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Since Hershey, Pennsylvania, is known the world 
over as “The Sweetest Place on Earth,” it’s only 

fitting that Children’s Miracle Network at Penn State 
Hershey Children’s Hospital makes life “sweeter” 
for children that are suffering from severe illnesses 
and injuries. Within these 20 pages you will see the 
stories of just a few of the lives saved and changed 
by the care they received at our hospital. 

Opened to patients in February 2013, the new Penn State Hershey 
Children’s Hospital is a destination for hope and healing for thousands 
of children and their families. It all happens in a child and family-
friendly environment that highlights the hospital’s commitment to 
family centered care — a partnership with patients and their families 
that not only provides the best possible care for the sick or injured 
child, but also recognizes the need to care for the whole family. This 
vision is realized everyday through the extraordinary services provided 
by our team of pediatric professionals and by community partners who 
support our hospital by giving to Children’s Miracle Network.

For 30 years, Children’s Miracle Network 
at Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital 
has provided vital funding for state of 
the art medical equipment, pediatric 
programs and research.  Life-saving 
miracles for children is one of the 
sweetest things possible, and your gifts 
to Children’s Miracle Network at Penn 
State Hershey Children’s Hospital make 
miracles happen everyday. 
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A Year of Inspiration | 2013-2014

Rite Aid

Giant Food Stores

The Hershey Company

Walmart & Sam’s Clubs

Cumulus Radio

WGAL

Hershey  
Entertainment  
& Resorts 
 
Hershey Medical  
Center Employees
 
Credit Unions for Kids

Costco Wholesale

TOP
FUNDRAISERS

TOTAL  
FUNDS RAISED

$4,884,574

Direct Mail

TV & Radio

Major Gifts

Estate Gifts & Endowment

Local Gifts & Events

National Corporate  
Partners

Research

Clinical/Patient Programs

Equipment

Marketing & Fundraising

ALLOCATION  
OF FUNDS

$4,884,574
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May 31-June 1, 2014

This year marks the 30th anniversary of Penn State Hershey’s Children’s 
Miracle Network Telethon. Children’s Miracle Network is a national program 

that funds critical patient care, groundbreaking research and life-saving 
equipment for Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital and more than 170 
children’s hospitals in the United States and Canada. The goal for this year’s 
local telethon is to raise money for the Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital’s pediatric trauma 
program. This summer, one out of four children will need the services of a trauma center.

When you tune to WGAL on May 31 and June 1, you will meet Hailey, one of the many children 
who have been helped at the Penn State Hershey pediatric trauma program by your life- 
saving generosity.

Hailey, age 13, suffered a brain hemorrhage in February 2013. She was flown by Life Lion to Penn 
State Hershey, where she was diagnosed with a congenital arteriovenous malformation (AVM). 
Thanks to Penn State Hershey’s Trauma Program and PICU team, Hailey’s life was saved, but she 
needed the Pediatric Rehabilitation Program at the Penn State Hershey Rehabilitation Hospital to 
learn to speak and walk again. During the summer of 2013, she underwent surgery to correct the 
congenital malformation. Hailey is now exceeding expectations for her recovery, and is back to 
school. Hailey loves art, and her design is featured on this year’s 30th anniversary Children’s Miracle 
Network Telethon t-shirt.

Pediatric specialists are available 24 hours a day at the children’s hospital to provide immediate 
treatment to sick and injured children like Hailey. Thousands of children reach the emergency 
department and more than 700 of them require hospital admission. While some stays are short, 
other patients may require interventions such as critical air transport on the Life Lion helicopter, like 
Hailey did.

Penn State Hershey’s Level One Pediatric Trauma Center is the focus of this year’s 
Children’s Miracle Network telethon goal of $250,000. These funds will not only support the 
hospital’s trauma and injury prevention program, but also enable the purchase of a new isolette for 
the safe air transport of infants on Life Lion. Last year, 288 infants were transported to Penn State 
Hershey Children’s Hospital via Life Lion.

In order to reach the Telethon goal for the trauma program, 700 Miracle Makers just like you are 
needed to make an ongoing monthly pledge of $30 each month or a one-time gift of $360 — that’s 
$1 each day for kids just like Hailey. As a thank you for your commitment, each Miracle Maker will 
receive the 30th anniversary telethon T-shirt designed by Hailey herself. 

