent on the ballot 
for the first time in 12 years, and electing a new City Comptroller, 
Public Advocate and new Borough Presidents in at least four of the 
five boroughs. Every member of City Council is up for election and 
in at least 21 of the 51 council districts the incumbent is term limited 
or not seeking re-election. 

That means every citywide elected official, four of the five Borough 
Presidents and close to a majority of City Council members will be 
new to their office. What an opportunity to affect public policy in 
New York!

The New York Times recently editorialized about “the forgotten 
50,000” homeless New Yorkers who have to be addressed in this 
year’s campaign. “The next mayor will have to do better by them,” 
the Times wrote.

To be part of the decision you have to register and you have to 
vote.  New York City’s last Mayoral election in 2009 drew a dismal 
26% turnout of registered voters. Many more aren’t eligible voters 

because they haven’t 
registered – and most 
of them are low-
income and minority 
New Yorkers. If they 
registered and voted 
they’d be the balance 
of power in most city 
elections. 

Care for the 
Homeless client 
leaders on the 
CFH Consumer 
Advisory Board 
and HIV Advisory 
Committee have 
joined to sponsor a 
nonpartisan voter 
registration drive 
and get out the vote 
effort.  It runs from 

July 5th through August 12th, in time for all new registrants to be 
eligible to vote in the September 10th Primary Elections and the 
November 5th general election. If any leading citywide candidate 
in the Primary election fails to get 40% of their party vote, there will 

The most important vote 
in years.

From 
Bobby’s 
Desk

(Continued on page 2)

For more information please contact Jeff Foreman at: policy@cfhnyc.org or at www.careforthehomeless.org    30 E. 33rd Street   Fifth Floor    New York, NY 10016     (212)-366-4459

Become an advocate today! Join 
us on Facebook and on Twitter 
for up-to-the-minute info.
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New York City has adopted a fiscal 2013-14 city budget 
(June 27), which has generally been described as a status 
quo budget. The $70 billion budget passed on time and is 
balanced. The spend total is approximately the same as the 
current year budget as adopted. 

Of major interest to CFH, and our Agenda to End 
Homelessness, the budget:

•  Provides an added $58 million in funding to NYCHA, 
although this pales compared to the $205.5 million cut 
NYCHA and the city loses in federal housing funds due to 
sequestration. For example, the sequestration cuts, even 
with the new city funding, will result in a decrease of  5,000 
housing vouchers that would have been issued to very low 
income families this coming year.

•  Restores proposed funding cuts for unaccompanied 
youth (under 18) shelter beds. CFH and our clients advocated 
for this with our partners at Citizens Committee for Children 
of New York.

•  Unfortunately, as expected in a “status quo” budget, 
there are no major initiatives or added funding in services 
for people experiencing homelessness, homelessness 
prevention programs or added affordable housing for very 
low income people, supportive housing or a rental subsidy 
to move people from shelter to permanent housing, even 
though the number of homeless people has been steadily 
increasing.  

Other major cuts proposed 
in the Executive Budget plan 
in January that were restore 
included cuts to libraries, city 
pools, fire houses, literacy 
programs and after school 
programs.

Proposed budget cuts were 
reversed, in part, because of 
a court case allowing the 
city to proceed with the 
sale of 2,000 taxi medallions 
anticipated to raise $300 million in FY 2014 and about $1.4 
billion over a several year period. A previous court decision 
topping the medallion sales resulted in “PEGS” – budget 
gap filler reductions – during the last budget year. This is, of 
course, a one-time revenue source.  

New programs in the “status quo” budget include $250 
million for capital projects related to Hurricane Sandy repair 
or future storm protection or readiness and an added $32 
million for work on city parks and recreation facilities.  

Obviously the next budget cycle, featuring a new Mayor 
and city administration, a new Council Speaker and many 
new Council members and Council Chairs, presents an 
opportunity to address many of CFH’s budget concerns. 
There are also challenges ahead. For example, all city worker 

The Status Quo budget

approved, they will be able to remain in the country legally and have a 
path to citizenship, but maybe without health care. 

Access to basic safety net health care services has been proven to not 
only improve health (and life), but also to save money by addressing 
conditions before they require emergency room visits or hospitalizations, 
yet under the Senate bill, those with RPI status will not have access to 
this care.  They will not be able to access safety net programs including 
the Children’s Health Insurance Program, Special Assistance Nutritional 
Program, Medicaid, or to the Health Exchange subsidies for private health 
insurance. Indications are that if the House of Representatives votes on 
an Immigration Reform bill, it may restrict access to health care services, 
even for currently legal immigrants.  

Do we as a nation choose to deny basic health care services to 
our immigrant neighbors when it is in our means to provide them? 
Regardless of our political views, do we believe it is in the best interest 
of the public’s health and the “general Welfare” of all of us to have an 
estimated 11 million people (and their children) with RPI status denied 
access to immunizations, treatment for communicable diseases, prenatal 
care and early infant care?  As a public health professional, I can tell you, 
it isn’t.  From that perspective, I urge our legislators to ensure access to 
safety net basic health care in Immigration Reform.  

Bobby Watts
Executive Director, Care for the Homeless

From Bobby’s Desk Continued...

also be a run-off party nominating election on 
September 24 to nominate a party candidate.

People experiencing homelessness in New 
York are eligible to register and vote even if they 
have no permanent address. Unstably housed 
people may register using whatever address 
they are at whether that’s a shelter, temporary 
location or a public place like a street or a park. 
They must indicate a place  they can receive a 
registration card, but that can be a shelter, drop 
in center, soup kitchen or anyplace they can get 
mail.

