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Care for the Homeless Policy Updates:  Welcome to this first of our short, monthly, policy updates from 
Care for the Homeless to keep you informed about some of the things going on concerning Homeless 
Policy. At Care for the Homeless it’s our mission to inform and advocate about public policy, and to 
advocate for policies to ameliorate, prevent and end the tragedy of homelessness. 
 

Upcoming Impacts on Homelessness in America 
The recession in America is a full blown Depression for the homeless and those in poverty. Consider this: 
A Federal Reserve study reports over 10 million homeowners are “underwater” on their mortgages; 
10s of millions nearing retirement or already beyond normal retirement age have no retirement 
resources except their home equity, which has shrunk for most; in many cases it’s nonexistent or worse! 
 
From the Associated Press: “The ranks of America’s poor are on track to climb to levels unseen in nearly 
half a century, erasing gains from the War on Poverty of the 1960s amid a weak economy and fraying 
government safety net [based on AP survey of economists]…the official poverty rate will rise from 
15.1% in 2010, climbing as high as 15.7%.”   
 
The NY Times broke the news: “Homelessness Rises Sharply” in New York City (front page story, 
8/11/12). Read what Care for the Homeless Executive Director Bobby Watts had to say about it here. 
 
On a positive note, the recent Supreme Court approval of the Affordable Care Act assures all uninsured 
citizens with incomes up to $15,000 annually will be eligible for Medicaid health insurance coverage as 
of 2014, if states opt for extended coverage and generous federal subsidies in the Act (New York State, 
with the leadership of Gov. Cuomo and the state legislature, has begun the process of “opting in”). This 
would extend coverage to 16 million + of the poorest people in America, including almost all the 
chronically homeless not already covered.  Here is a Care for the Homeless review of the decision. 
 
Care for the Homeless Executive Director Bobby Watts – who also serves as Board President of the 
National Health Care for the Homeless Council - wrote about how states’ opting in isn’t just the right 
thing to do, but actually saves state’s money and can replace the very costly, haphazard care in 
overburdened emergency rooms that so many homeless (without access to the kind of ongoing health 
care services Care for the Homeless delivers to thousands each year) get now with a more effective 
treatment in a more appropriate setting that will save “safety net” hospitals a fortune while delivering 
better care.  

 
 
Vision Statement: Care for the Homeless is committed to ending homelessness by providing direct services for 
homeless single adults and families, by conducting public education, research, and analysis of model programs 
and practices that create permanent housing opportunities, and by shaping public policies to ameliorate, 
prevent and end homelessness.  

http://www.careforthehomeless.org/