The children at Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital are true heroes who face unimaginable 
challenges every day. But with your help, miracles happen. Be a Miracle Maker through your gift to 
the 2014 Children’s Miracle Network Telethon.

Children’s Miracle Network

TELETHON
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Everest 
Elizabethtown, PA
Everest, now 5, was born 10 weeks 
early and almost didn’t make it 
home. On a ventilator, and with wires 
and tubes everywhere, about 36 
hours after birth Everest went into 
severe respiratory distress. He spent 
11 weeks in intensive care and, 
amazingly, arrived home just five 
days after his original due date. 

Hailey 
Red Lion, PA
Hailey, age 13, suffered a brain 
hemorrhage in February 2013. She 
was flown by Life Lion to Penn State 
Hershey Children’s Hospital, where 
she was diagnosed with congenital 
arteriovenous malformation (AVM). 
Hailey underwent surgery to correct 
the congenital malformation and 
learned to speak and walk again 
thanks to the pediatric rehabilitation 
experts at Penn State Hershey 
Children’s Hospital.  

Joseph 
Jonestown, PA
Joseph, now 6, weighed less than 
2 pounds when born 13 weeks 
premature just a few days before 
Christmas in 2007. He spent four 
months in intensive care, received 
nutrition through his veins for more 
than two years and still receives 
feedings through a G-tube. Joseph 
was placed on the pancreas, liver 
and intestinal transplant list, but is no 
longer on the list because his health 
has improved.
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Penn State Hershey’s  
Life Lion fleet 

transported by air  
311 children in 2013.



A Grandfather’s 
Inspiration

SURGEON DR. JOHN MYERS SEES 
CARE THROUGH A DIFFERENT LENS 
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Leah first came to the hospital in January with what was 
initially thought to be a persistent cold. When standard 
medication failed and Leah didn’t seem to get better, 
a series of tests revealed a rare bacterial infection in 
her lungs that, similar to tuberculosis, takes a long time 
(perhaps even years), lots of antibiotics and an ongoing 
series of bronchoscopies to eradicate. Leah visits the 
hospital every two weeks or so for the bronchoscopies.

For Dr. Myers, joining his son John W. and his son’s 
girlfriend, Alicia, during Leah’s almost-ritualistic hospital 
visits has been an eye-opener. “Most of my involvement at 
the children’s hospital is on the medical care side, taking 
care of children and operating on them, so the social and 
emotional aspect, I’m not that involved with,” he realizes. “I 
don’t see the children until they’re asleep on the operating 
table. But the experience I’ve had at the children’s hospital 
with my granddaughter has been totally different.”

He especially refers to Leah’s interaction with the Child 
Life staff funded by Children’s Miracle Network. “They do 
everything to try to minimize the discomfort and anxiety 
level, which also decreases the anxiety level of the parents,” 
Dr. Myers observes. “They’re really good at keeping Leah 
busy and comfortable. Alicia will hold Leah on her chest 
or on her shoulder, and then an anesthesiologist puts the 
mask on her, so she falls asleep in Mom’s arms and isn’t 
frightened. Later, when she gets to the recovery room, 
they get Mom and Dad back there right away so when she 
wakes up, Mom and Dad are there.”

From his perspective as a medical professional, Dr. Myers 
sees the health benefits of Child Life and other Children’s 
Miracle Network-supported resources. “You’re not just 
treating the child, but the whole family,” he explains. “When  
a child is sick, it affects everyone.” 

Dr. Myers also credits his co-workers at the hospital for their 
extraordinary care of our youngest patients: “All the staff 
are very compassionate and caring, and very professional. 
With Leah, when she was first hospitalized, she’d be on her 
mother’s lap, and the nurses would kneel down and get 
right on her level when they were talking or interacting with 
them. They have a real sense of kindness.”

Dr. Myers’ observation of the Child Life program during 
Leah’s ongoing hospital experience has given him a 
new appreciation for the proximity of Penn State Hershey 
Children’s Hospital and the regional Children’s Miracle 
Network program. “The key thing is we have a resource 
right here in our own backyard,” he declares. “If it wasn’t 
here, John and Alicia would have to drive to Philadelphia 
every two weeks, and that would be a real hardship, 
whereas now, it’s almost like going to the hometown 
dentist. That’s the kind of benefit and resource we have for 
all the children in central Pennsylvania.”

