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Stone Soup Update 

Temporary change to AIDS Foundation Houston’s Stone Soup Food Assistance Program 

HOUSTON, TX (June 16, 2009)— With the current global financial situation and economic 
changes, many community services have started to feel the strain of increased need on their 
resources. Here at home, AIDS Foundation Houston’s (AFH) Stone Soup Food Assistance 
Program has recently seen a more than 40 percent increase in the need of this very specialized 
service. 

Funding for Stone Soup for 2009 will not support the 40 percent increase in requests by 
Houstonians in need.  Kelly A. McCann, AFH CEO, estimates that it will take an additional 
$25,000 per month to meet current demand. A source for the funds has yet to be located.  

 “With a recent increase in the number of clients requesting assistance from Stone Soup, we have 
reviewed our resources and realized we had to make a change to the schedule and frequency of 
this service to ensure our resources were available for the entire year,” said McCann, “This has 
been an extremely difficult decision, but we felt it was better to stretch the resource rather than 
run out.” 

AFH has had to limit client utilization of Stone Soup by half.  They serve approximately 2,500 
people each month, but so many more need the service. 

Stone Soup provides nutritious, non-perishable food boxes that are specifically designed for 
people living with HIV/AIDS. Each box contains carefully selected food to match the nutritional 
needs of the client. The food boxes are supplemented by a supermarket voucher or gift card 
redeemable for fresh produce, meat, personal hygiene items or household products. Clients rely 
on the food boxes as a supplement to their groceries.  

 “We hope our HIV/AIDS community will understand and can work with us to get through this 
together,” McCann said. Information on alternative food pantry locations is being made available 
to clients and people requesting services. Additionally, AFH staff is helping clients access food 
stamps and other resources while the pantry hours are reduced. 

If you are in a position to help, cash donations are preferred over food donations due to the 
complexity of preparing the nutritionally-rich food boxes. One donation of $30 can provide 
almost a month’s worth of food to a client in need.  

For more information about AFH and its services, or to donate please visit www.AIDShelp.org.  

### 

About AIDS Foundation Houston, Inc. 

AIDS Foundation Houston, Inc. (AFH) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to creating positive social impact 
through the innovative management of HIV/AIDS and other chronic diseases. Founded in 1982, AFH is one of the 
oldest HIV/AIDS service organizations in the U.S. and remains a national leader in HIV/STD programming. The 
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agency’s initiatives target food, housing, youth, prevention, benefits and resource counseling, and incarcerated and 
recently-released offenders. This year, AFH will provide direct services to more than 5,000 HIV-positive men, 
women and children and will educate more than 50,000 people in Greater Houston through prevention outreach. For 
more information, please visit www.AIDShelp.org. 
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