People with past criminal records are eligible 
to vote if they aren’t currently incarcerated or 
on parole for a felony – people on probation are 
eligible to vote.

CFH clients will be visiting CFH sites across 
New York City to encourage voter registration 
and voting. Staff at most CFH sites will have 
voter registration forms on hand to encourage 
voter registration and participation. CFH doesn’t 
endorse any candidate or party, but we do urge 
everyone eligible person to register and every 
registered voter to get out and vote. 

Important vote cont.
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Congress has been debating a farm bill in Washington to 
extend farm subsidies, price supports, federal funding for 
crop insurance and foreign food aid.  But it also includes 
draconian cuts to SNAP – the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program – usually called food stamps.  The 
version just passed in the Senate would cost $955 billion 
over 10 years, but cuts SNAP by $4.1 billion. The House 
version, which hasn’t passed, includes SNAP cuts of more 
than $20 billion over 10 years.

SNAP serves more than 45 million Americans, many of 
them children, in nutritionally unstable families. One in 5 
New York City residents, people living below the federal 
poverty level, is eligible for SNAP assistance, including 
about 30% of all kids under 18.  SNAP puts food on the table 
for hungry families, providing a chance at a nutritional and 
balanced diet. Studies in New York City indicate every $1 in 
“food stamps” creates $1.80 in local economic activity that 
creates jobs and profits for local grocery stores, bodegas 
and farmers’ markets. 

City Council General Welfare Committee Chair Annabel 
Palma and Speaker Christine Quinn, along with 46 other 
New York City Council members,   wrote Congress opposing 
any SNAP reduction. In fact, they asked for an increase in 
SNAP. The Council members wrote SNAP cuts “will have 
a devastating impact on New York City residents, forcing 
them to rely on emergency food programs that are already 
stretched beyond the capacity.”

 About 1.9 million New Yorkers receive SNAP benefits 
providing more than 10 million meals a month. SNAP 
benefits are based on $1.50 per meal or $31.50 a week. 
Adopting the House proposed SNAP cut would take 131 

million meals out of the mouths of hungry New Yorkers, 
80% of them women or children. These missing meals 
would be a health and well-being catastrophe.

City Council members signing the letter defending 
SNAP, in addition to Palma and Quinn, included Maria del 
Carmen Arroyo, Charles Barron, Gail Brewer, Fernando 
Cabrera, Margaret Chin, Leroy Comrie, Elizabeth Crowley, 
Inez Dickens, Daniel Dromm, Mathieu Eugene, Julissa 
Ferreras, Lewis Fidler, Helen Foster, Daniel Garodnick, 
James Gennaro, Vincent Gentile, Sara Gonzalez, David, 
Greenfield, Dan Halloran, Robert Jackson, Letitia James, 
Andy King, Peter Koo, Oliver Koppell, Karen Koslowitz, 
Brad Lander, Jessica Lappin, Stephen Levin, Melissa Mark-
Viverito, Erik Martin-Dilan, Darlene Mealy, Rosie Mendez, 
Michael Nelson,  Dominic Recchia, Diana Reyna, Donovan 
Richards, Joel Rivera,  Ydanis Rodriguez, Deborah Rose, Eric 
Ulrich, James Vacca, Jimmy Van Bramer, Albert Vann, Mark 
Weprin, Jumaane Williams and Ruben Wills.

Budget cont.

Feeding the hungry is no SNAP.

The Empire State Coalition says there 
are thousands of runaway or otherwise 
homeless and unaccompanied youth 
under 18 on the streets of New York 
City every day. There are, however, only 
252 city sponsored beds for homeless 
unaccompanied kids. The providers of 
shelter for homeless kids say they have 
to turn away sometimes hundreds of kids 

in a day and thousands in a month. That 
shouldn’t be allowed to happen.

CFH staff and clients stood with our 
partners at Citizens Committee for 
Children of New York (CCC) and others at 
a recent rally at City Hall calling for more 
shelter beds for unaccompanied homeless 
kids. “Most of these kids have been forced 
to run away from physically or emotionally 

abusive situations,”  said David Broxton, a 
CFH client leader at the rally, “or even worse 
they’ve been thrown out by their own 
families often just for being themselves 
and admitting their sexual orientation.” 
There shouldn’t ever be “throw-away” kids, 
or homeless kids turned away from a safe 
place to sleep.  

Cutting Shelter Beds for Runaway and Homeless Youth.  
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unions are working without contracts. Some have been 
without contracts or raises for a number of years. The next 
city administration will have to negotiate with all city unions, 
many of which will want to bargain for retroactive raises. 
Whether or not there are retroactive raises there will be added 
salary increases in wages for city employees.  

There are two pieces of the budget that very directly 
affect Care for the Homeless:

•  The budget includes a $1.2 million partial restoration of 
the $2 million cut of medical services in DHS made during 

the current (FY 2012-13) year as a gap closing cut as revenues 
feel short during the year. This funding will go to numerous 
providers, including CFH. We are awaiting a meeting with 
DHS to determine the actual impact this may have on partially 
restoring cut funding on various budgets to CFH. We have 
worked particularly closely with Homeless Services United 
on this, and I want to acknowledge their excellent work and 
advocacy on this critical issue.

•  CFH was successful in obtaining $25,000 in Council funding 
for homeless health outreach services in the Bronx. 