As he talks about Leah, though, Dr. Myers’ grandfatherly 
heart leaves the biggest impression. “I got involved with 
Leah’s situation as a grandparent — you worry about your 
grandkids just as much as your own kids,” explains the 
grandfather of four. “You want to make sure their quality of 
care is there.” 

Dr. Myers also wants to make sure to challenge fellow 
grandparents to consider how they might be able to give to 
Children’s Miracle Network, both through time and finances, 
noting that younger grandparents are often still working 
full time and have fewer financial obligations now that their 
children are grown. “Parents have limited resources, and 
there are things grandparents can still do.” 

As Dr. Myers suggests, it doesn’t just require surgical skill 
to help make miracles in a child’s life. Sometimes being a 
faithful grandparent can help move that miracle along.

In nearly three decades as a pediatric heart surgeon, Dr. John Myers has operated on thousands of 
children. But though he holds the titles of Professor of Surgery and Pediatrics and Chief of Pediatric 
and Congenital Heart Surgery at Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital, when a certain not-yet-2-

year-old girl comes in for surgery, “grandfather” becomes Dr. Myers’ most distinguished title.
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Try saying “Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation” five times 
fast. Given up already? That’s OK — “ECMO” will do. Whichever 

way you refer to it, it’s the technology, purchased by CMN, that 
saved 4-year-old R.J. Smith’s life on August 10, 2003.

R.J. had been ill for a few days leading up to that morning, but 
no one could have predicted him having a seizure that would 
lead to full-blown cardiac arrest. When George Kohlweiler, R.J.’s 
grandfather, got the call from Sue Smith, his daughter and R.J.’s 
mother, “I probably set the land speed record getting up to their 
house,” he recalls. By then R.J. was already in the ambulance on 
the way to Penn State Hershey Medical Center.

While George stayed with the Smiths’ then-3-year-old daughter, 
the attending medical team fought for R.J.’s life, repeatedly 
restarting his heart, including at least once after he had already 
been admitted to intensive care and was seemingly out of danger. 
That’s when R.J. was hooked up to the ECMO machine, a device 
that provided a bypass for his heart and lungs during treatment.

As, much to their relief, R.J.’s family watched the boy eventually 
stabilize, two realizations emerged. First, “The equipment that 
saved his life was not available at other area hospitals,” Sue says. 
“The [ECMO unit was] the piece of equipment that bought him 
time.” Also, she and her parents noticed the inscription on the 
ECMO unit that said it had been purchased with funds provided by 
the Children’s Miracle Network.

That set into motion a lifetime of gratitude, and the Kohlweilers’ 
ongoing service to CMN. “It’s only because of the contributions 
to the Telethons and Radiothons that they were able to buy the 
equipment,” George observes. “Any donation made this year might 
not save a life this year, but down the road, that donation might 
help save somebody’s life.”

George and his wife, Angie, help out with various CMN fundraising 
campaigns. “When something needs to get done,” George 
explains, “they call us, and we round up the usual suspects, as 
they say, and we look forward to doing that as long as we possibly 
can.“We could not have asked for better care for R.J. than we 
received at Hershey Medical,” Angie declares. noting that another 
of their daughters named her son in honor of R.J.’s attending 
physician. “Everybody was wonderful — the doctors, the nurses, 
even the cleaning people. It was a very caring environment.”

R.J. checked in to the new free standing children’s hospital during 
the summer of 2013, for a procedure to install a pacemaker.  With 
the pacemaker in place R.J. made a quick return to the soccer field 
for the fall season.

The ECMO unit was the 
piece of equipment that 

bought him time.
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R.J. Smith’s Fight for Life



August 18, 2007. Gavin Gilhool was 5 years old when he 
fell from an open second-story window in his house and 

landed on blacktop. A Life Lion helicopter landed right in the 
middle of the Gilhools’ yard and transported little Gavin to 
Penn State Hershey Medical Center.

