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Thanks a Million!  
The 19th Annual AIDS Walk projected to break fundraising record 

 
HOUSTON (March 20, 2008) — On Sunday morning, March 9, 2008, approximately fifteen 
thousand Houstonians gathered downtown at Sam Houston Park for the 19th Annual AIDS Walk 
Houston. The event, held each year in partnership with Chevron, raises money to support AIDS 
Foundation Houston, Inc. (AFH) and several other local HIV/AIDS service organizations.  For the first 
time in the history of the walk, AFH expects they will surpass their fundraising goal of $1 million after 
all monies and matching gifts are collected. 
 
“This year’s AIDS Walk was notable for several reasons,” said Kelly McCann, CEO of AFH.  “We 
had our largest crowd ever in attendance, the greatest numbers of teams and registered walkers, and we 
ended the day at our highest fundraising amount, $850,000!  Since monies and matching gifts will 
continue to come in over the next few months, our goal of raising $ 1 million is within our reach!  Such 
success is the result of citywide collaboration in the form of outstanding individual efforts, 
overwhelming community involvement, and generous corporate partnerships.  AIDS Walk Houston is 
a prime example of what good can happen when we all work together for a common goal.” 
  
The non-competitive 5K pledge walk is the largest HIV/AIDS fundraiser of its kind in Texas. Funds 
raised will help HIV/AIDS service organizations provide housing, food, medical care, education, 
counseling, pediatric programs and job training to thousands of Houstonians each year. Mayor Bill 
White served as this year’s Grand Marshal and native Houstonian Miss Texas USA 2008 Crystle 
Stewart also joined the cause by participating in the Walk. 
 
Unique to this year’s Walk, AFH displayed three 12’ x 12’ blocks from the AIDS Memorial Quilt, a 
national quilting project – composed of nearly 6,000 such blocks – designed as a memorial to loved 
ones lost to AIDS.  Exhibited across the country as a tool to help promote HIV/AIDS awareness and 
prevention, more than 90,000 names are included on the Quilt, representing only 17.5 percent of all 
U.S. AIDS deaths. 
 
“HIV/AIDS is a cause that Chevron has adopted in all 180 countries where we operate,” said David 
Feldman, Houston Community Affairs Representative for Chevron. “But we can’t be a global leader in 
the fight against HIV/AIDS unless we focus on our leadership role in Houston and we plan to support 
this Walk for as long as we are needed.”    
 
In Houston, HIV/AIDS infection rates have reached alarming numbers—it is now estimated that 
25,000 Houstonians are HIV-positive with three more Houstonians becoming infected every day.  
HIV/AIDS does not discriminate; it affects people in all communities, ethnicities, genders, and ages, 
regardless of sexual orientation. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, over one 
million people are currently living with HIV/AIDS in the United States and approximately 40,000 new 
infections occur every year.  
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About AIDS Foundation Houston 
AIDS Foundation Houston, Inc. (AFH) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to creating positive social impact through the 
innovative management of HIV/AIDS and other chronic diseases. Founded in 1982, AFH is a leader in HIV/STD 
prevention efforts with special initiatives targeting the gay / lesbian / bisexual / transgender communities, adolescents and 
incarcerated and recently-released offenders. In 2007, AFH provided services to more than 5,000 men, women and children 
in the greater Houston area. More information on AFH is available at www.aidshelp.org.  
 
About Chevron 
Chevron is one of the world's leading energy companies. With more than 55,000 employees, Chevron subsidiaries conduct 
business in approximately 180 countries around the world, producing and transporting crude oil and natural gas, and 
refining, marketing and distributing fuels and other energy products. Chevron is based in San Ramon, California. 
More information on Chevron is available at www.chevron.com.  
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