Because Gavin’s parents (Patrick and Kristin) became 
ensnarled in a traffic jam, his grandfather (who drove from a 
different direction) actually reached the hospital helipad first. 
“I can’t describe it to this day without getting emotional just 
thinking about it,” says Jack Hirschler, Kristin’s father.

What Jack saw comforted him, though. “I walked alongside 
Gavin’s gurney,” he recalls, “and touched his hand — he was 
totally unconscious — and as I’m walking in the doors of 
the hospital, I saw at least a dozen people almost standing 
at attention waiting for him to come in. I felt relief to see all 
those people. I was still scared to death because of what 
had happened, but I saw people who were competent and 
caring, and who were going to take care of him to the best 
of their ability.”

A scary 12 days followed for Gavin’s family as they wondered 
whether the boy would live, and if he did, what damage 
would ensue. “One of the people in the helicopter thought 
they were going to lose Gavin in the air,” Jack notes. To 
relieve pressure to Gavin’s brain due to his fractured skull, 

The Penn State Hershey trauma team placed Gavin into a 
medically induced coma. During those 12 days, Jack and the 
family drew comfort from the care they received. “Everyone 
there did everything they could to relieve as much of the 
tension as they could, to make it as bearable as possible,” 
Jack observes.

Jack was with Kristin at Gavin’s bedside to witness the boy 
wake from his coma. Amazingly, the only lasting damage — 
hearing loss in one ear — was corrected by surgery a year 
later. Now 12, Gavin lives the active, sports-playing (and 
even studious, according to his grandfather) life one might 
associate with a 12-year-old boy.

Gavin’s family gained a new passion from the near-tragic 
experience: Children’s Miracle Network. “After going through 
what we went through, and seeing [CMN] on so many 
pieces of hospital equipment, and finding out how much 
they do for the hospital itself, it’s encouraging to know that 
if you donate [to CMN], you’re sending money to local 
people who are going to help our children,” Jack says. “I 
encourage everyone to look at what CMN does for the 
children’s hospital and the good they do for the individual 
families. It’s a group of people who come together to help 
the most vulnerable, and no matter where you are in your life 
spectrum, it could happen to you.”
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Gavin Gilhool’s Life 
Saving Transport

Everyone there did 
everything they 
could to relieve 
as much of the 
tension as they 

could, to make it 
as bearable as 

possible.



Events that Inspire Miracles

Rite Aid Makes an 
Epic Difference for 
the Kids 

Rite Aid was recently honored by Penn 
State Hershey Children’s Hospital with 

the 2013 Miracle Innovator of the Year Award 
for their continued support of the hospital. 
Through retail store donations, an annual golf 
outing, an executive car wash and a special 
one time gift, Rite Aid contributed more than 
$970,000 to Penn State Hershey Children’s 
Hospital in 2013!

Telethon May
CMN’s signature annual event 
broadcast on WGAL raises money 
for and awareness of the children’s 
hospital.

Motorama February
Thousands of motor sports 
enthusiasts assemble to see race  
cars and participate in fundraisers.

Miracle Treat Day August
A one-day event at participating Dairy 
Queen locations where a portion of 
proceeds from every Blizzard Treat 
sold benefits children’s hospitals 
across North America. 

Harrisburg Senators 
Game May
A night of minor league baseball 
becomes a blessing to children.

Radiothon March
WIOV-FM (I105) helps the children’s 
hospital purchase equipment to diagnose 
eye conditions.
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Ken Martindale, President & Chief Operating Officer, John 
Standley, Chairman & CEO, and Frank Vitrano, Sr. VP, 
CFO & Chief Administrative Officer participate in Rite Aid’s 
Executive Car Wash to benefit CMN.



Miracles Our Children’s Hospital benefits from events 
that gather people together in support of 

making miracles happen for children.

Children’s
Miracle Ball November
Miracle Kids tell their inspiring stories, 
and a silent auction  
raises money for the network.

Neiman Marcus 
Fashion Show December
This elegant annual event benefits  
the Hummingbird Program.

Hershey Half  
Marathon October
Dedicated runners navigate  
13.1 miles in support of children’s  
journeys back to health.

Kids Fun Run October
Registration day at the Hershey  
Half Marathon includes a Fun  
Run just for kids.

The People’s Pay  
for Play November
WQXA (105.7) radio listeners 
donate to CMN in exchange for 
their request to hear their favorite 
song.

CMN Hospitals 
Awards
The central PA community is 
recognized as Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospital’s top mid-size 
market fundraiser.

Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital • 11



A Miracle Kid  
Inspires Others

THE INCREDIBLE MIRACLE STORY OF SAM ERIKSON
12 • Children’s Miracle Network

2014 CMN
Miracle  
Ball Kid
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Eleven years later, now that Sam is the unofficial mayor of 
his neighborhood, Beth Erikson is certain Sam is a living 
miracle. Sam survived the birth.  When Beth and Jeff finally 
saw him, “He looked so tiny and frail,” she says. “He was 
covered with wires.” Suzanne Erikson, Sam’s grandmother, 
had a similar experience: “I didn’t think he’d live — I’d never 
seen a baby that tiny in person.”

During Sam’s fight for life in Penn State Hershey’s neonatal 
intensive care unit, Beth also noticed something else: the 
specially equipped bed on which Sam lay had an inscription 
that it had been purchased with funds provided by the 
Children’s Miracle Network. Thus began a journey of healing 
for Sam, and the Eriksons’ advocacy for CMN. “Whatever we 
can do to support CMN, we will do,” she vowed to a nurse 
on duty. “That’s the first time I knew what CMN was,” recalls 
Beth about that experience, “and from that night on it has 
been a part of our lives.”

Sam’s journey to health was not without some scary twists 
and turns. “Everything that could go wrong with Sam, did,” 
Beth explains. “He bled from his lungs and brain, and wasn’t 
able to breathe on his own.” Three brain surgeries and a 
myriad of procedures ensued, and according to Beth, “it 
took a long time to get to where there was hope. But every 
day he was in that [special bed] and with those nurses and 
doctors, we had hope.” 

Sam made what Beth calls an “incredible recovery.”  After 
several more surgeries and intensive physical therapy, Beth 
observed that even the therapy equipment Sam worked 
with had inscriptions that they had been provided by funds 
donated by CMN.

Anyone who knows and meets Sam experiences his 
magnetic presence. “He loves to laugh and to entertain 
people,” says Beth, who observes that one of their neighbors 
started calling Sam “The Mayor” because he would go out 
into the neighborhood and talk to everyone.

Actually, Sam has already done something fantastic, by 
sparking his parents’ passion for helping other children 
like Sam through Children’s Miracle Network at Penn 
State Hershey Children’s Hospital. “We wouldn’t take Sam 
anyplace but Penn State Hershey,” Beth says. “It’s the only 
place we feel confident in the doctors and nurses.” As for 
the family’s involvement with CMN, Sam is old enough 
now to have caught the vision. Beth recounts the time she 
showed Sam some of her journals: “He told me, ‘Mommy, 
now I understand why you thought I was going to die, and 
why you think Children’s Miracle Network is so important.’ 
It’s important to him to help other children still in the hospital 
and help them get out of the hospital.”

As the Eriksons celebrate their son’s continued recovery, 
they grow in their understanding that CMN is truly a hope-
giving network. “We have met family after family after 
family that has been helped by CMN — neighbors, family 
members, schoolmates and co-workers,” Beth explains. “You 
don’t realize how much you need it until you do need it. By 
making a donation [to CMN], you’re helping your neighbor, 
co-worker, friend and family member in some way. You meet 
kids who go through things where you thought they had no 
chance, but then they have hope, a second chance at life. 
Whatever we can do, we’re there, because we know what a 
difference it makes.”

At 27 weeks of pregnancy, Beth Erikson didn’t think her baby was still alive. “I didn’t feel right when I   
 went to work, I went into intense labor that night, and our neighbors called for an ambulance to [Penn 

State] Hershey Medical Center,” Beth says, recalling the beginning of a harrowing ordeal for her and her 
husband, Jeff. “Sam had actually stopped moving. In my mind he wasn’t alive any longer.”
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Milton and Catherine Hershey
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His deeds are 
his monument. 
His life is our 
inspiration.
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A Place of Hope and Healing
IN MILTON HERSHEY’S CHOCOLATE TOWN

The inscription on the statue in Founders Hall at Milton Hershey School reads, “His deeds are his monument. His life 
is our inspiration.” The establishment of Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital is an extension of the legacy of an 

extraordinary man and his wife. In founding The Hershey Company, for which the first chocolate factory opened in 1905, 
Milton Hershey acted on his beliefs that good works are good business and that wealth should be used to help others.

Hershey’s philanthropy began with his employees. He provided a planned community where they could buy affordable 
homes and their children could attend school. And then, because he and his wife, 
“Kitty,” were unable to have children of their own, they created the enduring trust for a 
school for orphans — what is now Milton Hershey School.

In 1963 the Hershey legacy took a new turn when Hershey Trust Company, Trustee for 
Milton Hershey School Trust, received permission from the PA Orphans Court to transfer 
$50 million to Penn State University for the purpose of building a medical school and 
teaching hospital in Derry Township, PA. With this grant and $21.3 million from the 
U.S. Public Health Service, the University built a medical school, teaching hospital 
and research center. Ground was broken in 1966 and Penn State’s College of 
Medicine opened its doors to the first class of students in 1967. The Milton 
S. Hershey Medical Center accepted its first patients in 1970, and 
the pediatric floor was opened in 1971.

As Children’s Miracle Network helps fund the life-
saving work of the children’s hospital, those who 
support CMN keep the Hersheys’ century-old 

philanthropic vision alive. Your deeds today —including those to provide financial support for 
the work of saving sick and injured children at the hospital — can become a legacy that 
carries a sweet reward of its own.



Saving Sick and Injured Children
A LEGACY THAT CARRIES A 

SWEET REWARD OF ITS OWN
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“How can we be more effective in our fundraising  
efforts for Children’s Miracle Network?” 

Last year, that question made its way from The Hershey Company’s    
 employee fundraising team, to their Human Resource and Corporate Social 

Responsibility divisions. Together they considered how they could engage 
more Hershey employees in the fundraising effort for CMN, while focusing their 
activities to a season of the year that would yield the greatest impact.  Ultimately 
they wanted to build a model that could be scalable for future growth. So 
they made a call to their brands team, which offered a solution, ”Summer is 
HERSHEY’S S’mores season. Let’s do something with that!”

Inspired to do  
S’more for the Kids
THE HERSHEY COMPANY’S DELICIOUS GOODNESS STORY

16 • Children’s Miracle Network



Inspired to be a 
Company that 
Gives Back
Is Children’s Miracle Network at Penn 
State Hershey the right program for 
your company?

DO YOU...

Have a set of core beliefs that  
aligns with the care of children  
and families in need?

Prefer to work with a charity of  
national distinction that directly  
benefits the children and families  
in your local community?

Want to connect with a cause 
that will engage employees and 
build or strengthen your corporate 
culture of philanthropy?

For more information on how your 
company can get involved, contact 
Wendy Nagle, Director, at wnagle@
hmc.psu.edu or 717-531-5692.

Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital • 17

Inspired to do  
S’more for the Kids
THE HERSHEY COMPANY’S DELICIOUS GOODNESS STORY

The Hershey Company sponsored this year’s 
Miracle Party at the Hershey Lodge.

Anybody who’s ever made s’mores over an open fire knows that 
HERSHEY’S milk chocolate, together with graham crackers and a 
marshmallow, make a winning combination. Not just a tasty treat, the 
very act of making s’mores brings families and friends together to share 
stories and build relationships. And what could be more inspiring for a 
team than a call to do “S’more for the Kids?”

The Hershey Company’s example of doing good in the community is 
ingrained in the legacy of its founder, Milton Hershey. It follows, then, 
that the company would embrace that legacy through the support of 
the children’s hospital and its affiliation with Children’s Miracle Network.

This spring, the company launched an employee-based “S’more for the 
Kids” fundraising campaign featuring the following:

A “S’more for the Kids” campfire kickoff event at HERSHEY’S 
Chocolate World attraction, creating opportunities for families to 
make memories together and generate awareness about CMN 

Opportunities for consumers to make additional donations to 
CMN through a text-to-donate program

Employees selling HERSHEY’S S’mores at existing events

A labor day back-to-school “S’more for the Kids” in-store 
promotion with Giant Food Stores 

Through the campaign, the company created a model that other 
businesses large and small can follow, especially in supporting CMN 
at Penn State Hershey Children’s Hospital. After all, supporting the 
children’s hospital means helping more than 100,000 children in need 
from all over central Pennsylvania. Companies can have an immediate 
impact on the smallest members of the community when they need 
help the most. Whether through direct contributions or sponsoring an 
employee–based fundraiser, every penny raised locally goes directly to 
the children’s hospital. Investing in making miracles for sick and injured 
children today is an investment in tomorrow as well.



Thank You!
YOU HAVE INSPIRED AN ENTIRE COMMUNITY

$1

You bought a balloon  
at your favorite store

$1,000

You gave a gift in  
memory of a loved one

$10

You sent a
text donation

$50

You answered a
direct mail appeal

$360

You made a 
pledge at Telethon
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$100

You asked the X to play a song 
during the “People’s Pay for Play”

$75

You participated in a golf  
or marathon event

$500

You donated sports memorabilia 
for the Miracle Ball Auction



Thank You!
$100,000

You commemorated 
a special event with 

a donation

$75,000

You named CMN as a
beneficiary in your will

$25,000

Your company invested 
in an event sponsorship 

package

$50,000

You offered a gift to support our
pediatric trauma program

$10,000

You shared a special gift to 
support pediatric research

Inspired for 
the Future... 
Do you care deeply for children 

and want to make a lasting 
impact in your community? 

One way you can help support 
Children’s Miracle Network at 
Penn State Hershey Children’s 
Hospital is through your own 

legacy gift. This is an option for 
any income level, and you don’t 
even need to rewrite your will. 

Want to find out more and begin 
a conversation? Contact Wendy 
Nagle, Director, at wnagle@hmc.

psu.edu or 717-531-5692.
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When you hear stories about 
children having accidents or 

being severely ill, you don’t really 
think about it until it happens to 
someone you love. Luckily, Penn 
State Hershey Children’s Hospital 
was there for my niece. Everyone 
thinks about leaving money for his 
or her children, and that’s good, 

but I think there’s something 
about leaving a part of yourself 
that never really dies. That’s why 

I’m a Legacy Donor to Penn State 
Hershey Children’s Hospital.  

Carol Kapraun



to Our Sponsors

A Team That’s 
Inspired Together
Children’s Miracle Network at Penn State Hershey 
Children’s Hospital is not just a program; it is a 
community of inspired individuals and businesses 
who care deeply about the children in our region. 
During the past 30 years we have served together 
to raise more than $50 million to fund vital patient 
programs, life-saving equipment and groundbreaking 
research. To the thousands of businesses, volunteers, 
families and friends who are passionate about our 
cause, we say, “Thank you!” We are honored to work 
alongside you, and we look forward to sharing your 
stories in the year ahead.

G
ai

l F
ra

ss
et

ta
, K

el
se

y-
La

ne
 

G
ar

ne
r, 

W
en

dy
 N

ag
le

 a
nd

 
Er

ic
a 

Pe
te

rs
 (l

ef
t t

o 
rig

ht
)

Penn State Hershey Milton S. Hershey Medical Center
Children’s Miracle Network
Office of University Development, Mail Code A190
P.O. Box 855
Hershey, PA 17033-0855

Get in Touch
Whether you want to make a direct financial contribution, 
include Children’s Miracle Network in your estate planning, 
volunteer, or plan a fundraiser, Children’s Miracle Network 
has a place for you. Our staff would be happy to talk to 
you about fundraising ideas, arrange a tour of Penn State 
Hershey Children’s Hospital, or make a presentation at 
your school, business, or organization. 

Phone: 717-531-6606

Toll-free: 877-CMN-2647

PennStateHersheyCMN.org

Facebook.com/childrensmiraclenetworkhershey

Information provided to Penn State Hershey 
Medical Center and Penn State Hershey 
College of Medicine is kept in the strictest 
of confidence. Please write to us if you wish 
to have your name removed from future 
publications. Upon notification, all reasonable 
efforts will be taken to adhere to your wishes. 

Make Miracles Happen Today


